
  

 

 

Everyone is Interesting is back on page  6 

 Please take a look at page 8 for our Thank you column  

  

More Plant Sale photos & info on page 2  

Thank you to all those involved. 

It was another fantastic Plant 

Sale day.  Total raised from the 

Plant Sale and Cake Stall was  

$4,252 
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What’s coming up? 

A very special "THANK YOU" to all the contributors of baking items 

provided for the Cake Stall at the recent Annual Plant Sale.  I had 

expected just a small array of baking, and was absolutely over-

whelmed to see the vast  variety of delicious goodies supplied for 

sale.....It all looked so beautifully displayed, that any prospective 

customer couldn't resist purchasing that extra something "scrummy" 

to enjoy with their cuppa later in the day!  Thank you everyone for 

your generous support - just over $1000 was added to the            

successful Plant Sale total.    

Special thanks also to my helpers -  

Carol, Anya, and Pat - a great team effort!   

(Sandra Hetherington)  

 Saturday, 12 October 
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Editorial 
 

 

Welcome to this edition of the Link. I hope you  

enjoy reading about the recent happenings in the 

life of our busy parish.  

Recently I was staying for a few days in          

Christchurch attending our Alpine Presbytery  

gathering and I had an opportunity to walk around 

the inner city. It’s full of new buildings, townhouse 

developments and large-scale Infrastructure (eg the city library,    

convention centre under construction, a new sport and recreation 

facility is underway). When I lived in Christchurch the inner city was 

not very appealing and I only went there if I had to. But that’s all 

changing as the city undergoes a transformation and is coming back 

to life. There are still plenty of reminders of the destructive force of 

the earthquakes- the Cathedral is still a ruin and there are many 

empty plots where buildings once stood. But the city is returning to 

life and being renewed, following the biblical principle that death and 

destruction does not have the last word. 

In the Old Testament book of Lamentations, which has also been 

titled the Wailings or Dirges, we find one of the most hope filled  

verses in scripture:  
  

22 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 

    for his compassions never fail. 

23 They are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness.  
 

This was written from the exile in Babylon after the beloved city 

(Jerusalem) had been utterly destroyed. It seemed all hope had gone, 

only despair remained. And yet the Jews in exile, rather than being 

destroyed or absorbed into Babylonian culture, experienced a  

renewal of their faith and identity as the people of God. Some of the 

great stories in scripture come from this period and demonstrate this 

faithfulness to God. For example, the captives Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego refuse to bow down and worship Nebuchadnezzar’s 

golden statue and are thrown into a fiery  furnace only to be  

protected by God – they were not consumed! (Daniel 3). In a similar 

story Daniel was thrown into a den of lions for praying to his God  

instead of the king. Likewise, he survived the ordeal as God ‘shut the 

mouths of the lions’. (Daniel 6). 
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We may face our own tragedies of suffering and lose- perhaps failing 

health or family circumstances, unemployment and so on. Yet it is  

encouraging to remember the words from the Lament; we are not  

consumed; his compassions never fail; they are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness. I hope that if you are going through tough 

times of devastation you will you will have the faith to hold on in trust 

and the patience to await the new thing God promises to do in you. 

Blessings, 

Brent 

 
October Parish Council Report. 

 

Devotions were held by Brent with a reading from the book of    

Lamentations, chapter 3 under the heading ‘Out of ruins can come 

renewal’. This chapter contains the well known verses “Because of the 

LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never 

fail. They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.” Even in 

times of great distress we can trust in God’s faithfulness. 

 
Under ‘Matters arising’ the ‘Child Protection Policy’ of the Presbyterian 

Church was discussed. Three members under the guidance of Murray 

Facer will do the online course which is available now. 

The ‘Order of the day’ was dedicated to the problem of finding a     

Parish Clerk. The position has been vacant for some time. Various 

people have been asked, but so far no positive response has been 

received. The lack of leadership is not helpful for the parish and the 

council was not sure what to do. Various options were discussed e.g. 

making this a paid position, providing an honorary payment or splitting 

the position up in two parts. 

