Buckets full of sunshine
This year, four pickings were made from
Pat Cartwright’s farm. Pat picked and bunched
the first picking shortly after the Covid 19
lockdown, was lifted. As a thank you to the
businesses who have given loyal support over the
years, Pat and Ann gave a bunch to many. The
sheer delight on the recipients’ faces, was a joy
to see. Most wished to pay, but they were
reassured selling would commence the following
week.
Those who were involved in picking, bunching
and selling the beautiful daffodils agreed as an
outreach from the church, to donate the takings
to the local Cancer Society, who because of the
Covid lockdown, were unable to hold their annual
Daffodil Day. The response was most gratifying,
when the masked sellers explained the proceeds
were an outreach, from the Timaru Presbyterian
Church to the local Cancer Society. Most buyers
wanted no change or gave extra dollars. One
store, kindly purchased a bucketful to on- sell, for
no extra profit.
Thank you Pat for the beautiful daffodils that gave so much pleasure to many who
saw the beauty of nature, as did William Wordsworth in 1802. Also thank-you for the
tasty morning teas. Thanks to all, who enjoyed being involved in raising the
$1,400.

See back page for this months rubbish challenge.

What’s been happening?
Above: Elaine and Robyn in a
precarious position putting the
finishing touch on curtains in
Room 1 Trinity Community
Centre. With the highly
successful kitchen upgrade and
other improvements on the
horizon, the Trinity Community
Centre is becoming very
popular.
Below: Robyn & Neville
Rawstorn, Elaine & Ken
Falconer after
putting up the new curtains in
Room 1 Trinity Community
Centre. Once the carpet is
cleaned by Jaes, the room will
be a bright, clean and sunny
area for all sorts of meetings
and activities.
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Editorial
By the time you read this we will have had our Annual
General Meeting which was on Sunday the 10th after a
couple of postponements due to Covid alert levels. A
key task of the AGM is to appoint office bearers and
approve the budget for the coming year. This year we
have two parish councillors stepping down; Jim
Garden and Bev Quigley, both of who have provided
many years of faithful service and wisdom to this governance group. We
also welcome three new members; Margaret Littler, Andrea Grant and
Margaret Walker to the team. We are blessed to have people with such
wisdom and commitment to serve our parish in this way. Hermann Frank
was also reappointed for another term.
While the official Annual Accounts were not available from our accountants
Laurensons at the time of the AGM, provisional figures were presented
which showed we finished the year with a deficit of $-48,643. While we
would much prefer to be balanced or positive this is actually a very good
result considering we budgeted for $-87,087. This good result was due to a
significant lift in our regular giving and a fall in our expenses.
The budget for 2021/22 is predicting a shortfall of $-56,100. There are
some cost pressures around staffing our parish and running our two sites.
Against this is an increase in investment income from a higher yielding
account (3% Mercer Long Term fund) and an expectant rise in interest rates
generally which will help us. Our facilities are well used and are generating
income streams for us as well. It is worth noting that our reserves of
$320,000 mean we can sustain these deficits for about 5 years. Many
businesses would be thankful to have that level of certainty!
We still have work to do freshening up our facilities and these were signalled in the annual report. Key projects are; St Stephens: painting inside
the hall, heat pump in lounge, new blinds in the church and brightening up
the front interior of the church. At Trinity we are getting the hail damaged
roofs replaced (covered by insurance) and will insulate the hall, refurbish
the toilets, upgrade the heating and renew the gravel carpark. These
projects are estimated to cost around $112,259.
In all this we are called to be good stewards of the resources we have and I
am very grateful to the wise heads in our parish who guide us so ably.
Blessings, Brent
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October Parish Council Report
Devotions were held by Brent. He read two short Parables from Matthew 13
about the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus compares it with a man finding a field
with treasures or a merchant finding the most valuable pearl. The
Kingdom of Heaven is the most precious treasure giving us eternal life and
freedom, also transforms us giving us purpose and joy.
The Parish leases the St Stephens and Trinity facilities out to groups. The
fees have not been reviewed for quite some time and were some of the
cheapest in town. Fees now have been adjusted and will apply to current
users from the beginning of next year. New users will have to pay from the
beginning of the lease.
Worship services were online during Level 4 and 3 restrictions, but resumed
again in person on 26 September. The readings and sermons of the last
month were based on the book of James. Worship services will go ahead
under Covid 19 restrictions applicable at the time. No morning tea will be
served for the time being, but this might be reviewed, if Level 2 restrictions
should continue for a longer period.
Our ‘bucket mission’ will be for Leprosy Mission in November and for the
Food Bank of Family Works in December. We have lost 43 members
through death in the period from February 2020 to September 2021.
Matters under ‘Administration’:
The plant sale was a very successful team effort despite Level 2 restrictions
and raised around $ 3,300. Thanks go to Murray Facer for organising this
annual event.
The cellar at St Stephens Church gets flooded from time to time. A donation
of $2,000 has been received to install a pump which would automatically
kick in action once water would build up.
The hail damage to the roof of Trinity hall and church is still a matter in
discussion. The insurance company has accepted the claim in general and
three quotes for repair have been received. These show considerable
variations.
It was approved that a further $ 200,000 will be transferred from our funds
with the Presbyterian Church Property Investment Fund into the Mercer
Long Term Fund. This brings the total of our investment in that fund to 1
Million. The Mercer Fund provides better interest returns to our parish and
also makes a contribution to the principal fund, thus covering inflation.
Brent will be on leave from 14 – 20 October to attend to personal matters.
General Assembly was conducted online this year and Rory ‘attended’ the
somewhat reduced programme. There was also the opportunity to ‘meet’
between sessions which gave the chance to catch up with people.
Hermann
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MISSION GROUP UPDATE

