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Stephanie Holland was ordained to the office of 

elder at the Combined Service at Trinity,  

College Rd on 26 November 
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Face painting at Community BBQ proved popular with kids of all ages 
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Editorial 

As the year draws to a sunny South 
Canterbury close, I am left pondering what a 
difference a year can make in our lives 
together.  We have come far in many ways 
over the last twelve months, and there is a 
real sense of hope and enthusiasm around 

the place. 

Nothing highlights this more than the blessing 
that is our Rhythm Kids community and our 
emerging engagement with young families in 
the South end of town.  29 children and their 
families came to our Christmas break-up this 
last week and joined in a wonderful program 
that picked up on the key points of the hope, 
joy and love that signal the birth of Jesus 

Christ, Emmanuel, God with us.   

Add to that the 45+ families who put their names down for our Christmas 
Holiday Programme at St. Stephens, the 50+ people from the community and 
50+ people from the congregation who consumed 111 sausages at our 
Community BBQ, the 30+ people who attend the monthly lunches during the 
winter, the 30+ kids in Girls and Boys Brigades and youth group, and the 40+ 
people who order fruit & vege bags from Eat Well every week and you can see 

that we truly are connecting with our community in significant ways.   

This is not even to mention the countless people who have been touched 
through our worshiping life, through pastoral care and friendship, through small 

groups, through funerals, weddings and baptisms in 2017. 

The best thing about all of it is that we are not simply going through the motions, 
or providing a service to the community, we are truly living and sharing God's 

love, together. 

So as you enjoy our long, hot summer, be encouraged that God is at work 
in our midst, and his love is making a difference in our lives and in the 

lives of others around us.   

And may God bless you with his hope, peace, joy and love this Christmas 

time. 

  Arohanui,  

    Rory 



4 

 
December Parish Council Report 

The Council meeting was opened with devotions led by Rev Brent Richardson. 
Brent read from the gospel of Mark chapter 1; John the Baptist brought good 
news preparing the way for Jesus who was to come after him. Brent posed the 
question “How do we prepare ourselves for Christ’s coming?” Humility and true 

peace are necessary qualities. 

There was discussion around the forming of a works group to liaise with the 
builders carrying out the foyer upgrade at St Stephens. Jim Garden, Margaret 
Littler and Bruce Appelbe are the core of this works group at present with Rev 

Rory Grant being in ex officio role. 

Rev Brent Richardson gave us feedback on the replies to letters sent out to 
receivers of the Link; who have not been active in the parish for some time. This 
step towards reconnecting with these people was encouraging. About 2/3’s of 

letters sent were replied to. 

At a meeting to streamline important calendar events in our church year for 
2018, it was proposed to alter the monthly communion service held at St 
Stephens from the 3rd week to the 2nd week of each month. This is mainly 
because both Journey 21 and evening Celtic services are held on the third 
Sunday of each month. Changing morning communion at St Stephens frees 
Parishioners to consider these alterative forms of worship. This change was 

agreed by the Parish Council. 

Council observed how important it was to make time to look to the 12 months 
ahead and plan out the year as far a possible without clashes  or omissions of 

important events.  

With Advent and Christmas upon us we remind you that this summer the 
“Summer Series” is to be held at St Stephens 349 Wai iti Road at 10 a.m 

starting Sunday 31st December through to 21st January 2018. 

Normal separate services at Trinity 9.30 a.m. and St Stephens 10.30 a.m. will 

recommence on Sunday 28th January 2018. 

Helen Carter reported on the delightful success of the Rhythm Kids music 
programme held at Trinity Hall each Tuesday morning. “A recent purchase of a 
portable sound system by the TPP is the icing on the cake. It works a treat”. This 
community outreach attracted the regular attendance of between 12-25 

children and their caregivers / child educators / parents each week. 

The Eatwell Co op, distributing fresh wholesale priced fruit and veges also 
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Would you like to sponsor a rider doing the 365k Central South Island Charity 

Bike Ride taking place on 22nd-23rd-24th February 2018? 

Funds raised this year go to support Alzheimer's NZ (SC), Riding for the 
Disabled (Geraldine), Cystic Fibrosis (SC), YMCA (SC), Graeme Dingle 

Foundation, Learning 4U and Hospice SC. 

Brent Richardson, Jim Pearce, Neil McKinnon and Ron Paulin from our church 
are doing the ride this year (Brent for the first time) and would be happy to 

receive your sponsorship.  

Contact them directly if you want to contribute. 

continues as a successful community outreach.  

All volunteer help given is very gratefully acknowledged. Eatwell final day is 

Tuesday 19th December and then recommences on Tuesday 9th January 2018. 

Parish Council held a brief discussion centred around the real success of our 
TPP BBQ afternoon at Trinity Hall on Sunday 26th November. At least 50 people 
from the local community came to share food and fun with many welcoming 
parishioners. There are plans to repeat this type of event in 2018. Comments 

given from the community about ways to further utilise the hall were useful. 

Our extremely popular, “Animals of Christmas” themed Holiday programme will 
be held on 19th and 20th of December. Enrolments are full and the wonderfully 
loyal adult and teen helpers are busily preparing for this very special outreach 

into our local community. 

