Easter in quarantine

See page 2 for this months themed thought.

What’s coming up?
Jam Session

To be held Thursday 25th
June and thereafter on the
4th Thursday of each month
at St Stephens, 7.00 to
8.30pm. This will provide
space to develop our gifts,
play together in a non
pressured environment,
explore new music,
encourage new people.
If you play an instrument and
would like to play in the
music group, come along
and have a go.
Contact: Brent ph 686 1382.

Historic Art - St Pauls

For over 90 years, these limestone carvings adorned
the exterior of St Pauls church. Each is a different
design and are examples of superb master
craftsmanship.
Before demolition, they were removed and gifted to our
parish as a fundraiser. Today only five remain for sale
at a price of $100 each.
If you or anyone you know who has had significant links
with St Pauls would like to purchase any of these last five treasures,
contact: Dawn ph 686 0595.

Community
Welcome back! We’ve missed you! Over the last couple of months
life as we knew it has gone through a transformation. It has made
me very aware of how important community can be. I think it has
also encouraged people to think creatively in the way we interact
with each other. The most important thing is, that as the body of
Christ, we need to interact and maintain our face to face contact
with our community.
Take care and stay safe.
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Editorial
Hi folks! What an unprecedented time this has been.
It is easy for us, here safe and sound in New Zealand, to
forget that this pandemic has not only put us into lockdown, but it has taken its toll on health and life worldwide.
I feel very grateful that, as a nation we have come
through this largely unscathed, and my heart goes out to
those less fortunate than ourselves.

Please keep praying for our world and all of those suffering directly and indirectly from this dreadful disease.
It is wonderful to be back face-to-face, sharing fellowship and worshiping
together.
We have been through quite a journey, and there will be many of us feeling
ready to go back to "normal" and many who are feeling a little nervous about
what our "new normal" might look like.
Over the next few weeks we will still be playing things by ear to a certain
extent. We are beginning with one service at St. Stephens. We really don't
know how many people to expect. Our current plan is to move back to our
two usual services at the beginning of July, but we are ready to move sooner
if numbers at worship are beyond what is comfortable at St. Stephens.
If you have missed seeing our online services and my Lockdown Lightbulbs
during this time, you can find them on our church website,
www.timarupres.org.nz
We will be continuing to live-stream services for at least the next few weeks
as folk adjust back to gathering in person. This may well continue if it is a
service that you find worthwhile, so please do let us know!
The government have said that church gatherings at level two and level one
are not required to observe physical distancing. We are conscious that there
may be mixed feelings about this in the congregation. So, in the meantime at
least, we are encouraging folk to respect physical distancing if possible. You
are welcome to give each other a hug, but please ask first to make sure that
the huggee is as comfortable with this as the hugger. Let's use creative
alternatives to shaking hands in the meantime.
We will still be asking people to maintain good standards of sanitising with
their hands, and with frequently used surfaces. Please also make sure that
you sign in when you arrive so that we can keep up-to-date with contact tracing.
Arohanui, Rory
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June Parish Council Report
The parish council met face to face for the first time since March, April and
May meetings being held on Zoom. It did turn into a long meeting and
highlights how ‘efficient’ Zoom meetings can be!
Here are the highlights from the meeting:
Brent, Rory and Helen Carter were interviewed by Rev Darryl Tempero
from Alpine Presbytery about things we have learned and questions
we are asking in the post Covid lockdown period. These videos are
posted on the Alpine facebook page.