 
Property matters: The electricity capacity of the power line at Trinity 

was looked into in regard to saving costs, but the current set-up will be 

left in place. If it would be reduced, we might risk an overload one day. 

Toilets and rear entrance inside at Trinity have been painted. Heat 

pumps have been installed at the St Stephens hall. The parish has  

received a grant for buying a fast high-heat dishwasher for the           
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St Stephens kitchen. The installation will need some small 

alterations in the kitchen. 

 
A report from Boys Brigade was received. Things are going well and 

about 15 boys are attending. 

The ministers’ report contained both highlights and challenges. Brent 

thanked Lois and Helen for stepping in during Rory’s leave. Also a 

‘thank you’ to Murray for organising and leading yet another            

successful plant sale. Brent enjoyed taking home communion to a 

number of households and a rest home. The number of large social/

political issues facing us e.g. euthanasia, abortion, cannabis law are a 

challenge. The ministers feel as they are expected to be experts in all 

those areas. They are grateful for other people who take up the issues 

and do the research. 

Rory is back on board, but the health issues are not fully sorted. He 

expressed his thanks for all the support he has received. He has 

stepped back from the interim moderator role for the Pleasant Point 

Parish. 

 

Hermann Frank 

0 Pick-up Tuesdays 3 - 4 pm at  

22 College Rd & 349 Wai-iti Road 
 

Family pack $15   Small pack $8    

Orders  022-123-3663 or  

email eatwell@timarupres.org.nz 

mailto:eatwell@timarupres.ord.nz?subject=eatwell@timarupres.ord.nz
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We are continuing a series of ‘thumbnails’ on randomly selected parishioners. 

A series of clues to the identity are set out below. How quickly can you pick this 

month’s choice?  Did you get any surprises?  

         Answer on page  15 

I was born in Timaru in the late 1930’s. We lived in Temuka where my 

father managed Millers Drapery. The family name was ‘Willmott” of 

which there is still a connection in Timaru – Willmott’s Workwear in the 

Royal Arcade. 

 

We moved to Timaru in 1939, also the year my brother Walter was born 

and I started at Main School in 1942. 

 

My father served overseas during World War II in New Caledonia in the 

Transport Section. 

 

I attended Timaru Girls High School, and 

when I left became a dairy herd tester, 

my job being to travel around 28 farms 

from Oamaru to the Taieri Plain testing 

for levels of butterfat content. I was     

supplied with a suitably labelled Fordson 

van of limited horsepower by today’s 

standards, but nevertheless fitted with a 

governor to discourage ‘speeding!’ 

 

As I had to take samples from both the 

evening and morning milkings, I needed 

to stay overnight on each farm. The  

accommodation on occasions was not 

exactly five star. In fact the hens had to 

be shooed out of one sleep-out to allow 

me to ‘roost’ for the night.  

 

After 3 years of herd testing I joined Mutual Travel in 1956 where I 

worked as a travel clerk for three years until 1960 when my life took a 

major change - marrying Norman, a pastor with the Congregational 

How well do you know your fellow parishioners? 

Herd testing for butterfat  
content 
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 Church. We moved to Dunedin where Norman was pastor at the church on 

the corner of Albany and Castle streets, living in the manse on the corner 

of Forth and St David streets.  

 

Then came the start of a series of moves to many diverse areas – in fact 

11 moves and 16 different dwellings to date. In 1964 we moved to  

Maungaturoto, a rural community in the Kaipara District of the Northland 

Region, quite a difference in size, climate and location to our  

Dunedin surroundings. 

 

Some information about our family: we had two children Ray born in 1961 

now living in Perth, and Carey born in 1963 and now living in San Diego.  

We also adopted Yuen who arrived from Hong Kong, and Mark from  

Auckland when they were aged 6 years and 4 months respectively. Life 

was quite hectic around the mid 60’s with 4 children aged from 4 months 

to 7 years! Fortunately they all got on well together. 

 

Another very major move came up in 1968 when we were accepted for 

missionary work overseas. We were first thinking of India or Africa, but  

because of the possibly conflicting ethnicities of Yuen and Mark we were 

sent to Papua New Guinea.  

