
  

 

 

Girls’ 

Brigade  
 

Cindy and Amythest  

working on fimo creations 

See more on page 2. 

See back page for this months rubbish challenge. 

Plant Sale details on 

 Page 10 
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Above: Some of the lovely 

Christmas decorations the 

girls made with Fimo. Thanks  

to the very talented Cindy. 

 

 

 

 

Right: Miss Blissett with  

Penny and Alexia using  

embroidery machine as part 

of their badge work. Theme 

for the year ‘God given 

talents’ 

 

 

 

 

 

         Fiona 

         Leader 

What’s been happening? 
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Editorial 
 

As I write this, we are in COVID alert level 3, and not 

able to meet together face to face. By the time you 

read this, our circumstances may have changed yet 

again. 

 

In some ways lockdown has been easier on us all this 

time - we know what we need to do, and (mostly) how 

we can do it. In other ways, lockdown has been as 

hard as ever.  

 

I really feel for people who have had major life events disrupted by this   

awful virus - those who have lost loved ones and have not been able to 

grieve together; those who have had travel plans disrupted, those who have 

planned weddings and birthdays and celebrations; those who have surgery 

dates cancelled and changed and postponed; those whose work and living 

arrangements have ended up in limbo once more. 

 

From day to day, and from week to week, we can see little that is in front of 

us, and we have even less control over it. 

 

So what can we do, while we're in the midst of this outbreak, and our     

control and mastery over our lives is revealed as being hollow and fragile? 

As always, we can look to the wisdom of scripture to guide our  paths.  In  

particular, I am reminded of Proverbs, chapter three.  I love the way that  

Eugene Petersen puts it in the Message: 
 

Don’t lose your grip on Love and Loyalty. 

    Tie them around your neck; carve their initials on your heart. 

Earn a reputation for living well 

    in God’s eyes and the eyes of the people. 

 

Trust God from the bottom of your heart; 

    don’t try to figure out everything on your own. 

Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; 

    he’s the one who will keep you on track. - Proverbs 3:3-6 

 

God's love and loyalty - His faithfulness - will guide us through these  

uncertain times. 

May His peace be with you, now and always. 

 

Rory 
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 September Parish  
Council Report 

The September Parish Council meeting was held via a zoom 
meeting because  the Covid-19 Delta variant means we are  
currently in Level 3 Lockdown. 
  
Herman Frank opened our meeting with devotions, reading from  
2 Kings 22:1-13, which gives thought to the situation of forgetting 
where we are travelling to. A reminder that our direction should 
always come from God’s word. 
  
Rev Brent welcomed Andrea Grant, Margaret Littler and Margaret 
Walker to our online meeting. They were co-opted to the meeting 
because our AGM date has been disrupted and it was necessary 
to ensure the meeting would have a quorum. 
  
Details of Health and Safety guidelines during the levels of  
lockdown were revisited. 
Notably the church buildings are closed to public use and church 
group meetings have the option of meeting virtually until we are in 
level 2 and below lockdown situations. 
  
Our TPP AGM must now be rescheduled to Sunday 10 October. 
With the need for physical distancing requirements to be           
observed, the venue will be changed to Trinity Church  
following the service beginning at 10 a.m. This delay to our AGM 
has given our treasurer more time to further fine tune the new 
budget. 
  
The Presbyterian Church General Assembly which was due to 
take place in Christchurch at the end of September, will now be 
held as online zoom meetings, due to the disruption caused by 
the Delta variant of Covid-19. 
  
With sincere regret, the August meeting of the Alpine Presbytery 
Council, accepted the resignation of the Rev Barry Ayers as  
moderator of Alpine Presbytery. 
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Rev Rory advised us that the average number of viewers of the 
live streamed church services on 22 and 29 August was 150. 
This is very encouraging and will include parishioners from the 
Pleasant Point area and St David’s. 
  
Something to look forward to, if you are able to attend 
“Christmas on the Bay”,  will be enjoying  Rev Brent’s  
participation as a member of the Big Sing choir. Presbyterian 
Support South Canterbury has accepted the organisation and 
subsequent proceeds form the 2021 “Christmas on the Bay” 
  
Joy 

  

I’ve been reading.... 
A book review by Brent Richardson 

 

Huia come home, Jay Ruka, Oati, 2017 

 

Somewhere in my recent past this book was recommend-

ed to me and I’ve just got around to reading it. I’m very glad I did as I feel 

it is a small book which has great significance for the Church in Aoteroa 

New Zealand. It was inspired by a dream the wife of the author had. In 

her dream she saw a very large chicken overshadowing a pohutkawa tree 

and then a single word: ‘Huia’. The chicken is the most abundant bird on 

the planet while the huia, a native NZ bird, went extinct in 1901. The 

chicken  

represents the global dominance of Western culture which includes  

rationalism, individualism, economic progress and a worldview that 

strives for power and control in every sphere of life. 
 