We have received a request from Family Works to provide space for
their community food bank in the Trinity Centre. There has been a very
big increase in demand for this service and more space is required.
Council are awaiting a more detailed proposal from FW’s but are
excited about partnering with them in this way.
A significant amount of work has been undertaken to get our health
and safety plans in place ahead of reopening our facilities. Thanks
especially to our H&S officer, Max Muldrew for his input. Considerable
time was spent discussing our reopening plans, especially church
services. We will keep to our plan of one service at St Stephens live
streamed through June but we can quickly get back to 2 services if
need be and will advise accordingly when that happens.
A first draft of the 2020/21 budget was presented. Once this has
been approved by Admin and Council it will be presented at our AGM
(30th August).
We discussed progress on the Trinity centre kitchen upgrade. This
significant project will greatly enhance the mission activities currently
being undertaken in the centre. Alongside the kitchen there are plans
to upgrade the toilets and hall heating/cooling systems.
Our pastoral elder, Lois Shipley, presented a report from the
pastoral group highlighting the great work the Elders did in phoning
around our congregation and keeping folk connected.Lois has done a
wonderful job of keeping in touch with the elders and getting their
feedback. We also discussed the issue of catering for funerals and the
challenges faced with fewer people able to do this work. It was
decided to outsource the catering to funeral directors in the first
instance.
Thanks was expressed by Joy Elliot on behalf of the Worship group for
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the efforts made by the ministers to provide worship services during the
lockdown. It was acknowledged that considerable work was involved in
this, not least the unseen task of editing video (done by Rory) so that
the final product was appealing and enjoyable to watch.
Helen Carter reported that Rhythm Kids were back to running their
programme after doing it online for a few weeks. They were very happy
to be back! The yoga group is looking for a new tutor so this will be on
hold until one is found.
The Eat Well programme is back up and running with a small
increase in price for the bags, reflecting recent price increases in fruit
and vegetables.
Brent

1 Peter 4:8-11
8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of
sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use
whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in
its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very
words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so
that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the
power for ever and ever. Amen.

Mission Group update
Lockdown unfortunately shortened our Buy and Supply activities at both
churches recently, but even so, $199.60 was raised at Trinity and $63.10
at St. Stephen’s.
This money has now been forwarded on to Family Works for assistance
with grocery spending, for those on their refugee programme. The Buy and
Supply tables at both venues will resume in the spring.
Each winter the Mission Group initiates a knitting project, and the current
one is for knitted slippers to fit older children. These knitted slippers will
eventually go to Family Works and the Arowhenua Marie for distribution.
There are patterns available in the St.Stephen’s foyer. Other knitted items
such as beanies, baby singlets, jerseys etc. are also much appreciated by
Family Works.
Eatwell will be up and running again on Tuesday 9th. June. We will also
be trialling a small sized $10 bag as well as the $15 one.
Elaine
5

With such on going demand
on our foodbank the cost to
keep up with supply of
foodparcels is in excess of
$10K per month—Your
donations make a real and
immediate difference.
Donate online at
pssc.org.nz
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In Memoriam
Ruth Shortland
Alister Ferguson
Graham Gee
Ivan Sorenson
Pearl Smith
Doug Low

John Malthus
Mildred Low
Ray Sansom
E M Robinson
Margaret Lowrey

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God”
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22 College Rd & 349 Wai-iti Road
Family pack $15
Small pack $10
Orders 022-123-3663 or
email eatwell@timarupres.org.nz
Let us know if you, or someone you know, have
something to celebrate or be thankful for.

Thank you!
This month we would like to express our appreciation
to the Elders for keeping in touch through phone calls
at such an uncertain time. Also thank you to the
Ministers for continuing to care for the body of Christ.
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WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
14 June

10.00am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

21 June

10.00am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

28 June

10.00am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

5 July

9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd
2.30pm Afternoon Communion in Trinity Chapel, 22 College Rd
Afternoon Tea to follow

11 July

9.30am Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd
10.30am Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd

Youth & Children’s Events
KidzTime 10.30am Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd—Restarts Term 3
Youth Group Has Started -Sundays from 5.30 to 7.30pm at St Stephens.
Contact: Margaret ph 688 8840.
Boys’ Brigade Has Started 3.15pm & 4.30pm Mondays at 22 College Rd
Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930
Rhythm Kids: Has Started Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd.
Contact: Helen 684 6403 or 021768 973
Girls’ Brigade Juniors Has Started 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd
Girls’ Brigade Seniors Has Started 6.00pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd
Contact : Fiona 688 0375 or 021 170 2930
Regular Events
Study Group: Monday, 7.00pm, Isabel 684 4485
Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Brent 686 1382