Discussion covering the recent Elders gathering emphasised the urgency to 
begin the TPP new Mission Action Plan. Darryl Tempero’s guidance during the 

Elders gathering gave us a basis from which to begin. 

 This final Parish Council meeting of 2017 closed with the sharing of The Grace 

at 10 p.m. 

 Joy Elliott  
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THE SACRED IN EVERYDAY LIFE 

Based on “A Cup of Sunlight” by Julie BattenBased on “A Cup of Sunlight” by Julie BattenBased on “A Cup of Sunlight” by Julie BattenBased on “A Cup of Sunlight” by Julie Batten    

Presented at Journey 21 by Alison GrayPresented at Journey 21 by Alison GrayPresented at Journey 21 by Alison GrayPresented at Journey 21 by Alison Gray 

We all need to replenish, not just when we are empty, but on a regular basis so 
that our energy levels are maintained at an optimal level, ready for challenging 
situations.  Julie Batten gives us four ways to replenish our soul through 

everyday life. 

Replenishing in NatureReplenishing in NatureReplenishing in NatureReplenishing in Nature - Some love to tramp for days in spectacular 
landscapes that lie far from the reach of traffic and crowds.  Scientific research 
shows just how much our cities are affecting us through electro-magnetic fields 
generated by high-tension power-lines, cell-phone towers and ‘sick’ buildings.  
For the sake of our bodies, we need to remove ourselves from these energy 
stressors as regularly as possible.  Camping in the wilds brings about closeness 
to the earth and a return to natural rhythms for the body as we go to bed at 
sundown and rise with the morning light.  Skiing and mountain-climbing lift us 
into a purer realm, expanding the mind and giving the body a healthy exhaustion 

that leads to restorative sleep. 

We are fortunate to live in a country that offers a wide range of opportunities to 
be in nature.  Many of these activities require planning and organisation.  How 

can we have this experience without leaving town?   

Bringing The Wilderness HomeBringing The Wilderness HomeBringing The Wilderness HomeBringing The Wilderness Home -    How can we bring the wilderness into our 
everyday life?  Julie Batten suggests the answer lies in visualisation.  Many 
inspiring places are indelibly stored in our imagination so take time for nature 
meditation and relive experiences of walking through the bush, hearing the 
birdsong or perhaps standing on a clifftop feeling the sea breeze and hearing 
seagulls overhead.  There is no substitute for the real thing but journeying 

through our memory can be calming, reviving, and help us face another day. 

Creating Our Own SpaceCreating Our Own SpaceCreating Our Own SpaceCreating Our Own Space - We are all familiar with an altar in a church but we 
can create an altar in our own home as a place to bring the sacred into our 
everyday life, a place to gather objects that serve as a focus for our own spiritual 
awareness.  For some the objects will belong to a specific tradition, such as 
Buddhism or Christianity; for others the objects may come more from nature, or 
be associated with inspirational experiences.  Objects you might choose may 
include a candle for light and smell, a flower for renewal to be tendered and 
cared for, or items that rekindle memories of places visited or photos of loved 
ones.  The golden rule with your altar is to make sure that it is so vibrant with 

positive energy that you want to be there.   
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To the TPP Church Family, 

Our most sincere THANK YOU to those who attended 
the service to remember and celebrate Jeff's life, and 
for the many messages of condolence, the visits, the 
food, the phone calls and the hugs.  Your loving care 
and concern is a continuing support to us as we move 

forward with our lives. 

Please accept our heartfelt gratitude and love. 

 Lyn Kirkland and family 

Julie Batten explains that when we sit at the altar and become still, the mind 
drops into the heart.  The breath settles and becomes steady.  The body feels 
grounded and at ease.  When we practice contemplation we open the doors to a 
larger reality inside ourselves, and this is what will give us what we need to 

know. 

Carry out activities to bring the sacred into everyday lifeCarry out activities to bring the sacred into everyday lifeCarry out activities to bring the sacred into everyday lifeCarry out activities to bring the sacred into everyday life    

• sweeping the path, not because we must, but for the tickle of the leaves 

on the concrete 

• making the bed in the morning, even though there’s no one here to see 

• taking the deepest red of the autumn leaves and placing them upon a 

wooden table 

• pausing for a cup of tea in the warm patch on the front step 

• placing three turquoise shells by the bathroom basin because they 

remind you of retreat 

• playing the family piano that is now yours 

• remembering the dead one with love and sometimes tears 

• pulling back the curtains and letting in the morning sun 

Prayer for Quiet Confidence Prayer for Quiet Confidence Prayer for Quiet Confidence Prayer for Quiet Confidence ----    Episcopal Book of Common PrayerEpiscopal Book of Common PrayerEpiscopal Book of Common PrayerEpiscopal Book of Common Prayer    

Oh God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and rest we shall be 

saved, in quietness and in confidence shall be our strength: 

 By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we pray thee, to thy presence, where we may 

be still and know that thou art God… 
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17 December17 December17 December17 December    9.30am 

10.30am 

2.30pm 

7.00pm 

Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship & Communion @ St Stephens,  Wai-iti Rd 

