
  

 

Thanks to Derek Hughes for a job well done! 

This February/March edition of the LINK is the first in the history of TPP where 

editor Derek Hughes has not had direct input and oversight. Prior to the LINK 

Derek was editor of the Chalmers Church ‘Messenger’ since 1998 giving an    

enviable record of 20 years in total. 
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Derek took over from Lyn Kirkland who had been the ‘Messenger’ editor since 

1989 and before Lyn there had been ten previous editors with the first being 

Rev. Malcolm Wilson (1939 – 1942). During the war years copies were sent to 

Chalmers men serving overseas. Interestingly there was a previous newsletter 

named ‘The Link’ produced in 1975 being a joint effort with Chalmers, Bank 

Street Methodist and St Mary’s churches, but this folded in 1979. 

 

Early in 2009 the first Presbyterian LINK was distributed. Bryan Gilmour was our 

Transition Minister and he was very keen to incorporate Chalmers’ “Messenger,” 

Trinity’s “Record,” St. Paul’s “Friendly Visitor,” and St Stephen’s “Newsletter,” 

into one publication. Later, following the inauguration of Timaru Presbyterian  

Parish in November, the LINK was produced monthly in the very readable and 

professional format that we receive today.  

 

Derek was adroit in weaving his preparation time of the LINK  and ‘Messenger’ 

with his many other activities and overseas trips. Consequently, there have only 

been about half a dozen occasions in around 200 issues where Derek has not 

been available to prepare and sign off an issue.  

 

Derek has become very skilled at working with Microsoft Publisher software and 

also with the many photos that have enhanced the magazine. In this regard he 

has also had the major task of putting together the Lions Club directory of the 

Pleasant Point and Cave areas – 36 pages and 75 advertisers into a most       

professional looking publication. We don’t hear much of Derek’s ‘other activities’ 

– he is very quiet about his achievements! 

 

When Derek heard I was doing an article, he looked I bit uncomfortable as he 

does not look for the limelight. He made one of his typical statements that sticks 

in my mind when he said, “The people in the Parish should accept any kudos as I 

am just the gatherer.”  

 

We as a Parish are grateful to Derek for a lasting record and legacy of the initial 

years of TPP and also to Margaret who has been a huge support with her careful 

proof reading, input, and at times being a sounding board.  

 

Thank you again Derek for compiling a newsletter of such a continued high 

standard, one that truly lives up to its name LINKING PEOPLE and the many    

facets of the Parish TOGETHER on a daily basis.  

 

  Ken Falconer 
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Editorial 

Welcome to this edition of the Link, our monthly newsletter 

designed to keep you linked into the happenings around 

our parish. I am very aware of the large number of people 

who receive the Link who through health and limited 

mobility are no longer able to be present at worship or 

church events as they once were. But that doesn't mean 

they are no longer valued members of our parish. On the 

contrary, many continue to uphold the parish in prayer and 

support the work in other ways as they are able.  

 

The Link has been edited by Derek and Margaret Hughes for the past 20 years. 

It originated as the Messenger from Chalmers Church and became the Link 

after the amalgamation of the Timaru parishes in 2009. At the end of last year 

Derek indicated his desire to retire from this role. I am very thankful for all the 

work the Hughes have put into this publication over the years, making it an 

interesting and informative read.  We are committed to continuing on this good 

work and the high standard they achieved, so the Link will continue, albeit 

under a new editor. 

 

January was holiday time for us and Catherine and I enjoyed a couple of weeks 

exploring the Taranaki and Wanganui regions. Highlights were cycling the 

forgotten world highway from Taumaranui to New Plymouth which I did over 2 

days. It was very hilly and challenging! We also enjoyed a jet boat ride up the 

Wanganui river to the Bridge to Nowhere which was very special. But there were 

some unexpected things along our travels that we hadn't planned that were 

wonderful surprises. Like the festival of lights in Pukurua park in New Plymouth 

which was magical. And arriving in Wanganui on the day of the Vintage festival 

to a very large classic car show.   

 

We place a lot of importance on 

planning and we need to do this to 

avoid drifting aimlessly along. We have 

many dreams and plans in the pipeline 

for our church this year, but I wonder 

what surprises God will have in store 

for us?  

 Brent 
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February Parish Council Report 

Devotions were led by Rory taken from Colossians 1:19-20. Rory read the verse 

in Maori in recognition of Waitangi Day. Some words we recognised others we 

did not and this lead onto the devotion. Sometimes we think we have things 

sorted and then something else comes up.  We need to remember to rely on the 

grace and revelation of the Lord. 

Bruce Small our Treasurer attended the meeting and presented the six-month 

accounts to 31 December 2017.  They show we are tracking well to budget. 

