
  

 

 

The holiday programme was     

enjoyed by all with many fun     

activities with crafts, flower       

arranging, games and             

small groups. 
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Thank you to everyone who in 
some way helped with our knitting 
project this Winter. 

 

We have had some amazing hats, 
slippers and other items to donate 
to Family Works, Hanan  
Kindergarten and Kowhai  
Kindergarten. 

 

The feedback has been so  
positive from those people that you 
have helped through your acts of 
kindness. 

 

One family have 4 children and had saved up to buy a hat that was true wool  
rather than acrylic. The hat was being worn by the child who needed it the most 
i.e. whoever was unwell, or the most unwell. That family now have 4 woollen 
hats and were absolutely amazed that complete strangers would be so kind. It 
bought them to tears, so a massive thank you to you all.  

 

Another family had a parent become very unwell, the Dad had to stop working 
and care for the 3 children. He was struggling to pay all the bills, feed the  
children, and keep them warm. Your knitting made a huge difference to that  
family, so again, thank you.   

 

That's only two stories of many.   
You have all made a difference to many peoples lives by your act of  
kindness,  and it brings to mind the following verse. 
 

‘Let all your things be done with charity.’ 
1 Corinthians 16:14 (KJV) 

Mission Group Knitting Project 

Holiday program small groups 
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Editorial 

Welcome to this edition of the LINK, Timaru Presbyterian's 

monthly newsletter designed to keep you linked into the 

happenings around our parish.   

If you are a regular reader of the LINK you will be aware that we 

are planning to renovate the foyer at St Stephen's. This will 

entail replacing the front windows with double glazed ones, 

creating a porch over the entrance way, installing a wheelchair 

accessible toilet near the entrance and opening the youth room 

to create an enlarged foyer area. We will also create a small chapel room featuring a 

stained-glass window from St Paul's which will be back lit. As I write the draughtsman 

is preparing the detailed plans which will be submitted to TCC for building consents by 

the end of August. Of course, we have no idea how long the building consent process 

will take but it is good to know things are progressing well.  

Over the past few months the parish council, elders and interested members have 

been engaged in a mission planning process designed to discern where we believe 

God is leading us and where we need to focus our energy and resources to ensure a 

fruitful future. This involved clarifying our values: being a church that is located in 2 

communities, the importance of building a sense of community and family that does 

life together, being experimental and trying new things, being welcoming of the 

newcomer and allowing for the diversity of belief and journey folk are on.  

The process also gets us to think about the direction of our missional relationships: 

"Up"- our relationship with God and our calling to follow Jesus; "In"- our relationships 

within our worshipping community; "Of"- our relationship to the wider church as we 

work together beyond the limits of congregational life; "Out"- how we participate in 

God's ministry of reconciliation to the world. 

Some key strategic goals are emerging from this work:  

Up: At least 2 theme/topic based sermon series including parallel small group studies. 

Encouraging new comers to take active roles in our worship life. Continued emphasis 

on prayer to undergird our ministry. 

In: Shared meals at least once a term. A review of our youth ministry and ongoing 

building up-grades. 

Of: Continuing support of the work of Presbytery and the PCANZ as well as supporting 

the Pleasant Point parish as they discern their future. 

Out: Explore ways to strengthen and enhance our relationship with those involved in 

Brigades, Rhythm Kids, Eat well and holiday programmes. Finding new ways to use 

our facilities, especially the Trinity Centre, for outreach purposes. 

While this is an ongoing process we will have a comprehensive report available to the 

congregation at the next AGM which is 19th August, 10am at Trinity. 

Blessings, Brent.  
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August Parish Council Report 

We began our gathering with an open session of mission planning, where we 

discussed and made revisions to the draft 12 month plan. A report will be 

presented at the AGM later this month. 

 

Following on from this, Bruce Small presented the proposed budget for 

2018/2019 to the council for discussion.  The budget will be presented at the 

annual meeting.  

 

Jim Garden shared the devotions based on Luke 11: 1-13 Jesus teaching on 

prayer. 

Some key points from our meeting are summarised below: 

 St Stephens foyer upgrade is progressing. Detailed drawings are being 

completed and we are working through the necessary processes before 

building begins later in the year.  

 At College Rd, cables have been laid at the Trinity Community Centre in 

preparation for internet and phone upgrade.  

 Feedback from the holiday programme was shared. The children were 

very engaged in the programme and enjoyed the well-planned activities. 

Thanks to the volunteers who make these programmes possible and 

especially Catherine Richardson and her team who organised the 

programme. 

 Combined worship at Trinity on the 19th of August for the Annual General 

Meeting at 10am.  

 Reports were presented about the activities that Girls and Boys Brigade, 

Rhythm Kids and KidzTime have been involved with over the last month. 

Thanks to the people who volunteer their time freely to organise and run 

these programmes. 

