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Weekly Lenten readings on page 9



What's been
happening?

Above: Photos of the window display over
Christmas time at St Stephens.




Editorial

Welcome to this edition of the Link. It feels good and
hopeful to be at the beginning of a new year,
especially after such a disruptive one. The rapid
roll-out of vaccines around the world is giving hope
that the danger of this pandemic may be passing.
And yet, there is a new strain on the loose and we
are not sure of the vaccine’s efficacy against this.
Only time will tell.

| think if 2020 taught us anything it is to expect the unexpected! Some of
us may be optimistic going into a new year, others less so. In times of
uncertainty and anxiety, Isaiah invites us to go outside and “lift up your
eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out
the starry host one by one and calls forth each of them by name. Be-
cause of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is miss-
ing.”

(Isa 40:26) Now more than ever we need to silence the noise of bad
news and consider the works of God’s hands- hands that are able to
carry us through whatever 2021 brings.

At the end of January, | celebrated 10 years of ordained ministry. |
remember the occasion well. It was a very hot night, in a packed-out hall
in West Melton. | was chuffed to be able to wear my brand-new clerical
collar, but rather surprised to be the only one wearing one- it was far too
hot to dress up that night! I'm very thankful for the wonderful journey of
the past 10 years full of great experiences and opportunities to grow and
develop into the person God has called me to be. God has been faithful
and good to me.

I'm very much looking forward to getting back on my bike for this year's
Central South Island Charity Bike Ride ‘around the block’ (Timaru to
Timaru via Tekapo and Kurow- 18-20 Feb). To date team Richardson
have raised $1300 for local charities. Thank you to all of you who have
contributed and supported this endeavour.

Brent.

Photo on page 2:

My Ordination 10 years ago. Certainly more grey hair since then!
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February Parish Council Report

For his devotions Murray spoke about the importance of giving thanks to
God. He read Ephesians 5 v 30.

We acknowledged and gave thanks for the work Stephanie Holland has
done, as she steps down from the position as Kidz Time co ordinator.
The Parish council confirmed the appointment, as from the 19 January,
2021 of Rose Hill to the position of treasurer for Timaru Presbyterian
Church.

Parish council has responded to the Royal Commission of Inquiry into
historical abuse, on behalf of the Presbyterian Parish and former
Parishes of Timaru.

The Parish Council is hosting a Blue Skies Retreat on Saturday 10t April.
Alpine Presbytery are holding their next gathering from 19th -21st March
at St Davids, Ashburton.

The Trinity Church kitchen project has been delayed due to shortages in
materials (Covid related), expecting to commence in March.

Lois




Mission Group News

Members of the Mission Group were very pleased to hear the recent suc-
cess of Buy and Supply during the December/Holiday break. As the total
amount was $551.10 it was decided to halve the proceeds with $251.90
going to St. John’s Charity Bus Service, and the remaining amount of
$299.20 going to Family Works for their programme
‘Grandparents caring for grandchildren’. - with school expenses in mind.
For the month of February Buy and Supply will be raising funds for the
Westpac Rescue Helicopter Trust.

The Bucket Mission recipients were decided for the next few months, and
they are to be:
February. - Boys Brigade - to help with fees etc.
March - CCS - Disability Action. Supporting disabled people
and Whanau in NZ.
April - Women'’s Refuge.

The Mission Group are asking for help with deliveries - we estimate either
job would take less than 1/2 an hour once a week.

1. Wanted a person to pack up donated groceries for the Food Bank,
following the Sunday Service, and then deliver them to Family Works the
following day.

2. Wanted a person to deliver 4/5 Eatwell bags to various locations
around town on Tuesday afternoon.

More information from: Andrea ph 686-1575 or Joy ph 686-1656

The last Kindy Cooking session for the year had a definite festive theme with
fruit kebabs, a kiwi fruit wreath with red currant holly berries, and strawberry
Santa’s being made. Kindy Cooking will continue at both Kowhai and Hanan
Kindergartens this year, with one session per term.

TP Kids has already got underway for the year with much enthusiasm, and
Rhythm Kids is about to start an exciting new programme on February 9th.

. . Every Tuesday morning during school term
E‘ hyt Tﬂ 10-11am Trinity Hall College Rd
?Klds Gold Coin Donation

Morning Tea Supplied
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11 January 2021

Timaru Presbyterian Parish
Attn: Session Clerk

349 Wai-iti Road

TIMARU 7910

Dear Parishioners

We trust you had a lovely Christmas and New Year. Thank you for continuing to
support Family Works, Your contribution is always welcomed and is a wonderful
addition In helping the families we work with.

