Weekly Lenten readings on page 7

What’s been
happening?
Company section young men
learning how to use a
compass.

One group got lost or didn't
follow instructions and the
boys finished off the evening
with a frozen-coke not sure
what they enjoyed the most.

Daniel at Government House receiving his Boys Brigade Queens
award certificate in Wellington in December.
Fiona
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Editorial
Hi folks!
It has been a crash-bang start to the year in many
ways. There are a few things in particular that I
would like to bring to your attention as we go.
First of all, and most importantly, Easter is
coming earlier than usual this year! We will be having our usual round
of services in the church, with a combined Timaru churches service at
10am on Good Friday at Life Church in Morgans Road. As has
become our habit we will also be having a dawn resurrection service at
the Bay, 7am in front of the boardwalk lookout. This will be followed by
a 10:30am combined service at St. Stephens.
Now, of course, this schedule could be interrupted by COVID 19
restrictions. As I write, we are currently in Level 2 lockdown in Timaru,
which means no gatherings of over 100 people. As we usually expect
around 400 people to the combined Good Friday service, this will be
disrupted if we are still above Level 1 restrictions. The plan is that if we
are in level 2, the service will be beamed to multiple locations where
smaller groups can gather separately, but together. If this is the case,
then we plan to offer St. Stephens as one of the venues. If we are at
level 3 or above, then the whole service will be offered online for
people to join in their own homes.
At this stage, our services and gatherings within our own parish remain
unaffected. We will still gather for worship as usual, and our usual
groups and programmes are running as per usual. We do ask that you
continue to scan in or sign in, wash and sanitise your hands, and
maintain social distancing with people you do not know. If you do not
feel comfortable in public gatherings at this time, I would encourage
you to try joining us in our online, streamed service at 10:30 am on
Sunday, live from St. Stephens. This stream will continue, even if we
escalate through the COVID levels. You can access Worship @ Home
from our church website, www.timarupres.org.nz
Many blessings,

Rory
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March Parish Council Report




















Congratulations to Brent and Catherine who have moved into their own
home on Wai-iti Road.
Rev. Phil Bettany joined the meeting to chair the discussion on housing
allowances for the ministers
Bev Quigley led devotions on “Cappuccino Christ” by Susan Jones, based on
John 2:1-10
Parish Council reviewed the housing allowance for the ministers.
Parish Council would like to express our gratitude for those who contribute
regularly to our worship at both Trinity & St. Stephens – duty elders, prayers, readers, florists, musicians, coffee & tea wranglers, greeters, etc!
Thank you!
Brent and Rory will look at running a training workshop in the middle of the
year for those who would like to grow in their confidence to lead corporate
prayer.
We have been asked if we have a nominee for moderator of the PCANZ to
follow on from Rev. Hamish Galloway. We have not put a name forward to
Presbytery from our parish.
Income for the year is running well ahead of budget.
It has been encouraging to have more visitors in our worship services recently
We are hoping that the work in the Trinity Community Centre Kitchen will be
under way this month.
The new stove for the St. Stephens kitchen is waiting to be delivered, and
should be installed soon. Thanks again to those who worked hard selling
daffodils to contribute to the cost of this!
Parish Council agreed to lease out the manse now that is not occupied.
Our first elder’s gathering for the year will be on Tuesday 23 rd March to
discuss pastoral visiting in the parish. Elders and pastoral visitors will be
invited.
We look forward to the TCMA combined Good Friday service at Life Church.
If we are not able to meet at that time, an online service will be produced.
Girls and Boys Brigades are underway for the year.
Parish Council will host a “Blue Skies” retreat on 10th of April to discuss the
long-term future for the parish. More info to come.
The Alpine Presbytery gathering is from 19-21 March in Ashburton. All are
welcome.
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Mission Group News
The Mission Group really appreciated the prompt response we received for two
small delivery jobs (one for Eatwell and the other for Family Works) that were
recently advertised. Thanks to all concerned.
Alison Linscott has certainly been a dedicated helper for the Mission Group,
collecting Food Bank items, and delivering them to Family Works faithfully each
week. Our thanks also go to Ken, who frequently helped Alison with this job at
Trinity.
The Eatwell helpers were really thrilled to receive recent donations of rhubarb ,
potatoes and pears that we have been able to share with our customers for free.
This adds a new dimension to the Eatwell bags, making them
even more of a bargain.