Earlier this year the Mission Group set tentative dates for the Winter
Knitting Project not thinking that our enthusiastic knitters would continue
on with their good work. Perhaps we could blame lockdown for this! The
little photo shows the latest batch of lovely knitting that will be forwarded
on to Family Works in due course.
A couple of ‘Links’ ago I mentioned that a lovely set of cream brocade
curtains had been donated to Trinity Hall by a kind friend of Helen
Carter’s. These were full length ones, but needed to be shortened. Being
true Presbyterians where nothing gets wasted, these offcuts have now
been made into 13 bags for Eatwell, and am told there are a few more in
the pipeline! Many thanks to all involved.
In the last Link it was mentioned that Eatwell was desperately short of
cloth bags as quite a number hadn’t been returned - our grateful thanks
to those that responded to our request for more bags.
The Bucket Mission for November will be assisting the Leprosy Mission
and the final one for the year will be for Christmas Food vouchers for
Family Works. The recent Bucket Mission in September raised $305.20
for flood relief in Westport, and the local Minister’s Association there are
handling this. Running from mid November till mid December (14/11 12/12) we will be collecting toiletries for the Women’s Refuge and there
will be suitable boxes in each church for your donations.
Our two ‘Buy and Supply’ will be up and running again in October,
starting on Sunday 17th. The money raised for this project will be
forwarded to Family Support for school expenses, uniforms etc. Although
Family Support has a similar name to Family Works it is a different
organisation - it
was formerly
called Birthright.

Elaine.
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10 Steps to World Peace
1 Start by stamping out exclusion
Evidence shows that conflict happens in places where people can’t trust the
police or get access to justice, and their prospects for a decent life are
stolen by corrupt elites. Governments everywhere need to stop the neglect,
abuse and stigmatization of their own people. Media and others that
promote ‘them-and-us’ thinking must be challenged to stop spreading hate.
2 Bring about true equality between women and men
The larger a country’s gender gap, the more likely it is to be involved in
violent conflict, according to research in Valerie Hudson’s Sex and World
Peace (2012). Gender inequality trumps GDP, level of democracy or
ethnic-religious identity as the strongest push factor for both external and
internal conflict more likely, and being the first to resort to force in such
conflicts. In contrast, when women participate in peace processes, peace is
more likely to endure.

Every Tuesday morning during school term
10–11am Trinity Hall College Rd
Gold Coin Donation
Morning Tea Supplied

In Memoriam
Michael Wilkinson
Jean Jane

Frances Barr
Alice Fraser

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God”
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3 Share out wealth fairly
According to a World Bank survey, 40 per cent of those who join rebel
groups do so because of a lack of economic opportunities. Relative poverty
is just as important, with more equal societies marked by high levels of
trust and low levels of violence. Economic fairness when it comes to public
resources, taxation and tax evasion is also key. The systematic transfer of
wealth from rich to poor – instead of the other way round – improves
security for everyone.
4 Tackle climate change
Ecological stress from global warming is proven to exacerbate conflicts
over resources such as land and water, particularly in East Africa. For all its
shortcomings, the UN climate agreement is evidence that the world can
tackle and mitigate crises by co-operation, instead of war. A functioning
climate deal ‘is the greatest peace deal the world could have,’ according to
Dan Smith, from the leading arms-control thinktank SIPRI.
5 Control arms sales
The promotion of arms sales and heavy spending on aggressive military
capabilities is heightening global tensions. The proliferation of arms drives

