
  

 

 

Sharon Gutsell with her amazing  

Mothers Day flower creation in 

Trinity Church 
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Relay for Life 

               Basement Garage Sale Setup  

Top left: Isabel Young on childrens toys and games 

Top right: Nona Johnston Fiona Blissett and May 

Brown on bric-a-brac 

Right: June Mitchell on cakes 

Lower left: Robyn Rawstorn & Elaine Falconer on 

Books 

Lower right: Helens little helper 

Helen Carter Alison Jordan, Joy Elliot, Robin Hamilton, among the clothing 
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Editorial 

 

When Jacinda Ardern made the announcement 

recently that no more licenses for oil and gas 

exploration would be issued she stated 

environmental issues were our 'nuclear free 

moment'. By this she meant the looming issues of 

climate change and environmental degradation are the most 

significant global issues facing this generation. The situation can be 

summed up with the pithy statement 'there is no planet B', reminding 

us that this is the only home we have so we should look after it. 

Many Christians are reclaiming and reframing the Genesis account 

as a mandate for humanity to care for God's creation, rather than 

exploit it for the purposes of greed and power. In this edition of the 

LINK we highlight contemporary environmental concerns and a 

Christian response to these, with contributions coming from our own 

members who have expertise or interests in various fields. I do hope 

you will be stimulated, informed and stirred by this special edition of 

the LINK. 

During June and July we will be focusing our preaching on a 6 part 

series which will culminate with a panel discussion on 7 July. Here 

are the topics we will cover; 

Caring for creation- why should we care?  3 June 

Climate change: fact or fiction?  10 June 

Climate change and social justice: the human cost.   17 June 

Our response: doom, gloom or bloom.   24 June 

Local responses to global issues.  8 July 

Summary and conclusion  15 July 

Alongside this we are running a pop-up small group to study “A 

Rocha's” resource Climate change: Rich Living, a 4-part study on 

climate change. This will run on Thursday evenings from 14th June. If 

you would like to join a group contact Brent 027 422 1892, 

6861392 or brent@timarupres.org.nz 

Brent 

mailto:brent@timarupres.org.nz
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June Parish Council Report 

We continued with our mission planning process which was open to anyone 

interested in participating. This month we spent some time contemplating a short 

piece of scripture from Mark 1:14-15 about Jesus proclaiming the good news of 

God. We considered what this good news is and how central it is to the life and 

mission of our church. 
 

Murray Facer. Led us in devotions based on  Ps 121 (I look to the mountains…) and 

asked us to think about where we experience God? For Murray, a mountain top at 

Hanmer Springs always draws him closer to God. It was interesting hearing how 

others on the council encounter God. 
 

We remembered Grant Holland who’s father passed away and also Jean Hubbard. A 

memorial minute was taken for Jean who had been a significant member of our 

parish along with her husband Alan.  
 

Discussion around the possible fall hazard from the retaining walls at College Rd 

and how these can be made safer. The H&S matrix is a useful tool to assess the 

risks and possible solutions. Using this tool the risk is low to moderate that an injury 

would occur but if it did it could be significant. Best solution is to isolate the area of 

risk. The College Rd building group will continue to grapple with this. 
 

The Admin report highlighted the reasonably healthy state of our parish finances 

which have been boosted by some one off donations this year. The end of year 

deficit is on track to be a modest $4275. Our fundraising effort came close to the 

target of $10,000- just $1000 shy of that. 
 

Highlights from the building group include steady progress on installing the wiring at 

the Trinity Community Centre to ready it for internet capability, the insulation on the 

St Stephen’s hall roof and the engagement of Harding Construction to undertake 

the foyer upgrade which will likely commence late July (depending on building  

consents). 
 

The pastoral report highlighted the volunteer appreciation lunch which they have 

organised (June 10th) which will include a fun quiz. Various pastoral issues were 

also discussed. 
 

It was noted from the worship schedule that a special combined service in honour of 

the Presbyterian Support SC centenary. This will be on July 1 and the PCANZ 

moderator, Richard Dawson will be the speaker. This will be at Trinity, 10am. 
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The Greening of Christianity 
The Transition from Theo-logy to Eco-logy 

                                           Ellen McClintock  
 

Last year Journey 21 focused on a lecture delivered by Prof Lloyd Geering in 2005 
entitled The Greening of Christianity - The Transition from Theo-logy to Eco-logy.  In 
this lecture Prof Geering suggests ways the church can reform to re-connect people 
with earth. 
 
Our relationship with the earth changed when our ancestors moved from worshiping 
many gods to one God over a period of 500 years, amongst the Israelite people.  All 
people of primal societies were dependent upon the forces of nature and personified 
these forces as unseen gods and spirits who controlled all the changing phenomena 
of the natural world.  In transitioning to one God, our ancient forebears not only   
unconsciously projected moral qualities onto God such as justice, love, compassion 
and forgiveness but God became the creator and controller of the natural world, thus 
distancing humans from the earth and diminishing their responsibility for its care and 
protection.   
 