By contrast, the huia represents the indigenous worldview of the Maori, a 

worldview that almost went extinct like the huia but is enjoying a  

renaissance in our time. This is especially evident by the amount of  

Te Reo (Maori language) spoken over the airways and other significant  

cultural markers such as the haka which are widely esteemed in Aoteroa. 

Ruka traces the early history of European missionaries to this land, 

names that may be well known to us; Samuel Marsden, Henry and  

William Williams, Octavius Hadfield as well as many Maori who had  

significant roles in spreading  the gospel to their  
                Continued on page 7 
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Sylvia Stoakes 

 Betty McDonald 

Jennifer McDonald 
 

 

Every Tuesday morning during school term  
10–11am Trinity Hall College Rd 

 Gold Coin Donation  
 Morning Tea Supplied 

        Restarting in Term 4 

 Bits & bobs from the kitchen drawer... 
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people; Ruatara (a convert of Marsden), Tamihana Te Rauparaha (son of 

the warrior chief Te Rauparaha who took the gospel of peace and  

reconciliation to the South Island) and many others.  

The role of Christian missionaries has often been maligned in recent  

histories, the assumption being that they were responsible for paving the 

way for colonisation and with it the wholesale displacement of indigenous 

fauna and flora as well as human populations (it was assumed in the late 

19th century that Maori would eventually die out). But Ruka demonstrates 

that once the missionaries abandoned the idea that Maori first needed to 

be civilised before they could accept the gospel progress was made. This 

came about primarily once the bible was translated and Maori learnt to 

read. The impact of the scriptures was profound, leading to a unifying of 

tribes and a new concept- reconciliation replacing the old ways of utu 

(revenge). 

The work of the missionaries laid the foundation for the ground breaking 

Treaty of Waitangi, a world first and well ahead of its time. Sadly, the  

history since 1840 has been dominated by the insatiable demands of the 

chicken (western civilisation) with its colonising demand for more and 

more land and resources, at the expense of indigenous populations.  

The call from Huia come home is to seek a new way to live in this land. A 

way characterised by partnership (as the Treaty provides) and a more  

harmonious relationship with our environment. The huia were considered 

guardians of our native forests, ensuring the balance was maintained so 

that all life could flourish. The chicken is more concerned with establishing 

a pecking order and  

consuming all in its path.  

Perhaps the unsustainable 

nature of modern life is 

forcing us to rethink how 

we live. Perhaps it’s time 

for the huia to come home. 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 

 

Plant Sale going ahead 

9am Saturday, 18 September 

 

I have noted that HOSTAS, PEONIES and TRILLIUMS are good 
sellers at our PLANT SALE bringing in that extra money. 

Can you help by growing or giving a plant to pot up.. 
 

Please contact me   Bev 6861207. if you can help in anyway- 

South School Kapa Haka group will be there. 
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Sunday 10 October 
 at Trinity Church 

 following the 10.00am  
combined service 

 

Due to physical distancing requirements, We have 
changed the venue to Trinity Church 

 

 

Reports available in foyer of both  
St Stephens and Trinity  
2 weeks before meeting. 

AGM   

BAKING SALES TABLE: 
Alongside the Annual Plant Sale planned for Saturday 18 September 

we will be running the popular Baking Sales Table.   

 

Given the amazing array of goods we received last year from many 

talented bakers and cooks …..we would love you to “tempt our taste-

buds” again with your favourite treats.    

 

 

THANK YOU for your support!   

 

Contact Sandra  

 Ph. 688 3619 evenings            

(or leave a message) with any queries.     
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12 September 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd   

19 September 9.00am 

9.30am 

10.30am 

 

Journey 21 C-Bay Car Park 

Worship @ Trinity,  22 College Road 

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

 

26 September 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd   

3 October 9.30am Combined Worship at Trinity, 22 College Rd  

10 October 10.00am 

 

Combined Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

AGM to follow service 

 

WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN  PARISH 

Youth & Children’s Events 

Youth Group   -Sundays from 5.30 to 7.30pm at St Stephens.   

Contact:  Margaret ph 688 8840. 

Boys’ Brigade   3.15pm-4.30pm & 6pm-7.30pm Mondays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930—Restart 20 September 

Rhythm Kids:  Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd.  

 Contact:  Helen 684 6403 or 021768 973—Restart Term 4 

Girls’ Brigade Juniors  3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd  

Girls’ Brigade Seniors  6.00pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd                                     

Contact : Fiona 688 0375 or 021 170 2930 - Restart 21 September 

Regular Events 

Study Group: Monday, This group is meeting in the Summer months only.  

Contact Isabel 684 4485  

Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Brent 686 1382 

Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd 

Eat Well Co-op Packing:  Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.  

Eat Well Co-op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd & Wai-iti Rd  

Study Group: Tuesday, 7.30pm, Hermann 684 5399 

Yoga for Seniors: 2pm on Thurs in Room 1 at Trinity. Leigh Marsden takes 

Live streaming every Sunday 
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this ‘not on the floor’ exercise programme . This is for men and  

women. Gold coin donation to assist with expenses is appreciated. 