As Covid has continued to affect our community we have had an increase in clients,
families and organisations accessing our Foodbank. This continues to keep staff
busy on a weekly basis as we support families and individuals in contact with our
service.

During the Christmas period we were very busy co-ordinating Christmas food parcels
and Christmas gifts. This was all made possible through the generosity of the
community. In addition to this, the Christmas Angels initiative resulted in over fifty
families receiving gifts for each individual family member.

Your kindness and generosity continues to remind us of the wonderful community we
live in,

Yours sincerely
4/
=

Liz Nolan
Manager

Stroag Ramilies Boid Krong commanilie



The Rubbish Challenge

10 Steps to less waste in 10 months for churches
and homes around NZ

Introducing The Rubbish Challenge

The ‘Why?’

We all know that we make too much rubbish. Too much goes in the
red bin, off to landfill. Too much stuff is only made for one use
before getting chucked. Too much recycling gets

contaminated and dumped. Not enough stuff gets
composted.

This is not just a problem for our city councils. It is a
problem for God’s creation, and so it is a problem
for God and God’s people. We all add to landfill
waste and so we all get to share in solving the
problem. Could this even be a way of serving God?
Could it be a face of mission in 2021?

The ‘How?’

How? By taking small steps.

To cut down on our rubbish, we think about what we use and where
it goes. We make choices, about what to buy and how to dispose of
what we don’t want any more. The Rubbish
Challenge is a series of little actions, one each
month. Together they add up to a big impact.

The Rubbish Challenge is a brief resource for

churches, groups , families and individuals, de-

signed to fit into a newsletter. Each month there’ll

be thought, a verse, a prayer, and a practical task
" to do.
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The Rubbish Challenge

10 Steps over 10 Months:
Step 1) February: Consider
Step 2) March: Measure
Step 3) April: Recycling
Step 4) May: Disposables
Step 5) June: Food
Step 6) July: Paper Towels
Step 7) August: Office
Step 8) September: Kids
Step 9) October: Cleaning
Step 10) November: Celebrate

Look at the back page for Step one.
. A \ n ! I
In Memoriam

S G
(7 Mary Green
"k s Kay Blissett
NERRTZ John Ward
| Chris Van den Broeke
| Russell Dockrill
Joyce Begg

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God”
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Praying through the Psalms in
Lent

This year our journey towards Easter begins on the 17th of
February—Ash Wednesday. Lent is an opportunity for us to pause,
breathe deeply of God’s love, and reflect on where we are going
and where we have come from. This year, we encourage you to
take a journey through the Psalms. Rev. Silvia Purdie has
produced a wonderful 7 week personal guide for prayer and
reflection. Copies will be available in the church foyers. If you'd
prefer, you can follow along with the readings as part of
your own daily devotions:

Lent 1: Sunday 21 February ... INTIMACY ... Focus Psalm: 131
Lent 2: Sunday 28 February ... ACHIEVEMENT ... Focus Psalm: 126
Lent 3: Sunday 7 March ... POWER ... Focus Psalm: 2
Lent 4: Sunday 14 March ... HELP! ... Focus Psalm: 121
Lent 5: Sunday 21 March ... OWNING UP ... Focus Psalm: 51
Lent 6: Palm Sunday, 28 March ... BETRAYAL ... Focus Psalm: 149
Good Friday, 2 April ... ABANDONED ... Focus Psalm: 22
Easter Sunday, 4 April ... VICTORY ... Focus Psalm: 18

You can read more of Silvia’s reflections at
www.conversations.net.nz

NN
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Need to Talk?

1737

"Need to talk? 1737"is the national
mental health and addictions helpline

1737 is a free and confidential service that connects people
with a trained mental health and addictions professional. It is
available any time 24/7 by text or phone call.

More information is available at www.1737.0org.nz.

What can someone call about?

Anyone feeling stressed, anxious, worried, depressed, needing advice on mental
health or addictions issues or really anything that may be troubling you.

Who answers the calls?

Calls are answered by trained professionals who use proven behavioural support
techniques.

1737 is run as part of the National Teleheaith Service. The same trained mental
health professionals who currently respond to calls, texts, webchat and emails
across the existing National Telehealth Service mental health and addiction
helplines (depression, gambling and alcohol drug helplines} support people
who call or text 1737,

What does the service provide?

* When someone texts or calls 1737 a mental health professional will work
with the person to develop a care plan. This could include referral to another
sorvice, additional counselling or providing information and support.

* Brief intervention counselling services (primary counselling services where
alternative counselling services are not available).