1 Corinthians 12:25-27
25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have
equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if
one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of
Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
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Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd—Restart 16 June
Eat Well Co-op Packing: Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.
Eat Well Co-op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd & Wai-iti Rd
Study Group: Tuesday, 7.30pm, Hermann 684 5399
Coming Up
Yoga for Seniors: Restart to be advised
Eatwell - Started on 9 June. Bags $15 large and $10 small. Place your
order Thursdays by 8pm, pick up Tuesdays 3-4pm from Trinity Community Centre, 22 College Road or St Stephens Church, 349 Wai-iti
Road. Ph 022 123 3663
Presbyterian Women Lunch Group
Hello Members, Great to be able to gradually come back into
Fellowship as we know it. Lunch Group meets Wednesday 17 June at
Arthur St Café at 12.30pm. As members will remember the last time we
booked in, there was a hail storm and by rebooking is one way of
supporting a local business. Numbers attending to be with Dianne by
Monday 15 June. Should anyone require a ride to the luncheon please
contact - Dianne 686 0440.
Journey 21: Meets at C-Bay carpark, 9am, Sunday 21st June.
All welcome. Contact: Ellen ph 03 685 6126
The Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at St Stephens for Cards
500, Indoor Bowls, Scrabble & Art. New members welcome.
Contact: Sid & Hazel 684 3478.—Restart 16 June
Bible Society Cheese-roll Fund Raiser:
We are making again our famous cheese-rolls. Please have your orders in by Sunday 5 July for delivery on Sunday 12 July and again on 19 July for delivery on Sunday
26 July. Prices are the same as last year: 1 doz $ 6.00.
2 doz$
12.00, 3 doz $ 15.00, 4 doz $ 20.00 etc. You may order with Alison Ph:
688 4317 or email <k.linscott@xtra.co.nz>, Evi Ph: 684 5399 or
02105 09065 or email <mama@newfrankland.org> , Margaret
Ph 688 2363) or the church office Ph 686 0981.
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Worship Centres
349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru
22 College Rd, Timaru South
www.timarupres.org.nz
Parish Office
349 Wai-iti Rd
Phone: 686-0981
email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz
Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday 9am - 3pm
Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday

Ministry Team Leader
Brent Richardson
686-1382, 0274221892 brent@timarupres.org.nz
Not available Fridays
Minister
Rory Grant
686-1575, 0275705156 rory@timarupres.org.nz
Not available Fridays
Parish Clerk
Judith Begg
688-6004, parishclerk@timarupres.co.nz

Copy for the July-August LINK should be sent to the Church Office or
emailed to link@timarupres.org.nz by Friday 3 July.
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Bear antics connect with
community
“We’re going on a bear hunt” was one of our children’s favourite stories.
This year when the COVID-19 Great New Zealand Bear Hunt emerged, it
seemed only natural to connect with it. And this is what it was all about
for me – connecting.
It started with putting bears in different
windows inviting ‘children’ to count the
bears. Then a few days later the bears
decided to play. As a number of people
passed and stopped, I realised this was
an opportunity for the church to connect
with the local community. To ‘say’
something about what was happening.
The idea of changing scenes emerged. At
its peak we had three different scene
changes in a week and three windows
with different things happening.
The ideas were inspired by COVID,
the season, things I saw, heard or
noticed and people. There was a
sense of engaging children in the
displays – what might they like?
What were they doing this week?
How could I make it fun? Sometimes
there were things to search for, like
connecting Ashley’s love of Wombats
with ‘where’s the Wombat’ or ‘spot
what doesn’t belong’ in the scene
(rice in the Anzac biscuit recipe).
Moving toward Easter there was the
opportunity to ‘tell’ the Easter story. I
mixed the bears and friends in
different scenes with Bible verses from the Children’s Bible so people
could read about it. One little girl turned 5 and was unable to start
school because of lockdown. Her idea was that the bears should find
some Easter eggs.
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Another connection was with an older lady
who shared how much she looked forward
to her daily walk “to see what the bears are
up to today”. Sarah would bike up to the
church and share thoughts as she swept
leaves – she even helped make decorations
for the ‘birthday celebration’ and sea scene
– thank you Sarah.
Thank you also for your encouraging
feedback, ideas and loaned objects. I
enjoyed the unusual opportunity for creative
expression. Here are a few pictures – just in
case you missed “The Church Bears and
Friends”.
Catherine Richardson.

Every Tuesday morning
during school term
10–11am Trinity Hall
College Rd
Gold Coin Donation
Morning Tea Supplied
This issue of “PRESBYTERIAN LINK” is delivered to you
by…………………..……………………………….
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Phone……………...…………….