 

Following a 6 month training period in Sydney, we left for a 9 year stint in 

PNG which proved busy and challenging. Our first 4 years were at Orokolo 

a small mission settlement in the ‘Gulf’ (of Papua) accessible only by air 

or sea. Supplies and mail came via coastal shipping from Port Moresby to 

a neighbouring village – Ihu, every 3 months, so ordering the groceries 

and collecting them was quite a chore!  

 

On a lighter note – Norman was responsible for arranging meetings for all 

those involved in running the mission. Each meeting took about 2 hours 

with the various arrangements presented by Norman in English having to 

be translated to Motu the local language. Then to check the locals  

understanding of what was said, their response was translated back.  

There was animated discussion with many joining in excitedly, so Norman 

asked what they were saying expecting a summary of their responses to 

his statements. The answer was “they were arguing as to who was going 

to borrow Yuen’s bike!” 

 

Initially our children were home schooled with correspondence from New 

Zealand but later they boarded in New Zealand attending various  

secondary schools.  
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Let us know if you, or someone you know, have  

something to celebrate or be thankful for. 

Thank you! 
A big thank you to the cleaners who help keep 
Trinity and St Stephens looking spic and span. 

The remaining 5 years were spent at Kwikila a small settlement 

80km’s south of Port Moresby not quite as isolated as Orokolo and 

having a large high school. Speaking in English was compulsory 

there due to the large number of varied dialects. 
 

Then in 1976 we came back to New Zealand. Another major        

adjustment for us - living in Ranfurly, Central Otago which was a 

Presbyterian Parish. I took on the job of librarian in what must be 

one of the smallest libraries in New Zealand.  The personal  

attributes required were straightforward; a love of books and a 

strong bladder there being no toilet facilities. I must have qualified, 

as I was in this enjoyable position during the 4 years we were in 

Ranfurly.  

 

There were other moves, including to Upper Hutt, but I came back 

to settle in Timaru around 1987. Jobs in Timaru included general 

clerk at Strathallan County Council, and Timaru District Council as 

rates clerk retiring in 2004. 

 

I live in a comfortable sunny bungalow, with a nice view across a 

park. It belonged to my mother and was where I nursed her prior to 

her passing away in 1998. 

 

I played golf at the St Andrews Club up until about five years ago. 

I’ve always enjoyed sport, representing South Canterbury at softball 

in my youth.  

 

Now I spend my time gardening, knitting, reading, occasionally 

spending time with my family, and joining in church activities.  

 

Don’t forget to check page 15  for the answer 
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Afternoon Communion 
For many years the Trinity 
Church Chapel has been the 
venue for a monthly afternoon 
communion service for older 
members.  First Sunday in 
every month, except  
January.  Over more recent 
years this has expanded to include all members of the parish.   
The service is planned specifically to provide a form of worship 
which is appreciated by those in the older age group. The  
worship  leaders include Rev Brent Richardson, Rev Rory Grant 
and the lay preachers who are trained to conduct communion 
services. 

 

Over the last few months there has been a decline in the        
numbers attending, mainly due to several regular attendees      
experiencing health problems.   At the same time there may well 
be folk who are finding attending either of the morning services 
just a bit demanding, if your answer is 'yes' to the above, it may 
be timely to consider coming to the afternoon service.  The      
service is usually about 40-45 minutes duration, we remain    
seated throughout the service. The people on door duty are able 
and willing to assist with walking frames. Following the            
service the members of the Women's Evening Group provide and 
serve a generous and delicious afternoon tea in the Stinson 
Lounge.   This is a wonderful time of fellowship, giving the        
opportunity for people to chat with long standing friends, some of 
which they only see at the afternoon service.  