Would you like to attend these classes? Or for more information, 

please contact  

Helen ph 684 6403 or 021 768 973. 

Coming Up 
Journey 21:  Meets at C-Bay carpark. 9am,  

   Sunday 19th September ‘Peace in our world’ 

All welcome.  Contact:  Ellen ph  03 685 6126  

Eatwell -  Bags $15 large and $10 small.  Place your order Thursdays  

by 8pm, pick up Tuesdays 3-4pm from Trinity Community Centre,  

22 College Road or St Stephens Church, 349 Wai-iti Road.   

Ph 022 123 3663 . 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN LUNCH GROUP   

Contact:  Dianne ph 686 0440 or Robyn 688 1948.  

The Community Club:  Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at St Stephens for 

Cards 500.  New members welcome. Contact:  Sid & Hazel 684 3478.  

Jam Session  is on Wednesday  22 September at St Stephens, 7.00 

to 8.30pm. Contact:  Brent  

Bible Society Church Safari: Saturday 16 October 2021. We will meet 

at the car park at Life Church for car sharing at 12 pm (if you leave 

from Timaru). We will meet at 1 pm at St Stephen's, Peel Forest, for a 

picnic lunch. Bring your own lunch. Then we will go to the Church of 

the Holy Innocents, St Thomas, St Anne's and finish for afternoon tea 

at St Mary's in Geraldine.  There will be a wet weather programme for 

the lunch.  For more information ring Evi ( 684 5399 or 

0210509065).  

COMMUNITY LUNCH         We were disappointed that the August lunch 

could not proceed but as we learn nothing is certain in the Covid or 

this Delta environment. It becomes difficult especially  

when supplies are brought. 

   Because I am not available to run the September lunch we have 

 decided out next Community Lunch will be 26th OCTOBER. 

   So let us join together on that Day and welcome in the warmer 

weather, enjoying great food and great company. 

 

Bev and the team at St Stephens Community Lunch. 

To reserve your place   Ph Bev 686 1207    

Sid   Ph 684 3478   Church office  PH 686 0981  
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Ministry Team Leader 

Brent Richardson      686-1382, 0274221892  brent@timarupres.org.nz 

                                            Not available Fridays 

Minister 

Rory Grant 686-1575,  0275705156  rory@timarupres.org.nz 

                                   Not available Fridays 

Parish Clerk  

Judith Begg 688-6004,  parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz 

Parish Office 

349 Wai-iti Rd     Phone: 686-0981 

email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz 

Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz  

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9am - 3pm 

Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday 

Copy for the October-November LINK should be emailed to 
link@timarupres.org.nz or sent to the Church Office  

by Friday 8 October. 

Worship Centres 
349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru 

22 College Rd, Timaru South 
www.timarupres.org.nz 

mailto:finance@timarupres.org.nz
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0 

 

22 College Rd & 349 Wai-iti Road 

 

Family pack  

$15 

Small pack  

$10 
 
 

Orders  022-123-3663 or  

Email:  eatwell@timarupres.org.nz 

Services are live streamed. 

 Or want to listen to it again?  

 Go to www.timarupres.org.nz 

James 1:  17-27 

St Stephens 29 August 2021 

mailto:eatwell@timarupres.ord.nz?subject=eatwell@timarupres.ord.nz
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Step 7) September: Kids 

Bible verses: Isaiah 11:6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leop-

ard shall lie down with the kid goat, the lion and the calf together, and a 

little child shall lead them. 

Matthew 7:9 Would anyone give your child a stone when he asks for 

bread? 

‘Big Idea’ 

We surround our kids with plastic! They eat out of plastic bags in plastic 

boxes. We buy them more and more brightly coloured plastic things to 

play with. Imagine a God-centred, creation-based play space for kids. 

Isaiah’s vision of God’s salvation shalom on earth is of a child leading 

all the animals in harmony – not just plastic toy animals but real living 

beings – where “nothing will hurt or destroy” (v10).  

Questions - for reflection & discussion 

Do children really need everything to be brightly coloured and  

individually wrapped? What values are we teaching them? 

What are good ways to engage with young people about environmental 

issues? How are they leading the church? 

Watch video at www.conversations.net.nz/rubbish-challenge.html  

Action Step for September 

Explore with parents, children, youth & ministry leaders how to reduce 

plastic and rubbish.  

Use natural materials for crafts  

Play outside, no matter what the weather 

Don’t laminate 

Choose natural fabrics for clothes and bedding 

Buy non-toxic crayons and chalk instead of felt pens 

Teach children about what happens to waste 

 

Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, thank you for our children, 

each one made in your image. 

Nourish them as they grow in a damaged world. 

May we give them good things instead of junk 

and feed them hope instead of anxiety. 

Amen 

This issue of “PRESBYTERIAN LINK” is delivered to you 

by…………………..……………………………….          Phone……………...……………. 

       The   Rubbish  Challenge 