Modern day prophets are warning of the damage being done to the earth, due to our 
changing relationship with it.  They tell us that increasing populations due to        
developments in medical science, education in personal hygiene, better sanitation 
and improved economic conditions has put pressure on the earth to produce food 
and provide land for housing.  This together with increased levels of carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere is changing weather patterns through global warming thus reduc-
ing food production, raising sea levels endangering homes, increasing sun’s radia-
tion bringing about more malignant cancers.  This means our home, the earth, is out 
of balance and in crisis.  Living for the moment, where wealth, business interest and 
economic policies are dependent upon the very technology currently doing the    
damage. 
 
Prof Geering suggests how people understand God is a crucial aspect of response 
to the environmental crisis.  All people of faith, not just Christians, must challenge 
the image of God as a God who controls the earth, “so we don’t have to worry as 
God will intervene in his time”.   
 

There is no better way to reconnect us with the natural world than to examine the 
major Christian festivals and trace them back to their origins in nature.  Jesus was 
crucified during the Passover season; this spring festival became the                        
commemoration of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The Jewish         
Pentecost (originally the festival of first fruits) was similarly taken to signal the    
coming of the Holy Spirit.  It is interesting to note that Easter is named after the pa-
gan goddess of spring, Eostre.  Easter’s popular symbols in our secular age are 
Easter eggs and Easter bunnies, echoes from spring festivals that long preceded the 
Jewish Passover and the Christian celebration of the death and resurrection of    
Jesus. 
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The ecological spirituality of the future will celebrate the wonder of the universe 
and the mystery of life.  It will focus on the natural processes that produced and 
continue to sustain life.  It will encourage people to be grateful for the richness 
and the beauty of the natural world and to respond positively to the ecological 
imperative laid upon us all.  If we help people to connect to the earth spiritually 
then the care and sustainability of the earth will become their priority. 
What in ancient times was understood simply as our dependence on the breath 
of God has in modern times become expanded into the highly sophisticated study 
of ecology.  The ecosphere has now become, to use Paul’s quoted phrase, the 
God in whom we live and move and have our being. 
In reforming the religious activities of the past to meet the needs of the ecological 
age, Prof Geering suggests the following Ten Resolutions as a response to the 
ecological age.  

 
Ten Resolutions 

1. Let us take time to stand in awe of this self-evolving universe. 
2. Let us marvel at the living eco-sphere of this planet. 
3. Let us set a supreme value on all forms of life. 
4. Let us develop a lifestyle that preserves the balance of the planetary eco-

system 
5. Let us refrain from all activities that endanger the future of any species. 
6. Let us devote ourselves to maximising the future for all living creatures. 
7. Let us set the needs of the coming global society before those of our-

selves, our tribe, society or nature. 
8. Let us learn to value the human relationships that bind us together into so-

cial groups. 
9. Let us learn to appreciate the total cultural legacy we have received from 

the past. 
10. Let us accept in a self-sacrificing fashion the responsibility now laid upon 

us all for the future of our species and of all planetary life. 
 

 

CARING FOR CREATION  

        Ken Linscott 

My origins, as son of a farming family in Western Southland, childhood back in 
the 1935/50s, influenced my respect for all of nature. It was an interest-
ing childhood. One with horses, sheep, a river and lagoons for fishing or swim-
ming, a two mile walk, or morning ride in a neighbours milk truck, to school.  

Hay fever affected my options to seek a farming career so engineering was the 
chosen way.  Tertiary, or practical, education through an apprenticeship with 
evening and day release classes were part of the process as against seeking 
university qualifications. Skiing, fishing, deer stalking and tramping were part of 
weekend free time with my peers.  Bible Class and District Committee in teen age 
years brought new challenges and responsibilities as did campsite maintenance.  

I guess I see God’s Hand in all of these sights and sounds! 

“The best and most beautiful things in this world cannot be seen or even 
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 Wandering "off road" tracks have       

reminders of others who will pass this 
way on foot or wheels. 

You never know who will come over to talk 
to you in a language you may not          
understand, but you see they are listening! 

Each corner has it’s surprises!   New 
ideas for sport projects from         
neighbours to follow. 

But the trees...   Do they talk to each     
other, are they part of God’s creation like 
me, do they “think” like me? I ask myself. 

Not often do you see Saltwater Creek 
as full of water as this. 

Nor Saltwater Creek as empty of water as 
this at the weir. 
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Elders’ gathering 

Caring for Creation – a personal story  

          Hermann Frank 

 I grew up on a small farm in Germany. This meant that I had contact with land, 

animals and plants from a young age. My father instilled an interest in the natural world 

by pointing out things like a bird singing, a bird’s nest, a fawn in the grass, and at the 

same time making sure we did not unduly disturb them.  