* Transfer and signposting to other services (e.g. face-to-face service

providers),

MW”MZW.WNWWMMIQI;"QW“
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WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN PARISH

14 February  9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

21 February  9.00am Journey 21 C-Bay Car Park
9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

28 February  9.30am Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

7 March 9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

14 March 9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

TIMARU PARISH EVENTS

Youth & Children’s Events

Youth Group -Sundays from 5.30 to 7.30pm at St Stephens.

Contact: Margaret ph 688 8840.

Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm - 4.30pm Mondays at 22 College Rd
Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930

Rhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd.
Contact: Helen 684 6403 or 021768 973

Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd
Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd
Contact : Fiona 688 0375 or 021 170 2930

Regular Events
Study Group: Monday, This group is meeting in the Summer months only.
Contact Isabel 684 4485

Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Brent 686 1382
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TIMARU PARISH EVENTS

Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd

Eat Well Co-op Packing: Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.

Eat Well Co-op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd & Wai-iti Rd
Study Group: Tuesday, 7.30pm, Hermann 684 5399

Yoga for Seniors: 2pm on Thurs in Room 1 at Trinity. Leigh Marsden
takes this ‘not on the floor’ exercise programme . This is for men and
women. Gold coin donation to assist with expenses is appreciated.
Would you like to attend these classes? Or for more information,
please contact Helen ph 684 6403 or 021 768 97.

Coming Up

Eatwell - Bags $15 large and $10 small. Place your order Thursdays
by 8pm, pick up Tuesdays 3-4pm from Trinity Community Centre,

22 College Road or St Stephens Church, 349 Wai-iti Road.

Ph 022 123 3663 .

Journey 21: Meets at C-Bay carpark. 9am, Sunday 21st of February.
All welcome. Contact: Ellen ph 03 685 6126

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN LUNCH GROUP Our first 2021 Meeting will
be held Wednesday 17 February at Wai-iti Road Worship Centre start-
ing at 12.30pm with a shared lunch. It will be a chatty meeting with
a little bit of future planning included. Apologies or rides required
please contact Dianne 686 0440, Robyn 688 1948.

The Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at St Stephens for
Cards 500. New members welcome. Contact: Sid & Hazel 684
3478.

Jam Session is on 18 February at St Stephens, 7.00 to 8.30pm.
Contact: Brent

Presbytery Gathering: 19 - 21 March at St David's in Ashburton.
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TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
Worship Centres
349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru

22 College Rd, Timaru South
www.timarupres.org.nz

Parish Office
349 Wai-iti Rd  Phone: 686-0981
email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz
Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday 9am - 3pm
Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday

PARISH CONTACTS

Ministry Team Leader
Brent Richardson  686-1382, 0274221892 brent@timarupres.org.nz

Not available Fridays

Minister

Rory Grant 686-1575, 0275705156 rory@timarupres.org.nz
Not available Fridays

Parish Clerk
Judith Begg 688-6004, parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz

LINK DEADLINE

Copy for the March-April LINK should be emailed to
link@timarupres.org.nz or sent to the Church Office
by Friday 5 March.
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This month we would like to express our gratitude to
Stephanie Holland for all the work she has done during
her time as co-ordinator of Kidz Time.

Presbytery Gatirerung

19 - 21 March at
St David's in Ashburton.

Eat Well Fruit & Vege Co-op

$10
Orders 022-123-3663 or

Email: eatwell@timarupres.org.nz
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BgRE)/Rubbish Challenge
Step 1) February: Consider

Bible verse: Ephesians 1:22
"And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head
over everything."

‘Big Idea’: Mission is Gospel in Context

Christ is Lord of everything and the Gospel of Christ is good news for every-
where. Mission happens at the points of connection between the eternal
truth of salvation and the messy specifics of human life. In our time we
face huge environmental issues. Following Jesus takes us where ever he
leads, even into the rubbish dumps of the world.

Question - for reflection & discussion

Whose problem is our rubbish? Is it a problem for God?

It's great to throw things in the bin and someone else takes it away ... but
where does it go? What impact does it have on the environment? Is it our
responsibility?

Is this something our church/group/home would like to address this year?

Action Steps for February: Read and Discuss

1. Download the ‘Waste’ study guide from A Rocha’s ‘Rich Living’ series:
www.arocha.org.nz/resources/rich-living-series

2. Read and talk about it with others.

3. Decide to do the Rubbish Challenge 10 Steps this year.

For a church this could involve taking a formal proposal to the leadership/
Council.

Prayer
Almighty Creator, all things come from you. You call us to be responsible
stewards.
Jesus Christ, you are in all the world. You call us into mission to all the
world.
Life-giving Spirit, give us strength to follow Christ, in the little things and in
the big things.

Amen.

This issue of “PRESBYTERIAN LINK” is delivered to you




