
  

 

 

Please find enclosed 

the CWS Appeal  

envelope 

A stirring service 

  Photos of ‘Stir up Sunday’ combined 

          service at St Stephens. To the right 

       are some of the new members who 

      were inducted into our church family. 

     Below is Brent with the Christmas cake    

     in the foreground. And below right is the 

music team on the same day.  
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It’s been a busy month since the November link.   

 
Christmas Lunch  

(1st picture) 

 

Community Club 

(2nd Picture) 

 

Eatwell 

(3rd Picture)  

 

Youth Group events  

(see inside back page) 

 

 

At the service on the  

24 November 2019 we  

welcomed the following new 

members: 

Anja Gordon  

Eleanor & Ron Wilson  

Lynne Henderson 

 

Two Transfers of  

Membership also welcomed 

at the  24 November  

Service are: 

Jean & Graham Gee. 

 

More photos on page 15 

What’s been happening? 

The Church Office  

will be closing on Tuesday 24 December and  

will reopen on Tuesday 7 January 2020 
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“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” John 3:16.  

There are many ways of showing love and affection. We can do this in words, 

actions, gestures and more. We each express love in ways that can best relay 

our intentions. There is no right or wrong way. Each expression shows our 

heart and soul. Our hope and aim is that it is well received. Love is an       

enormous part of our make-up. Whatever way it is given, with right and      

honourable intentions, it will be received and appreciated.  

Christmas is love. Love is Christmas. “God so loved that he gave his Son”. This 

is the greatest expression of love. The personal touch, person-to-person,     

kanohi ki te kanohi.  

At Christmas, God is reminding us that love is the greatest gift. Jesus, God’s 

Son, the baby of Bethlehem, was given to humanity, the world. God so loved 

that God came to us in a baby born in a manger. God identifies with humanity. 

God is showing and teaching us God’s personal love.  

As we replicate and follow the way of God, let us try our best to be there: the 

personal touch, face to face, being present wherever possible. We are God’s 

gift to our families, our friends, and our communities. Be there in person this 

Christmas. It makes all the difference.   

It is said that the next best expression of love is your voice, followed closely by 

your written word. If you can’t be there for your loved ones this Christmas, 

send a voice message, send a written message – an email, card, letter. If you 

can’t be there in any of these ways, there is always, and forever, your prayers.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  

You are loved.  

Yours in Christ's service   

Fakaofo   

Right Reverend Fakaofo Kaio  Moderator Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 

New Zealand moderator@presbyterian.org.nz   
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December Parish Council Report 

 

Parish Council met early for a delightful meal. 

 

Devotions – Joy led us on a reading from a book called  

“Jesus Calling” on giving thanks based on Psalm 118.  

 

We had a short time discussing some pastoral matters. 
Discussion about our Mission plan, (led by Rory)   focussing on our 

“Making Space” theme—this included discussion about refugees     

arriving soon. 

 

We need to have a “Mission Champion” to fit in with the Presbytery 

initiative. 

 

We are working on a new plan with recording finances – and – giving 

is increasing. Well done, people. 

 

There is considerable progress with property developments at both 

sites. 

 

2020 will need to include more cultural dinners—very popular. 

 

Joy produced an excellent worship report which featured “ Stir Up  

Sunday”- also a reminder that all sermons are recorded and are easy 

to find on our website. 

 

Our parish recognised the work of Rev Dr Susan Jones at her  

retirement, with a gift of flowers.  

Murray 

0 Last day is 17th December—resuming 14th January 2020 

22 College Rd & 349 Wai-iti Road 
 

Family pack $15   Small pack $8    

Orders  022-123-3663 or  

email eatwell@timarupres.org.nz 

mailto:eatwell@timarupres.ord.nz?subject=eatwell@timarupres.ord.nz
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News from the Mission Group 
 
The Buy and Supply money for November and December will go to 

Family Works in two installments - the first one being for $212.70, 

and this has been delivered this week. The committee felt this may 

help with the purchase of early Christmas meat specials that are 

needed for distribution to needy families. The final contribution from 

the Buy and Supply table will go straight to Family Works after the 

December 22nd. service. 

 

A Christmas theme will feature with the kindy cooking this month. 

Two members of our group will help the children create strawberry 

Santa’s, along with grape caterpillars. 

 

Eatwell is ticking along well, and will conclude for the year on        

December  17th and will resume on January 14th. If you would like 

to join the list of satisfied customers ring - 022-123-3663. 

 

Eatwell is in need of a computer literate person familiar with spread 

sheets to occasionally help with the ordering. Ring Andrea for more 

details - ph.6861575  

Operation Christmas Child 
 

The 65 Operation Christmas Child boxes from this parish should be 

near their destination. For some children this may be the 

first gift they have had. Can you imagine the joy that brings and you 

have been part of that. Some will share the gifts with other members 

of the family. 