 Experiencing the outdoors was the initial basis for appreciating those places.  

Later at high school and Teacher’s College I studied Biology and this gave more insights 

and knowledge about animals in particular and about the various ecosystems they lived 

in and relied on, also the thrill to observe them in those places.  Knowledge about the 

natural world lead to deeper interest, study and excitement (what you do not know, you 

do not see and certainly cannot care for). 

 While this all was ‘just an interest’, I became actively involved in conservation 

after our landlord had destroyed a bird’s nest near our porch. This could have been  

easily avoided with some good-will. I had observed the adult birds building the nest, 

sitting on the eggs and feeding their babies.  The experience of loss and frustration was 

a driver to get active i.e. do something while we still have those animals and plants. 

 Further involvement in conservation and research have resulted in an even wider 

appreciation of the diversity and complexities of ecosystems, also their vulnerability and 

how changes in those places lead to the decline or disappearance of species. There 

was a growing amazement about the huge variety of life forms and incredible ability to 

adapt to extreme life conditions. As a Christian, I could see this clearly pointing to a  

Creator as Psalm 104, vs 24 says.  As humans we are part of this awesome creation, 

but we have the ability to do damage to, or to care for, our world. 



9 

 

 

 

 

 

Place seed 

Pack here please. 

Elders’ gathering 
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Pick-up Tuesdays 3 - 4 pm at 22 College Rd & 349 Wai-iti Road 

Family pack $15   Small pack $8    

Orders  022-123-3663 or email eatwell@timarupres.org.nz 

 

 

Plant, water and watch the seeds grow. 

 

 

“We must protect creation for it is a gift given us, it is 

God’s present to us;  we are the guardians of creation” 

-Pope Francis 

Presbyterian Support South Canterbury  

is celebrating 100 years of service to the  

South Canterbury Community.  
 

We invite you to join us for a Combined Church Service on  

July 1st at Trinity Church, College Road, Timaru, at 10am,  

to share in the celebrations.  
 

The Right Rev Richard Dawson, Moderator of PCANZ, will speak on "Justice in 

Action: We say Yes!" The Church service will be followed by an opportunity to 

view displays, and talk to staff, from PSSC, in the Trinity Community Centre 

adjacent to the Church. A light lunch will be served.  
 

 

Everyone welcome. RSVP to the PSSC administration on  

(03) 687 7945 or email admin@pssc.co.nz   

by Wednesday the 27th of June if you intend joining us for lunch. 

mailto:eatwell@timarupres.ord.nz?subject=eatwell@timarupres.ord.nz
mailto:admin@pssc.co.nz
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The Mission Group‘s winter knitting 
initiative is up and running again. 
At both churches a display of lovely 
woolly garments is starting to appear. 
These small items for the under 5’s, such 
as beanies, mitts, scarves and slippers 
will be delivered to the Hanan and 
Kowhai kindergartens, firstly on 10th 
June, and then on 22nd July. 

Having two deliveries will mean more children will benefit from something 
warm and cosy while the weather is really cold. 
If you are in need of a pattern or extra wool there is still a good selection 
in the foyer of both churches. 
Buy and Supply has now finished for the season, and will resume on 
Armistice Day, 11th. November. The final adjusted tally is the amazing 
amount of $449.80. A big thank you to all that helped achieve this great 
result. 
                                                                  Elaine Falconer. 

 Every Tuesday morning 
during school term  

10–11am Trinity Hall 
College Rd 

Gold Coin Donation - 
Morning Tea Supplied  

   
Morris McLean Murdoch 

Jean Hubbard 

Pat Hardie 
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17 June 9.00am 

9.30am 

10.30am 

7.00pm 

Journey 21 @ C-Bay car park 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Celtic Worship in Trinity Chapel, 22 College Rd 

24 June 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

1 July 10.00am 

 

2.30pm 

 

Combined Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd  

(PSSC Centenary) 

Communion Service in Trinity Chapel, 22 College Rd 

followed by afternoon tea 

8 July 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

15 July 9.00am 

9.30am 

Journey 21 @ C-Bay car park 

Combined Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN  PARISH 

WINTER LUNCH 

 

Our next WINTER LUNCH will be held on the 26th June  
at St Stephens Hall  

starting at 12 Midday.    
 

Our May function was a good social time for 52 people 

who all enjoyed meeting others. 
 