BAKING SALES TABLE:
On behalf of the Baking Sales Team, I would like to say a
big “Thank You” to everyone who provided the wonderful
array of baking products for our recent
Sales Table.
The beautifully presented goods for sale
couldn’t help but tempt patrons’
tastebuds. I’m sure the sharing of baking
tips and recipes was also part of the fun!
Special thanks to my team of helpers –
Anja, Pat, and Rose, whose cheery
chatter helped for a successful
morning. A great effort from everyone –
THANK YOU SO MUCH!!
Sandra (Baking Sales Convenor)
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conflict and makes violence more likely. Arms treaty signatories must be
held to their word, as we build evidence of violations and hold sellers
accountable. We can also build support for a groundbreaking new
convention that bans nuclear weapons and makes it illegal to possess or
use them.
6 Display less hubris, make more policy change
A look at the track record of counter-terrorism, the ‘war on drugs’,
stabilization and state-building efforts and colonial wars ‘shows a pattern of
largely very sobering failure’ says Saferworld’s Larry Attree. Humility and
willingness to atone for past aggression on the international stage is
essential – as is an end to the self-serving and counter-productive policy in
the Middle East.
7 Protect political space
If governments expect young, marginalized people to embrace an open
society rather than pursue more violent and vengeful paths, they must
allow public dissent. Across the world – and the political spectrum – this
space must be defended from repressive tools such as ad hoc
administrative regulation, misuse of anti-terrorist measures, arbitrary arrest
and imprisonment, even torture and murder.
8 Fix intergenerational relations
Much conflict can be understood as a youth revolt against established
corrupt systems run by, generally, older men. In countries with strict age
hierarchies young people can’t voice their frustrations, which creates a
dangerous dynamic, explains researcher and peacebuilder Chitra
Nagarajan. This is compounded by classic victim-blaming, in which young
men are treated as a ticking time bomb.
9 Build an integrated peace movement
Short-term anti-war movements have taken the place of active and
permanent peace movements. We need to promote nonviolent alternatives
and successes; peace campaigner Phyllis Bennis believes peace must be
woven into other social movements, giving the example of the Poor
People’s Campaign in the US last March, which attacked the war economy
and linked it to poverty at home.
10 Look within
Peace starts with you. Ordinary citizens can make a difference. When’s the
last time you said sorry? Think about who loses when you win. Are the
people around you heard and respected or marginalized, ignored and left
out? Make a decision to care about what happens to them. Start a
constructive conversation with someone you disagree with. Challenge
‘them-and-us’ thinking in yourself as well as in others. Every one of us can
choose to make society more just and peaceful, or more unjust and warlike.
8
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Here are a few photos from the
Plant Sale last month.
Above is the queue filing in. Due to
restrictions in place across New
Zealand, only 50 people were
Allowed in at a time.
Left is a photo showing the
bunches of flowers that sold like
hot cakes.
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The other photos show the
selection of plants and wonderful
volunteers who helped make the
day such a success.
At the bottom ready to lend a
hand at the outside stall are
Dawn Ussher and Jim Garden.
As Ken said it was “A different
market under COVID restrictions!”
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WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
Live streaming every Sunday
17 October

9.00am Journey 21 C-Bay Car Park
9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

24 October

9.30am Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

31 October

9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

7 November

9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

14 November

9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

Youth & Children’s Events
Youth Group -Sundays from 5.30 to 7.30pm at St Stephens.
Contact: Margaret ph 688 8840.
Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm - 4.30pm Mondays at 22 College Rd
Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930
Rhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd.
Contact: Helen 684 6403 or 021768 973
Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd
Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd
Contact : Fiona 688 0375 or 021 170 2930
Regular Events
Study Group: Monday, This group is meeting in the Summer months only.
Contact Isabel 684 4485
Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Brent 686 1382
Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd
Eat Well Co-op Packing: Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.
Eat Well Co-op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd & Wai-iti Rd
Study Group: Tuesday, 7.30pm, Hermann 684 5399
Yoga for Seniors: 2pm on Thurs in Room 1 at Trinity. Leigh Marsden takes
12

this ‘not on the floor’ exercise programme. This is for men and
women. Gold coin donation to assist with expenses is appreciated.
Would you like to attend these classes? Or for more information,
please contact
Helen ph 684 6403 or 021 768 973.