The comments on review of PCANZ Moderator position has been sent to PCANZ 

and have had acknowledgement of being received. 

Brent gave a verbal update on the St Stephens feedback on service times. 

There is more work to be done on collating the results and this will be brought 

back to Parish Council. 

There has been a good response for helping with the communion set up for St 

Stephen’s site.  A roster will be set up. Remember that Communion at St 

Stephen’s is now the second Sunday of the month. 

Thanks to previous St Paul’s Catering group for their donation for the Trinity 

Kitchen. 

There was a good attendance at the gathering of Link delivers and Parish 

visitors. They enjoyed the opportunity to socialise and voice their opinions. It is 

hoped to repeat this type of gathering. 

The Parish Council wish to record our thanks to Derek Hughes the retiring editor 

of the Link .  

Information to come later about Holy week. 

There was a good response to the Mission collection for Syrian refugees. 

Rory and Brent had a fruitful retreat in Hororata. The main focus was on 

preaching themes for the year and discernment around developing an 

alternative outreach service.  The ministers were thanked for giving us true 

variety of worship at Christmas time.  The summer series was enjoyed. 

Ministers activities outside of the parish 

Rory continues as the Interim Moderator for Pleasant Point even though they 

have an Intern.  He is the chair of the Timaru Christian Ministers Assn this year. 

Brent is chair of the Ministry Settlement Board and interim moderator for St. 
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Pauls and St. James in Ashburton. They have stated supply till April so he has a 

light load to begin with. Brent will be taking part in the Charity Bike ride 25 

February 2018 so will be on leave that weekend.  

Both ministers are involved in the commissioning of Donald Gordon as Intern at 

Albury Pleasant Point Parish.  So on 18 February Rev. Shona Bettany will be 

preaching at the combined service.  

From March meeting onwards, the Parish council will devote 20 minutes at the 

beginning of meeting to doing work on the Mission Plan.   

Helen Carter, Parish Clerk had signalled late last year that she would finish her 

term this year. She has now formally tendered her resignation to take effect 

following the AGM. The resignation was accepted with thanks.  Helen will still be 

active in the parish in other ways. Please pray  for a Parish Clerk.   

 WORLD DAY of PRAYER 
Friday 2nd March 2pm 

St Stephens Presbyterian Church 

349 Wai-iti Road, Timaru 

The Service has been prepared by the women of Suri-
name, a small country on the north eastern coast of 

South America. 

The Offerings will be used for local and International World Day 
of Prayer, as well as for projects in Suriname and New Zealand.   

Afternoon tea will follow. 

Call for Nominations 

We are seeking nominations for 3 positions on Parish Council at our AGM in 

August.  Please prayerfully consider who might join our leadership team.  Current 

members Jim Garden and Hermann Frank are eligible for re-election.   

We are also seeking nominations for a new Parish Clerk. 
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The Illustrated Gospel of Mark 
The Illustrated Gospel Project (www.illustratedgospel.org) is a series of            

publications responding to the Gospels from a Kiwi perspective.  The idea is to 

bring the Gospels "home" to Aotearoa.  The result is a book brimming with origi-

nal music, poetry and art that revolves around a re-telling of the gospel stories.   

 

The series began 2015 with the Gospel of Luke.  Now, in 2018, "Mark: the      

Illustrated Gospel" has just been published.  Among over 40 contributors are our 

very own Steph Holland (Photograph), Bryleigh Holland (Watercolour), and Rory 

Grant (Photograph and poem). 

 

Both Books, Luke and Mark, are available in our church library at St. Stephens, 

and you can purchase your own copy by emailing:  Malcolm@knoxcentre.ac.nz or 

call Rory in the office for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor Malcolm Gordon discusses the 

project at the Book launch in  Dunedin 

Bryleigh Holland "Feeding the Hungry"  

Luke 6:30-44  

"The three parts are illustrations from 

the story. It shows Jesus on a boat on 

the lake, the loaves and fish that fed 

so many people, and raised hands   

giving thanks." 

Steph Holland "Cornerstone" Mark 12:10 

"I was intrigued by the notion of the rejected 

stone becoming something vital in the      

building.  Who saw the potential of what it 

could become? The vineyard tenants rejected 

everyone the owner sent, even killing the  

owner's own son.  They wouldn't or couldn't 

see what was before them." 
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Rory Grant   "Crumbs from 

the table"   Mark 7:24-30 
Jesus encounters a woman 

desperate with worry for her 

daughter.  She's an outsider.  A 

nobody.  In his frustration Jesus 

dismisses her rudely, but her 

daughter is more important 

than her dignity.  'Even dogs 

gather the crumbs from under 

the Master's table.' It is easy to 

dismiss those around us.  Who 

is it that gathers the crumbs 

from our table?"  
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11 February 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

18 February 9.00am 

9.30am 

Journey 21 @ C-Bay car park 

Combined Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

25 February 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

4 March 9.30am 

10.30am 

2.30pm 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Communion Service in Trinity Chapel, 22 College Rd  

followed by afternoon tea 

11 March 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship & Communion @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN  PARISH 

Rhythm Kids 
Sarah Savage and Isobel McKinnon are heading up this fantastic initiative in 
the Trinity Community Centre. We started on 13 February with 30 children.  