If you would like to be part of this outreach to our community, 
please contact 

 Bev PH 6861207,   Carol PH  6888025   or Sid PH 6843478. 
Help is needed with this outreach.  You may be asked to help prepare vegetables or 

make biscuits etc.. If you would like to be part of this team or require further  

information please ring Bev Ph 6861207  
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Youth & Children’s Events 

KidzTime 10.30am Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Youth Group  5.30pm Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd  

 Contact: Margaret 688-8840 for details 

Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm & 6pm Mondays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930 

Rhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd.  

 Contact:  Helen 684 6403 or 021768 973 

Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688 0375 or 021 170 2930 
 

Regular Events 

Study Group: Monday, 2.00pm Wai-iti Rd, Estelle 686 3220 

Study Group: Monday, 7.00pm, Isabel 684 4485 

Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Rory 686 1575 

Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd 

Eat Well Co-op Packing:  Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.  

Eat Well Co-op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd and Wai-iti Rd 

Study Group: Tuesday, 7.30pm, Hermann 684 5399 

Coming Up 

Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group will meet on Wednesday, June 20 in Room 1, Trinity 

Hall at 12.30pm.   Shared lunch.  Sales table. Speaker: Linda Gaskin from Dept. of 

Corrections.    This relates to our PW current  Project (NZ Part) for support for children of 

prisoners.   Any donations for this will be gratefully received.   Thank you. 

Bible Society: We are having our annual cheese-roll fund-raiser again in  June and will 

deliver the cheese-rolls on Sunday 24 June. Prices are the same as last year: 1 dozen 

$6.00 and 3 dozen will be $15.00. Please give your orders to Alison (688 4317), 

Margaret (688 2363) or Evi (684 5399) on the Sundays before the delivery dates.  

Good Companions  - Meet St Stephens on Thursday 12 July at 2pm.  Cena Moulson will 

be our speaker.  Subject:  "Reflections". Jenni Payne from Family Start Programme  

Bible Society Quiz Sunday 15 July at 2pm at the Seventh-Day Adventist Church at 

Rathmore St, Timaru. Scripture portions to be studied are Genesis 12-18 and Galatians. 

Form a team of 3-4 people and come and have fun with us. Afternoon tea is provided. 

Cost: $5pp, under 16 free. For more information contact Evi 684 5399 or Alexia 

Bensemann at the Christian Bookshop.  

https://maps.google.com/?q=349+Wai-iti+Rd&entry=gmail&source=g
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Ministry Team Leader 

Brent Richardson      686-1382, 0274221892  brent@timarupres.org.nz 

                                            Not available Mondays 

Minister 

Rory Grant 686-1575,  0275705156  rory@timarupres.org.nz 

                                   Not available Fridays 

Parish Clerk  

Helen Carter 684-6403  parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz 

Parish Office 

349 Wai-iti Rd     Phone: 686-0981 

email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz 

Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz  

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9am - 3pm 

Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday 

Copy for the July-August LINK should be sent to the Church Office or 
emailed to link@timarupres.org.nz by Friday 6 July. 

Worship Centres 
349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru 

22 College Rd, Timaru South 
www.timarupres.org.nz 

mailto:finance@timarupres.org.nz


15 

 

 

 

A very big thank you to all who helped with the Basement Garage Sale on the 

12th May.  Many people turned out to donate goods, help set up (which was 

a huge job sorting through all the donated items),  deliver the advertising 

notices, mow the lawn, and to assist on the day, not to mention those who 

came along and bought items.  

We had a very successful sale raising over $3000.  We couldn’t be happier, 

and words couldn’t thank you all enough. 

More photos from the Basement Garage Sale 
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This issue of “PRESBYTERIAN LINK” is delivered to you 

by…………………..……………………………….          Phone……………...……………. 

Parish Council Nominations 
Parish Council calls for nominations for three Parish Council  members plus Parish 
Clerk to be elected at the AGM on 19th August for a three year term. 

 

Nominations close with the Parish Clerk, Wednesday, 25th July  2018 and can be left 
at the office 349 Wai-iti Road or contact Helen Carter, Phone 684 6403 

 

Jim Garden & Hermann Frank have come to the end of their three year term and are 
willing to be re nominated.   

 

Those remaining on Council are Lois Shipley, Judith Begg,  Bev Quigley, Steph    
Holland, Murray Facer, & Joy Elliott. 

 

In accordance with The Book Of Order 7.7 the nominees can be any member of the 
Timaru Presbyterian Parish who is an Elder or is agreeable to become one. They do 
not need to be from a particular worship centre. Please give this your prayerful     
consideration and get your nomination in on the form below.   

 

Parish Council is able to have some members who are not  necessarily elders.   

NOMINATION FORM 
We nominate ______________________________ to be a Parish Councillor 
          
Nominator_______________________ Signature_____________________ 
Seconder________________________ Signature_____________________ 
Nominee_________________________ Signature_____________________ 
All three need to sign. 

Nominations close on Wednesday 25 July 2018 

The music and movement 

group celebrated their first 

birthday in May. 