  

A big thank you to all those who  

supported with the gifts, provided full  

boxes and the travel costs. Without your 

support this would not be such a  

success.  

 

Judith Begg 
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My Dad came to New Zealand in 1928, 

following my Uncle Jack who emigrated 

from Donegal County in Ireland two 

years earlier. 

 

They farmed at Skipton, between  

Geraldine and Fairlie on 646 acres 

which I remember as being equal to 

one square mile. 

 

I was born in the town of Fairlie in the 

1940’s and spent my early years living 

on the farm property. 

 

I am the oldest of a family of 4, followed by 3 sisters the first of whom was 

born just 13 months after me.  

 

I remember that my grandmother who lived at Fairlie had a photo of Adolf 

Hitler and delighted it sticking pins into it! 

 

I have always had an association with  

horses, riding my pony Bonnie about 3 

miles to school and continuing my  

interest into adulthood. 

 

I attended the Skipton school until it closed 

due to a lack of pupils when I was in  

standard 4. Then I finished my primary 

schooling at Fairlie travelling by school bus. 

 

My secondary school years were spent as a 

boarder at Timaru Boys’ High.  Every   

Sunday we would troop to Trinity Church in  

Barnard Street and in my last year, the 

newly built hall in College Road. 
 

We are continuing a series of ‘thumbnails’ on randomly selected parishioners. 

A series of clues to the identity are set out below. How quickly can you pick this 

month’s choice?  Did you get any surprises?  

         Answer on page  19 

How well do you know your fellow parishioners? 

Original family cottage near Donegal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Me riding my pony Bonnie 
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When I was 18 a sad and unexpected 

event made a big change in my life. My 

father died very suddenly aged only 51 

due to a ruptured blood vessel.  

Obviously, I needed to have a crash 

course on farm management – we 

milked a small herd of dairy cows and 

farmed mainly sheep.  My mother was 

left to look after the family – myself and 

3 sisters Valmai, Karen and Eileen aged 

16, 10 and 8.  

 

The house on the property originally known as ‘Owersby’ was built in 

1890. We did not have electric power on the property until 1957 as  

unfortunately one farmer down our road refused to be part of the scheme, 

thereby stymying the development for all other residents. I still have one of 

the antique kerosene lamps on display in our dining area. 
 

I left the farm in 1970 as the family decided to sell it when my mother 

went to live in town. I started work at D J Haigh & Co., frozen vegetable 

processors. Apart from working in the factory, I drove the huge pea vining 

machines (similar to a combine harvester), around the district to have 

them on site when the crop was ready for harvest.  
 

When Haigh’s sold out in 1972 my new employers became J Wattie Foods 

Ltd. In 1987 they sold to General Foods who I continued working for on 

the same site and later their cool stores on the wharf.  
 

My last employment before ‘retiring’ was with Alp Socks for 14 years,  

operating knitting machines and making lots of red socks. You may  

remember they were all the rage to promote New Zealand’s involvement in 

the 1995 America’s Cup Challenge.  

 

Quite a fortuitous coincidence occurred when I was working at Haighs. A 

young 17 year old was also working there as a holiday job while studying 

at Dunedin Teachers’ College. 

It was some 10 years later when our paths crossed walking in the Royal 

Arcade in Timaru and we got to reminisce about days gone by, packing 

bags of frozen peas…and one thing led to another eventually culminating 

in us marrying.  

 

To backtrack slightly …. while at Haighs, I had accumulated 13 weeks of  

holidays, so I decided to make my way overseas joining up with a 

‘Sundowners’ travel group. As part of that trip I went over to Ireland to visit 

my relations, mainly my Dad’s cousins, but as the power and phones were 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our  farm at Skipton 
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out could not give them prior warning.  What a shock cousin Malcolm got to 

see me standing on his doorstep!    

 

On that same trip when out walking we heard a deafening explosion across 

the paddock. The police had just detonated a suspicious vehicle carrying a 

bomb.  A vivid experience to me of the tensions in Ireland at that time. See 

photo. 

 

Later my wife and I had the luxury of 

travelling over there on a more restful 

vacation. 

 

My interests at present include:  

Helping with ‘Riding for the Disabled,’ 

Church activities, tramping (but not 

the Copland Pass as in days gone 

by.), gardening and travel. 

 

I have had a busy and varied life and 

now consider myself lucky and very 

blessed to have met up again with 

the ‘Joy’ of my life and be living in  

complete happiness in Timaru. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bombed out car near Donegal 

Forgotten Sherpas Trust trip 

It was a real privilege to be part of the 

Forgotten Sherpas Trust trip and witness 

the very high regard Marg Stocker is held 

in by the local people in the middle hills 

district. We met the nurses they employ, 

visited two of the health clinics and 

helped with the distribution of the knitted 

garments transported by our group. 