The ministers shared their reports. 

 

The Care for creation series, study group and Saturday night event with Phillip 

Scadden has been well received. Several of our existing groups worked through 

the A Rocha study book and around 12 people attended the pop-up group at the 

manse. There are hopes to have other short study series in the future.  

 

Our ministers attended a Presbytery retreat at Hanmer Springs. It was a great 

time to build connections with other churches in the Alpine Presbytery region 



5 

 

and be encouraged and challenged by the message brought by Rev Spanky 

Moore. 

 

Our ministers have ongoing commitments in the wider Presbytery. Brent 

attended a Church Property Trustees roadshow which looked at all matters 

involving buildings and will attend a Candidate Conveners training day as part of 

his role working with new ministers and interns in the church. Rory is continuing 

his work with Pleasant Point Parish.  

 

Our Parish is hosting a Presbytery review road show on the 29th of August. 

Moderator (Anne Stewart), Executive Officer (Barry Ayers) and Resource Minister 

(Darryl Tempero) are travelling around the Presbytery to receive feedback from 

parishes. More information to come about this. 

   
Audrey Dewar  

Vern Veitch 

Did you miss church 

on Sunday?  Or want 

to listen to it again?  

 

 Go to 

www.timarupres.org.nz 

Click on sermons and 

sit back, and enjoy 

with a cup of tea. 



6 

 

This is the second in a series of ‘thumbnails’ on randomly selected parishioners. A 

series of clues to the identity are set out below. How quickly can you pick this month’s 

choice?  Did you get any surprises?                      Answer on page 8  

I was born in Serooskerke in the late 1920’s growing up in my teens during WW2. 

Serooskerke is a small village on Walcheran Island in the Dutch province of Zeeland. 

I was the 8th of nine children, my Father died when I was about 3 so my mother 

brought us up on her own. She made ends meet by lighting the school fires for heating 

in the mornings and then cleaning the school buildings after 5pm. I, (aged about eight) 

had the task of chopping up kindling which I quite enjoyed. 

I can remember when the German forces came into our village, without fanfare, in a 

bus. Some of the V2 rockets were launched from the outskirts of our village in a      

forested area. 

The RAF bombed the dykes to make the land useless for the occupying army and our 

house was flooded under 6 feet of sea water. 

With about 80 others we lived in the manse of our church (Dutch Reformed Church) 

which was built on higher land. In my teens I studied carpentry at Technical College in 

the neighbouring town of Middelburgh.  

I was conscripted to the Dutch Army and aged 18 was sent to Indonesia for 2 years as 

part of a peace keeping force. 

Aged 20 I returned home for a short time then decided to emigrate to New Zealand. I 

well remember the shock I got when the ship berthed in Lyttleton harbour and I was 

confronted by the Port Hills! 

I worked in the building trade in Christchurch. While there, I first met Nancy at a dance 

at The Latimer Hall.  Nancy’s parents attended St Pauls Church in Timaru and we were 

married there in 1953 by the Rev. Russell Kenward. 

 We moved to Timaru shortly thereafter and I worked with well-known Timaru builders 

Stan Home and Bill Harding, at the same time building our existing home in Apsley 

Street on Saturdays and evenings. I built three more houses in Apsley street and many 

others around Timaru including two ownership units in Broadway Avenue, (now the first 

Hospice building) and an extension to St Stephen’s Church. By this time, I had formed 

my own business called Highfield Builders. 

We have two daughters, Anne in Paris a legal translator and Katrina in Sydney working 

at the University of Technology. A low point in our lives was when our son Stephen, 

Anne’s twin, died aged only 20. 

I took up painting, encouraged by my wife Nancy who is an accomplished artist, and 

one of my paintings is behind me in my “reveal” photograph. I have been a keen     

How well do you know your fellow parishioners? Latimer Hall 
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walker and hunter. Heads of chamois adorn our studio and I completed a half marathon 

at 83 years of age. Unfortunately, my ankles let me down these days.   

I have no trouble walking the short distance to St Stephen’s for Sunday Worship and also 

enjoy some of their inter-week activities. 