It will be awesome to have as many helpers as possible on a roster basis to 
happily meet & greet the parents and their preschoolers, and to help with 
serving tea and coffee. Do you know families with preschoolers who you 
could bring along? Do you have preschool age grandchildren you could 

bring?  
This is a TPP community outreach action.  Exciting! 

Any queries contact Helen 684 6403. 

To Mildred “Budge” Low, long-
time member of Trinity Church 
and TPP who turned 100 over 
the summer. Budge still lives in 
her own home and has          
particularly enjoyed our          
Afternoon Communion service. 
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Youth & Children’s Events 
KidzTime 10.30am Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Youth Group  Contact Margaret 688-8840 for details 

Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm & 6pm Mondays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930 

Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688 0375 or 021 170 2930 

 

Regular Events 
Study Group: Monday, 2.00pm Wai-iti Rd, Estelle 686 3220 

Study Group: Monday, 7.00pm, Isabel 684 4485 

Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Rory 686 1575 

Rhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd.  

Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd 

Eat Well Co-op Packing:  Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.  

Eat Well Co-op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd and Wai-iti Rd 

Study Group: Tuesday, 7.30pm, Hermann 684 5399 

 

Coming Up 
Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group will meet on Wednesday 21 February at 

12.30pm in Room 1, Trinity Hall.   Please bring lunch food to share.   Sales table. 

Speaker:   Elisabeth Demmer about the Wearable Arts in Wellington last year. 

All women are welcome. 

Good Companions will meet at St Stephens on Thursday 8 March.  Anne Knipe 

will speak on her trip to Vanuatu.  All Welcome. 

Prayer Breakfast: Saturday 10 March, 8-9am, St Stephens 
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Ministry Team Leader 

Brent Richardson      686-1382, 0274221892  brent@timarupres.org.nz 

                                            Not available Mondays 

Minister 

Rory Grant 686-1575,  0275705156  rory@timarupres.org.nz 

                                   Not available Fridays 

Parish Clerk  

Helen Carter 684-6403  parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz 

Parish Office 

349 Wai-iti Rd     Phone: 686-0981 

email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz 

Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz  

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9am - 3pm 

Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday 

Copy for the March-April LINK should be sent to the Church Office or 
emailed to oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz by Friday 9 March. 

Worship Centres 
349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru 

22 College Rd, Timaru South 
www.timarupres.org.nz 

mailto:finance@timarupres.org.nz
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Dawn Ussher  -  Knitter  Extraordinaire 
Last winter the Mission Group were given a quantity of very fine 2ply Merino   

knitting wool. With this wool, plus some of her own, Dawn was able to create an 

amazing collection of tiny garments for 

the Premature Baby Unit at           

Christchurch Women’s Hospital, which 

were delivered recently. 

 

The two parcels ( containing 

3 matinee jackets, 5 tank tops,  

5 singlets, 1 pair of bootees, 

14 beanies and 6 berets) were very 

much appreciated. 

 

Elaine Falconer 

Christmas Boxes and Baskets 
In the run up to Christmas 40 festive baskets and boxes were prepared and   

decorated in readiness for the pre Christmas Meals and Wheels delivery. 

 

The majority of these gifts went to Timaru ‘shut-ins’, with a small number going 

to Temuka and Geraldine folk, hopefully bringing some Christmas cheer. 

 

These boxes contained a great selection of goodies ranging from slabs of   

Christmas cake, freshly made raspberry jam, tinned salmon, truffles and      

shortbread etc. to pad and pens. 

 

Feedback from the some of the deliverers was, that these gifts were truly        

appreciated, and in some cases was the only Christmas present the person    

received.  

Christmas Baskets being     

prepared at St Stephen’s a few 

days before Christmas. From 

the left  -  Elaine Falconer,   

D iane  L indsay ,  Cher ie        

Reynolds, Kristy Gilder, Pam 

Twaddell, and Harrison Gilder 

in front. 
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Photos above:    LINK deliverers/pastoral visitors evening  

 

Below left:    The Vanuatu ladies brought a yummy cake to church to  

   celebrate "Mum's" (Ann's) birthday.  

 

Below right:   Ryan from Boys Brigade enjoying kayaking at Bells Pond on  

   Waitangi Day with the Waimate Boys Brigade.  