These people have very little and live in 

territories we would struggle with, but 

they are so gentle and content.   They 

definitely impressed us and made us  

appreciate what a luxurious lifestyle and 

privileged country we live in here. 

Marg and her fellow Trust members also 



9 

 

 

sponsor local people through nursing training and assist children to attend 

school who otherwise would not have much chance in life. I commend this 

Trust and their efforts to you all for support after seeing the huge  

difference that has been to the standard of living to so many areas. 

 

Dawn Ussher 

 

These are some 

photos of children 

who are wearing the 

singlets and  other 

pieces of knitting 

donated by 

members.   

Finished for the year.  
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 Every Tuesday morning 

during school term  
10–11am Trinity Hall College Rd 

 Gold Coin Donation  
 Morning Tea Supplied 
 

Finished for the year.  

Dear Susan, 

It does not seem almost 10 years since you bravely arrived at Timaru    

Presbyterian Parish and probably to you, the (almost) 5 years at St. Andrews 

on the Terrace have passed even more quickly! 

The Timaru Parish cherishes the time you spent with us, and you are        

frequently remembered especially when we are setting standards, and    

often in our daily thoughts. It is not unusual to hear people quoting from 

your insightful and at times challenging Sunday messages, even after all 

this time. 

We value the time and immense personal sacrifices that you made, during 

what appeared the almost overwhelming task of guiding four long             

established churches into an amalgamation of one Parish.  

People on Parish Council and other church groups can well remember 

checking their morning emails and finding that you had been working  in the 

small hours of the morning to set up a particular event or project. 

There are few individuals who would have had the talents and foresight to 

steer us through this exercise. But you succeeded, and your legacy is the 

foundation we are able to work on and develop, today and into the future. 

Thank you for being with us at this crucial time in our development and also 

grateful thanks to Roger for his support and outstanding work with our 

young people, 

We hear ‘good old Dunedin’ is the place you plan to retire to and look      

forward to seeing more of you both if travelling North. 

May we wish you both a long and happy retirement, with time to do the 

things you want to do - at your own pace! 

With every warm wish, God’s rich blessings, and the kind thoughts of TPP 

people on the 24th.  

Rev Dr Susan Jones Retirement 
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Rev Dr Susan Jones retired on the 24th of November this year. The church 

sent her a letter (You can read this on page 10) and flowers. Above are a  

couple of photos from the 24th.  Rev Dr Susan Jones also sent a letter of 

thanks (You will find it on page 12)  
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Let us know if you, or someone you know, have  

something to celebrate or be thankful for. 

Thank you! 
We are indebted to Julie Milne who collects all the articles,   
notices, photos and the like and puts them in readable form in 
our LINK magazine for you to enjoy. She is a very busy person 
with her dance studio and family commitments. We’re not sure 
how she squeezes everything in (to her life and the magazine) . 
Thank you so much Julie for your great work! 
TPP LINK Team. 

Dear Rory, 

Through you, can I thank Timaru Presbyterian Parish so much.   

Also thank you for what you did in relation to your parish greetings. 

It was a lovely message which you sent - read out in front of a 

large gathering at my farewell lunch.  

And the flowers were then produced!  They are absolutely        

beautiful - lots of summery colours and a whole variety of blooms - 

roses and agapanthus and delphiniums and others - a whole      

kaleidoscope.  I am enjoying them very much as the house around 

them gets stacked into boxes - and so gets more and more bare. 

I was thrilled with some of the sentiments expressed in the       

message - glad to hear that those years of grief and pain it seems 

have transformed into something positive.  It was good to hear 

that TPP is moving on. 

The moving isn't different from before, but it will be strange not  

arriving in another parish!  As many of the TPP members know, 

however, there is a whole world of retirement waiting to be  

discovered. 

Again, thank you very, very much, it was a truly special thing 

Susan 
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A Call to have Fun with Action! 

We  

need  

you! 

 

Can you can play the piano, enjoy music and movement, love to meet 

and greet and absolutely love to be around young kids and their carers, 

play alongside kids and chat to young mums and dads, then we would 

love to talk with you. 

Rhythm Kids (Tuesday) and TP Kids Playgroup (Thursday) are two TPP 

community outreach programmes at the Trinity Community Centre that 

have been attracting a regular number of young families and some 

homebased early childhood educators during school term time. A good 

number of people from the parish form the team and assist with various 

tasks. 

Some of those people are taking time out and we are praying that while 

you are reading this message, you might feel called to action and offer to 

be part of the RK team on a Roster basis. Tuesdays from 9.15am to 

11.15am during school term time. 