Returned at Last!

At sometime or other most of us have visited Milliken’s Furniture
Shop in Barnard Street, and have seen Andrew’s amazing model
train set-up there.

A few weeks back the office area at Trinity Church was tidied by
a few members of the Admin. Group, and during the process a treasure or two was
found. One of these was Andrew’s little Golden Book “The Little Engine That
Could” that he received at the age of 4/5, and just MAYBE this little book was the
start of his passion about model trains!
“The Little Engine That Could “ was recently returned to him, and he was very
grateful to get it back after all these years.
Elaine.

Every Tuesday morning during school term
10–11am Trinity Hall College Rd
Gold Coin Donation
Morning Tea Supplied
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Easter Symbols

Chicks have been used as a sign of life in many different cultures.
At Easter they represent new life.

Eggs have been a symbol of Jesus’ resurrection for a long time.
An empty egg (like the ones we sometimes decorate with food
colouring, or even a hollow chocolate egg) are a symbol of the empty tomb.

Another symbol of new life the rabbit has been associated with
Easter for a very long time.

Traditionally, hot cross buns are only eaten on Good
Friday. They are decorated with a flour paste cross to
represent the cross on which Jesus died.
The spices in the bun are said to represent the spices
used to embalm Jesus.

In Memoriam
Kay Steven

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God”
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Praying through the Psalms in
Lent
This year our journey towards Easter begins on the 17th of
February—Ash Wednesday. Lent is an opportunity for us to pause,
breathe deeply of God’s love, and reflect on where we are going
and where we have come from. This year, we encourage you to
take a journey through the Psalms. Rev. Silvia Purdie has
produced a wonderful 7 week personal guide for prayer and
reflection. Copies will be available in the church foyers. If you’d
prefer, you can follow along with the readings as part of
your own daily devotions:
Lent 1: Sunday 21 February ... INTIMACY … Focus Psalm: 131
Lent 2: Sunday 28 February … ACHIEVEMENT … Focus Psalm: 126
Lent 3: Sunday 7 March ... POWER … Focus Psalm: 2
Lent 4: Sunday 14 March ... HELP! … Focus Psalm: 121
Lent 5: Sunday 21 March ... OWNING UP … Focus Psalm: 51
Lent 6: Palm Sunday, 28 March ... BETRAYAL … Focus Psalm: 149
Good Friday, 2 April ... ABANDONED … Focus Psalm: 22
Easter Sunday, 4 April ... VICTORY … Focus Psalm: 18
You can read more of Silvia’s reflections at
www.conversations.net.nz
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TRINITY PROPERTY NEWS
KITCHEN TRANSFORMATION
Shortages of materials, holdups in production and
general COVID-19 effects have all contributed to
delays in starting this project.
As many of you who help and participate in activities know, the Centre is
now used virtually every day of the week by an ever-increasing number of
people and groups. They are all looking forward to working out of a bright
modern kitchen.
It is hoped that work will start in the week beginning 15th March – so
“fingers crossed.” Obviously there will be limited facilities kitchen-wise
but we are confident everyone will adjust and cope during the few weeks
of disruption.
We will keep you posted.
Trinity Property Team.

HOT CROSS BUNS (from the Great New Zealand cook book)
Ingredients: 1 1/2 Cups warm water 1/4 cup condensed milk
2Tbsp dried yeast or 4 1/2 tsp instant yeast
5cups plain or high grade flour 3tsp mixed spice
3tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp salt
1cup raisins
1/2 cup mixed peel
50gm butter softened
2 eggs.