Coming Up
Eatwell - Bags $15 large and $10 small. Place your order Thursdays
by 8pm, pick up Tuesdays 3-4pm from Trinity Community Centre,
22 College Road or St Stephens Church, 349 Wai-iti Road.
Ph 022 123 3663 .
Bible Society Church Safari: Saturday 16 October 2021. We will meet at the
car park at Life Church for car sharing at 12 pm (if you leave from Timaru).
We will meet at 1 pm at St Stephen's, Peel Forest, for a picnic lunch.
Bring your own lunch. Then we will go to the Church of the Holy Innocents,
St Thomas, St Anne's and finish for afternoon tea at St Mary's in
Geraldine. There will be a wet weather programme for the lunch. For more
information ring Evi Frank ( 684 5399 or 0210509065).
Journey 21: Meets at C-Bay carpark. 9am, Sunday 17th October ‘Fools and
Dreamers – a reflection on the work of Hugh Wilson ’All welcome.
Contact: Ellen ph 027 772 3146
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN LUNCH GROUP The October Meeting will be held
on Wednesday 20 October at the Wai-iti Road Worship Centre starting at
12.30pm.
There will be no shared lunch, bring your own Lunch Snack but a
cuppa will be provided. Do not forget to bring your new found Friend
(Facemask). Hope to see many patterns/styles.
It will be good to have a chat during eating as 2 months away from our
Group Fellowship feels like 2 years. Please also give some thought as to
where we can gather for the Christmas Luncheon on 17 November 2021.
Apologies or rides required please contact Dianne 6860440,
Dawn 6860595, Robyn 6881948.
The Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at St Stephens for Cards
500. New members welcome. Contact: Sid & Hazel 684 3478.
COMMUNITY LUNCH 26th OCTOBER. So let us join together on that Day
and welcome in the warmer weather, enjoying great food and great
company.
Bev and the team at St Stephens Community Lunch.
To reserve your place Ph Bev 686 1207
Sid Ph 684 3478 Church office PH 686 0981
Jam Session is on Wednesday 27 October at St Stephens, 7.00 to 8.30pm.
Contact: Brent
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Worship Centres
349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru
22 College Rd, Timaru South
www.timarupres.org.nz
Parish Office
349 Wai-iti Rd
Phone: 686-0981
email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz
Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday 9am - 3pm
Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday

Ministry Team Leader
Brent Richardson
686-1382, 0274221892 brent@timarupres.org.nz
Not available Fridays
Minister
Rory Grant
686-1575, 0275705156 rory@timarupres.org.nz
Not available Fridays
Parish Clerk
Judith Begg
688-6004, parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz

Copy for the November-December LINK should be emailed to
link@timarupres.org.nz or sent to the Church Office
by Friday 5 November.
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Above: Girls Brigade, once again,
has had to go online due to covid.
This year our theme is ‘Our God
given talents’. From one of our
juniors Kassi, who drew a snail.
Right: Boys Brigade played
hungry hippos. The boys were the
hippos, using boards with wheels
on them, and the boys pushed
the other boys into catch the
balls, to help there team win. The
Boys had a lot of fun.
Fiona
Leader

0

22 College Rd & 349 Wai-iti Road
Family pack
$15
Small pack
$10

Orders 022-123-3663 or
Email: eatwell@timarupres.org.nz
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The Rubbish Challenge
Step 9) October: Cleaning
Bible verse: 1 Corinthians 8:9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of
your rights does not become a stumbling block to the weak.
‘Big Idea’
As Christians we try not to get caught up in lots of rules. Following Jesus
is not about being ‘good’. We are free to eat and to buy what we choose.
However, as Paul warns us, not everything is good for us or good for
those around us. Could our freedom damage the environment around us?
The chemicals we use can have a destructive effect ‘down-stream’. They
are a ‘stumbling block to the weak’, not just people but fragile
ecosystems and creatures.
Question - for reflection & discussion
In a global pandemic, of course we need good hygiene. But how does our
human need for cleanliness impact on God’s creation?
Watch video at www.conversations.net.nz/rubbish-challenge.html
Action Steps for October
What chemicals are used at your home, work or church? Look on the
labels. Find out what is in the stuff you handle.
Buy ‘eco friendly’ cleaning products, or make your own from safe
ingredients.
At church or work talk to your Cleaners about what they use, and work
towards more environmentally safe alternatives.
Prayer
The Lord has set us free! We are free indeed!
Dear God, thank you for our freedom and for our responsibility.
Thank you for ethics that guide our choices
May our actions not become a stumbling block for others
May our choices protect the vulnerable,
both people and environments.
Amen.

This issue of “PRESBYTERIAN LINK” is delivered to you
by…………………..……………………………….
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Phone……………...…………….