Please call Helen Carter 684 6403 or 021 768 973. 

If you would like to  
provide and  

decorate  
one of 4 trees to be 

displayed at  
St Stephens  

 

please contact Bev   
 Phone 6861207   
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More Photos 
Christmas Lunch 

Community Club 
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15 December 9.30am 

10.30am 

7.00pm 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd   

Celtic Worship in Trinity Chapel, 22 College Rd    

22 December 9.30am 

10.30am 

2.30pm 

Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephens,Family Christmas narrative     

Remembrance Service at Trinity Chapel 

Christmas Eve 

24 December 

6.00pm 

11.30pm 

Helligabend Service at Trinity Chapel     

Candlelit Service at Trinity, 22 College Rd. 

Christmas Day 

25 December 

10.00am Christmas Service at St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd. 

29 December 10.00am Summer Series at Trinity, 22 College Road 

5 January 2020 10.00am Summer Series at Trinity, 22 College Road 

12 January 2020 10.00am Summer Series at Trinity, 22 College Road 

19 January 2020 10.00am Summer Series at Trinity, 22 College Road 

26 January 2020 10.00am Summer Series at Trinity, 22 College Road 

2 February 2020 9.30am 

10.30am 

2.30pm 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd  

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd  

Afternoon Communion Trinity Chapel,  

22 College Rd.  Afternoon tea to follow  

9 February 2020 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd  

Worship  & Communion @ St Stephens 

WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN  PARISH 

Youth & Children’s Events 

KidzTime 10.30am Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd Finish 15th December 

Youth Group  5.30pm Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd  
 Contact: Margaret 688-8840 for details Finished for the year 
Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm & 6pm Mondays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930 Finished for the year 

https://maps.google.com/?q=349+Wai-iti+Rd&entry=gmail&source=g
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  In Memoriam  
 

Keith Gray 
Eleanor Hannah 

 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God” 

Rhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd.  
 Contact:  Helen 684 6403 or 021768 973 

Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd                                     

Contact : Fiona 688 0375 or 021 170 2930   Finished for the year 

Regular Events 

Study Group: have finished for the year.  Starting date 

to be advised next year. 

Study Group: Monday, 7.00pm, have finished for the year.  Starting date 

to be advised next year Isabel 684 4485  

Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Brent 686 1382 

Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd 

Eat Well Co-op Packing:  Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.  

Eat Well Co-op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd and Wai-iti Rd Last day 

is 17th December—resuming 14th January 2020 

Study Group: Tuesday, 7.30pm, will finish on 17 December and will resume 

in February 2020.Hermann 684 5399 

Yoga for Seniors: Finished for the year 

Coming Up 

Good Companions :-Meet Thursday 13 February 2020 at 2pm.  Speak-

ers:  Jill and Tonia's North Island jaunt.  All welcome.  

The Community Club:  Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at St Stephens for Cards 

500, Indoor Bowls, Scrabble & Art.  New members welcome. Contact:  

Sid & Hazel 684 3478.  
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Ministry Team Leader 

Brent Richardson      686-1382, 0274221892  brent@timarupres.org.nz 

                                            Not available Fridays 

Minister 

Rory Grant 686-1575,  0275705156  rory@timarupres.org.nz 

                                   Not available Fridays 

         

  

Parish Office 

349 Wai-iti Rd     Phone: 686-0981 

email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz 

Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz  

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9am - 3pm 

Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday 

Copy for the February-March LINK should be sent to the Church Office 
or emailed to link@timarupres.org.nz by Friday 7 February. 

Worship Centres 
349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru 

22 College Rd, Timaru South 
www.timarupres.org.nz 

The Parish Office Christmas Hours 

Closing on Tuesday 24 December and  

will reopen on Tuesday 7 January 2020 

mailto:finance@timarupres.org.nz
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 David Elliott 

Youth Group 

Youth group have had some fun nights this term with  

paintball, fear factor (Above) and a beach day (Below). The 

weather didn't work for kayaking so we worked on sand castle 

building!        Andrea Grant 
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This issue of “PRESBYTERIAN LINK” is delivered to you 

by…………………..……………………………….          Phone……………...……………. 

     Timaru Brigade adventures 

Christmas 

Parade. Boys 

Brigade Boys on 

the Girls and 

Boys Brigade 

Christmas float  

 

 

 

 

 

Amanda Mac leod was  

recognised for 15 yrs service 

to girls brigade she has 

served for 18yrs. Amanda is a 

valuable member of our team 

always full of new ideas and 

is loved by the girls and  

leaders. Thank you for your 

support. 

  

Zoe walker has earned her 

Brigader Brooch    which is 

the highest  award at national 

level well done Zoe    

    

                 Fiona Blisset             

                 Leader 

Boys brigade would like to thank you for your 
support 