 

If possible we try to provide transport.  We would very much like 
to have more names on our list of drivers.  Those offering do not 
need to feel committed to every month, four or five times a year 
would be much appreciated. Currently we have two drivers who 
bring people to the chapel, returning about 3.40pm for the return 
home.  
If you can help with this important ministry to our less able 
bodied members please ring either the Parish Office            
ph 686 0981or Mollie, ph 688 3355. 
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13 October 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

20 October 9.00am 

9.30am 

10.30am 

7.00pm 

Journey 21 @ C-Bay car park                                

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd   

Celtic Worship in Trinity Chapel, 22 College Rd    

27 October 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd  

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd  

3 November 9.30am 

2.30pm 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd  

Afternoon Communion Trinity Chapel, 22 College Rd.  

Afternoon tea to follow  

10 November 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN  PARISH 

Youth & Children’s Events 

KidzTime 10.30am Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Youth Group  5.30pm Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd  
 Contact: Margaret 688-8840 for details 
Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm & 6pm Mondays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930 

Rhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd.  

 Contact:  Helen 684 6403 or 021768 973 

Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd                                     

Contact : Fiona 688 0375 or 021 170 2930    

Regular Events 

Study Group: 

Study Group: Monday, 7.00pm, Isabel 684 4485  

Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Brent 686 1382 

https://maps.google.com/?q=349+Wai-iti+Rd&entry=gmail&source=g
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Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd 

Eat Well Co-op Packing:  Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.  

Eat Well Co-op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd and Wai-iti Rd 

Study Group: Tuesday, 7.30pm, Hermann 684 5399 

Coming Up 

Presbyterian Women Lunch Group: Meet on Wednesday 16 October in Room 1 

at 12.30pm, Trinity Community Centre.  Shared lunch and sales table.   

Speaker to be advised.  All women welcome.  Contact Dianne 686 0440 or 

Alison 688 4317. 

WINTER LUNCH: Our final meal for the year will be our Christmas Celebration 

and this will be held Tuesday 26th November.  Contact Bev at 686 1207.   

Good Companions meet St Stephens at 2pm, Thursday 14 November.   

Speaker:  Katy Houston from Aorangi Migrant Centre. All Welcome 

Bible Society Spring Rally on Saturday 12 October 2019: This year we will go to       

Waimate. We will meet before 1.30pm at Trinity Church. Participants will pay   

$5.00pp. Afternoon tea will be provided. Please come and bring your friends.  

The Community Club:  Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at St Stephens for Cards 500, 

Indoor Bowls, Scrabble & Art.  New members welcome. Contact:  Sid & Hazel 

684 3478.  
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Ministry Team Leader 

Brent Richardson      686-1382, 0274221892  brent@timarupres.org.nz 

                                            Not available Fridays 

Minister 

Rory Grant 686-1575,  0275705156  rory@timarupres.org.nz 

                                   Not available Fridays 

  

  

Parish Office 

349 Wai-iti Rd     Phone: 686-0981 

email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz 

Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz  

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9am - 3pm 

Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday 

Copy for the November-December LINK should be sent to the Church 
Office or emailed to link@timarupres.org.nz by Friday 8 November. 

Worship Centres 
349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru 

22 College Rd, Timaru South 
www.timarupres.org.nz 

mailto:finance@timarupres.org.nz
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      Every Tuesday morning during   
       school term  

          10–11am Trinity Hall College Rd 
      Gold Coin Donation  

      Morning Tea Supplied 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership of Timaru Presbyterian Parish  

 
What does it mean to be a member of this church?  

Who qualifies for membership?  

What is expected of members?  

 

These questions and more will be explored at a special 

meeting of potential new members being held on  

Tuesday 29 Oct 7pm  

at the manse (347 Wai iti Rd).  

 

To register your interest please phone Brent on 6860981 

ext 101 or email brent@timarupres.org.nz 

Anne Knipe The family L to R  Anne, Carey, Norman, 

Mark, Yuen (standing) and Ray.  

mailto:brent@timarupres.org.nz
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This issue of “PRESBYTERIAN LINK” is delivered to you 

by…………………..……………………………….          Phone……………...……………. 

     

     

         

Timaru Brigade adventures 

"It's almost that time of year again 

and the Girls Brigade are  

preparing for gift giving in  

November"  

 

Catherine 