Method: Blend water and condensed milk together. Sprinkle with yeast
granules and stir in, set aside for 10mins. Sift flour, spices and salt in a
large bowl. If using instant yeast add to dry ingredients.
Mix in dried fruit and peel, then make a hole in the centre. Pour in the milk
mix along with the butter and eggs. Stir until combined, turn out onto
floured surface and knead lightly. Dough can be quite wet, add extra flour
as you knead until dough is smooth and springy.
Put dough in greased bowl and cover with greased plastic wrap. Leave in a
warm place until dough doubles—around 40mins.
Punch dough down, and give it a quick knead. Divide into 24 portionsand
roll into balls. Place buns in a circle on a greased tray and cover with the
greased plastic wrap. Leave for around half an hour.
Preheat oven to 200c. In a small bowl, blend 1cup flour, 1tsp baking
powder, 2Tbsp butter and 1/2 cup water. This is for your crosses. You can
pipe these on using a plastic bag with the corner cut off.
Bake for 15 mins then brush with a mix of 1/3 cup warm water and 3Tbsp
sugar and bake for 5 more minutes.
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UNPLEASANT SURPRISES OF AN OVERHEAD
NATURE
Back in January 2019 we reroofed Trinity Church, as it was discovered
during the church repaint, that that virtually the entire roof, multi patched
over the years but never replaced, was past the point of redemption.
Remember the giant hailstones of the late 2019 storm that carved a
narrow swathe through the centre of Timaru township? Our property group
did some inspecting at that time, but the only damage appeared to be
some smashed skylights and damage to louvre windows in both the church
and hall.
But these days nothing is necessarily as it first seems! With the sun in the
right shadow casting position, and on closer and expert examination of our
roofs, they are what might be described as pock mark peppered with
indentations.
Yes, that is a shock – especially when the church roof was renewed early
2019 and we have been basking in a feeling of a job well done. Life is full
of surprises, not all of them pleasant.
Long story short, we have contacted our insurers Crombie Lockwood who
have appointed Giles Rees of Godfreys as assessor. They require two
separate roofing contractors to inspect and report on what areas of roof it
is recommended to replace, and “why”, including compromised durability,
voidance of warranty and cost. We now await the decisions, but are
fortunate we are well insured, albeit with a $1000 excess.
The inevitable silver lining? If the hall roof is
renewed, this will be a chance to install insulation
in the ceiling area, as because of the structure,
the only way is through the roof areas. This would
be very desirable as the hall is notoriously chilly in
winter with up to 30% of generated heat
dissipating as it rises. The church may be trickier
as space between the ceiling lining and roofing is
minimal. Thought you’d all be interested. We will
keep you posted.

Trinity Property Team.
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5: And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not. ye:
for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 6: He is not here:
for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay
Matthew 28:5–6
10
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WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
14 March

9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

21 March

9.00am Journey 21 C-Bay Car Park
9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

28 March

9.30am Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
Palm Sunday 10.30am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd
2 April
Good Friday

10.00am Combined at Life Church,
134 Morgans Road, Timaru

4 April

7.00am Breakfast at the Bay
Easter Sunday 10.30am Combined Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd
11 April

9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

Youth & Children’s Events
Youth Group -Sundays from 5.30 to 7.30pm at St Stephens.
Contact: Margaret ph 688 8840.
Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm - 4.30pm Mondays at 22 College Rd
Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930
Rhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd.
Contact: Helen 684 6403 or 021768 973
Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd
Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd
Contact : Fiona 688 0375 or 021 170 2930
Regular Events
Study Group: Monday, This group is meeting in the Summer months only.
Contact Isabel 684 4485
Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Brent 686 1382
12

Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd
Eat Well Co-op Packing: Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.
Eat Well Co-op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd & Wai-iti Rd
Study Group: Tuesday, 7.30pm, Hermann 684 5399
Yoga for Seniors: 2pm on Thurs in Room 1 at Trinity. Leigh Marsden
takes this ‘not on the floor’ exercise programme . This is for men and
women. Gold coin donation to assist with expenses is appreciated.
Would you like to attend these classes? Or for more information,
please contact Helen ph 684 6403 or 021 768 97.
Coming Up
Eatwell - Bags $15 large and $10 small. Place your order Thursdays
by 8pm, pick up Tuesdays 3-4pm from Trinity Community Centre,
22 College Road or St Stephens Church, 349 Wai-iti Road.
Ph 022 123 3663 .
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN LUNCH GROUP The March Meeting of Lunch Group
will be held on Wednesday 17 March at the Wai-iti Road Worship Centre
starting at 12.30pm with a shared Lunch.
Guest Speakers from Family Works will be Margaret Bruce, Social Worker
and Liz Munro, Community Facilitator of the Grandparents Group speaking
on “Grandparents Raising Grandchildren”.
All Ladies of the Parish welcome.
Apologies or rides required please contact Dianne 686 0440
or Robyn 688 1948.
The Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at St Stephens for Cards
500. New members welcome. Contact: Sid & Hazel 684 3478.
Bible Society Coffee and Dessert Evening: This will take place on Friday 19
March at 7 pm at St Stephen's Church , Wai-iti Rd. Speaker is Rev Dr Tim
Frank, a biblical archaeologist. He will speak about: "Living in Nehemiah's
Neighbourhood, daily life in late Ancient Israel". Cost $ 10.00pp. Proceeds
will go to Bible distribution in North Africa.
Presbytery Gathering: 19 - 21 March at St David's in Ashburton.
Journey 21: Meets at C-Bay carpark. 9am, Sunday 21st of March. Theme
’Serengeti Shall not Die‘
All welcome. Contact: Ellen ph 03 685 6126
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Worship Centres
349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru
22 College Rd, Timaru South
www.timarupres.org.nz
Parish Office
349 Wai-iti Rd
Phone: 686-0981
email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz
Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday 9am - 3pm
Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday

Ministry Team Leader
Brent Richardson
686-1382, 0274221892 brent@timarupres.org.nz
Not available Fridays
Minister
Rory Grant
686-1575, 0275705156 rory@timarupres.org.nz
Not available Fridays
Parish Clerk
Judith Begg
688-6004, parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz

Copy for the April-May LINK should be emailed to
link@timarupres.org.nz or sent to the Church Office
by Friday 9 April.
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Living in Nehemiah's Neighbourhood
Daily Life in late Ancient Israel

Speaker: Rev Dr Tim Frank,
Archaeologist

Friday 19 March 2021 at
7pm at St Stephen's
Church, Wai-iti Rd

Coffee and Dessert Evening

Cost: $ 10.00 per person
Proceeds will go to Bible distribution in North Africa
This event is organized by
Bible Society's Timaru Action Group

Presbytery Gathering
19 - 21 March at
St David's in Ashburton.

0

22 College Rd & 349 Wai-iti Road
Family pack
$15
Small pack
$10

Orders 022-123-3663 or

Email: eatwell@timarupres.org.nz
15

The Rubbish Challenge
Step 2) March: Measure
Bible verse
There is lots of counting in the Bible; think of some and look them up.
Counting helps us take notice of reality. Jesus invited people to be fully
aware of what was going on: “blessed are your eyes because they see, and
your ears because they hear.” (Matthew 13:16)

‘Big Idea’
To read a map you need to know where you are. Measure your rubbish to
set a baseline. Then you can set goals and measure progress.
Questions for reflection & discussion
Take a good hard look at the rubbish that we produce.
Find out more about waste issues in your city.
Do you think you personally put too much in the bin?
What are you already trying to do to reduce land-fill waste?
Action Step for February
Measure your rubbish. Choose a period (2 or 4 weeks). Make up a chart for
each type of rubbish. Notice what is in each bin – what was in the wrong
bin?
Watch the 4-minute video at
www.conversations.net.nz/rubbish-challenge.html
Prayer
Dear God, if only we could throw away everything we do not want.
If only stuff would disappear, from our homes, from our relationships, from
the planet
like … (pause to name things you would like less of).
Dear God. We confess to you our rubbish - the junk we buy, the rubbish
things we say and do. Forgive us, God of infinite grace. Have mercy on us.
Amen.

This issue of “PRESBYTERIAN LINK” is delivered to you
by…………………..……………………………….
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Phone……………...…………….