Don’t forget to check page 8 for the answer 

 

Caring for creation 

On Saturday 7th July we welcomed Phil Scadden, a GNS   
scientist from Dunedin and a founding member of the Dunedin 
branch of "A Rocha" a Christian environmental network.  Phil 
came to share a hopeful, Christian response to living richly in 
a world suffering the effects of human degradation and       
climate change. 
Phil Challenged us to think about how our lifestyle impacts our 
planet.  As kiwis, we love to travel, but international travel has 
a huge impact on our resource use, and, ultimately on our 
climate.  His advice?  Travel less often, but stay longer. 
Phil reminded us that while each of us can only make a very 
small change to the world, every little bit counts.  He           

encouraged us that, as a church, we can be leaders in making a difference.  The small 
things that we do - encouraging one another to walk or cycle rather than drive, working 
together with community groups on environmental renewal, setting up bike stands and 
community gardens are all "traces" of our culture - the way we do things around 
here.  Theses traces can be inspiring and hopeful for people who only ever hear the 
bad news about the latest doomsday warning or environmental disaster. 
Ultimately we are in God's hands, and our God is a God who produces miracles from 
very small beginnings. 
Overall it was a challenging and inspiring talk.  It was great to see a good turnout of 
around 40 people both from our parish and beyond.  If you'd like to hear Phil's talk and 
the discussion time that followed, then you can look it up on the sermons page of our 
website www.timarupres.org.nz/sermon-archive 
You can find out more about the work of A Rocha at their website www.arocha.org.nz 

http://www.timarupres.org.nz/sermon-archive
http://www.arocha.org.nz/
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WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN  PARISH 

 

Chris van den Broeke  

12 August 9.30am 

10.30am 

 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd  

Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd  

19 August 

 

 

9.00am 

10.00am 

 

Journey 21 @ C-Bay car park 

Combined Worship @ Trinity, AGM following service, 

22 College Rd  

 

26 August 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd  

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd  

2 September 9.30am 

10.30am 

2.30pm 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd  

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd        

Communion Service in Trinity Chapel, 22 College Rd  

followed by afternoon tea 

9 September 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd  

Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd  
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Youth & Children’s Events 

KidzTime 10.30am Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Youth Group  5.30pm Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd  

 Contact: Margaret 688-8840 for details 

Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm & 6pm Mondays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930 

Rhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd.  

 Contact:  Helen 684 6403 or 021768 973 

Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688 0375 or 021 170 2930 

 

Regular Events 

Study Group: Monday, 2.00pm Wai-iti Rd, Estelle 686 3220 

Study Group: Monday, 7.00pm, Isabel 684 4485 

Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Rory 686 1575 

Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd 

Eat Well Co-op Packing:  Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.  

Eat Well Co-op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd and Wai-iti Rd 

Study Group: Tuesday, 7.30pm, Hermann 684 5399  

 

Coming Up 

Prayer Breakfast: Saturday 11 August, 8am to 9am at St Stephens Lounge.  Come and 

pray for the church.  All welcome.                                                                        

Presbyterian Women Lunch Group:  Meet Wednesday 15 August in Room 1, Trinity Hall 

at 12.30pm.  Please bring lunch food to share. Sales table. Speaker: Juliet Crawford re 

National Council of Women. All women are welcome.                                                                                                                             

AGM - 19 August 10am Combined Worship at Trinity, 22 College Rd followed by AGM.                                                                

Mid Winter Lunch: Our next lunch will be on 28th August.  We invite members of our 

Church family and the Community to join us at St Stephens Church Hall at mid 

day.   The cost of this 2 course meal is $7.  Please contact Bev 686 1207,               

Carol 688 8025 or  Sid 684 3478                                                                                                      

Plant Sale - 15 September at St Stephen's:  Now is the time to be potting up the little 

plants so we can have a really great Plant Sale.  Murray 686 1629                            

Good Companions: Meet at St Stephens on Thursday 17 September at 2pm.  Speaker 

to be arranged.  All Welcome                                                                                              

https://maps.google.com/?q=349+Wai-iti+Rd&entry=gmail&source=g


10 

 

Ministry Team Leader 

Brent Richardson      686-1382, 0274221892  brent@timarupres.org.nz 

                                            Not available Mondays 

Minister 

Rory Grant 686-1575,  0275705156  rory@timarupres.org.nz 

                                   Not available Fridays 

Parish Clerk  

Helen Carter 684-6403  parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz 

Parish Office 

349 Wai-iti Rd     Phone: 686-0981 

email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz 

Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz  

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9am - 3pm 

Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday 

Copy for the September-October LINK should be sent to the Church 
Office or emailed to link@timarupres.org.nz by Friday 7 September. 

Worship Centres 
349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru 

22 College Rd, Timaru South 
www.timarupres.org.nz 

mailto:finance@timarupres.org.nz
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Sunday 19 August                       
AGM following                                                      

10am Combined Worship at Trinity, 
22 College Road. 

AGM   
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This issue of “PRESBYTERIAN LINK” is delivered to you 

by…………………..……………………………….          Phone……………...……………. 

 

Pick-up Tuesdays 3 - 4 pm at 22 College Rd & 349 Wai-iti Road 

Family pack $15   Small pack $8    

Orders  022-123-3663 or email eatwell@timarupres.org.nz 

Boys Brigade new uniforms 

Some more  

holiday  

programme  

antics 

mailto:eatwell@timarupres.ord.nz?subject=eatwell@timarupres.ord.nz