Trinity Chapel Memorial Service 

Celtic Worship in Trinity Chapel, 22 College Rd 

24 December24 December24 December24 December    

Christmas EveChristmas EveChristmas EveChristmas Eve    

10.30am 

6.00pm 

11.30pm 

Combined Family Service @ St Stephens, Wai-iti Rd 

Heiligabend (Holy Night) Service in Trinity Chapel 

Candle Light Service @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

25 December25 December25 December25 December    

Christmas DayChristmas DayChristmas DayChristmas Day    

10.00am Combined Christmas Day Service @ Trinity,  

22 College Rd.  

31 December31 December31 December31 December    10.00am Combined Worship @ St Stephens, Summer Season 

7 January7 January7 January7 January    10.00am Combined Worship @ St Stephens, Summer Season 

14 January14 January14 January14 January    10.00am Combined Worship @ St Stephens, Summer Season 

21 January21 January21 January21 January    10.00am Combined Worship @ St Stephens, Summer Season 

28 January28 January28 January28 January    9.30am Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN  PARISH 

Summer Series - Growing in God 

Our four combined summer services are at St Stephen's this year and we will be 
exploring what it means to grow in our relationship with God. Paul said to the 
Corinthians; "I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it 
grow". There is an expectation in scripture that God's people will grow. But what 
does growth look like? What are the right conditions for growth? Can we stifle 

growth? These will be relaxed, informal services fitting to the kiwi summer.  

 I hope you will join us if you can. 

Mission Praise Hymnbook 

A music copy of this hymnbook is needed for the afternoon Communion Services 

in Trinity Chapel. 

If you know of one that could be available please contact Margaret 688-2363. 
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Give presents and be present this 
Christmas says  Rt Rev Richard 

Dawson, PCANZ Moderator 

Bucking current thinking that gift-giving at 
Christmas is consumerism at its worst, Moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New 
Zealand, Rt Rev Richard Dawson, believes that 
presents are a welcome and important part of 

Christmas. 

“Presents are a great way to remind others that 

they are important to us. 

“This year as you consider your gift giving, think about how the simple act of 
giving someone a present, or simply being present, can make them feel wanted, 

loved and cherished,” says Richard. 

In New Zealand, more than 1.6 million people aged over 15 years old say that 

they feel isolated at least once a month. 

“Loneliness is a blight on our communities, and one of the best gifts we can give 
this Christmas is simply being there. As Mother Theresa said, ‘Loneliness and 

the feeling of being unwanted is the most terrible poverty’. 

“I believe our greatest gift is to address this loneliness in any way we can,” says 

Richard. 

While presents are unlikely to make a difference for those who are suffering 
great loss or hardship this Christmas, being present certainly will, believes 

Richard. 

“I spent three days in North Canterbury recently listening to people as they 
coped with the enormity of the losses caused by the recent earthquake. Simply 
being there, providing a listening ear and struggling to understand their pain – 

even if I could do little to alleviate it – that counted. 

“My prayer is that Kiwis reach out to their loved ones, their neighbours and 

those in the wider community, so that no one spends Christmas alone this year. 

“Celebrating the birth of Jesus should not be about spending. Gifts don’t need to 
be expensive, nor do they need to be tangible to bring joy to the gift giver, the 
recipient and God. Be a cheerful giver this Christmas, and share what you are 

able to make a difference in the lives of others,” says Richard. 
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Foyer Refurbishment at St. Stephens 
Parish Council called a congregational meeting for Sunday 26 November to 
discuss the refurbishment of the St. Stephens foyer. The meeting followed a 
combined service of worship at Trinity church, 9:30am. The following 

information was provided to the congregation. 

RationaleRationaleRationaleRationale    

The upgrade to the St Stephen's foyer will cap off the significant refurbishment 

work that has been undertaken over the past 12 months. 

The St. Stephen's site is used daily by the church and wider community and it is 
also the administrative centre of the parish. We believe it is vital at this time to 
bring the facility up to a modern standard that we can all be proud of. We 
believe we have a responsibility to steward well our resources so that they are 
fit for our missional purposes. If we are a community facing church, then let's 

present a good face. 

By removing the walls that currently form the first room off the existing foyer, we 
will open this space out to create a large welcoming lobby area that will face our 
busy Street frontage. The large windows will be replaced with double glazed 
safety glass bringing the building up to current standards. A servery from the 
kitchen will allow the foyer to become a hospitality space visible to the street. A 

Rhythm Kids 
celebrated the end of the 
year enjoying a 
programme of favourite 
‘music and movement’ 
action songs interwoven 
with the Christmas story. 
The children decorated 
their very own Christmas Tree that included a special red heart they had 
created themselves. The tree was blessed at the end of the programme and is 

now placed in Trinity Church. 

The Rhythm Kids programme has been a real joy for all those involved. Did you 
know that 22 people from across the parish have been helping with the various 

and necessary tasks from when we started in May? Wow!  

Along with Brent and Rory, I would like to sincerely thank everyone who has 

helped make this special community outreach programme what it has become.  

 Helen Carter Co-ordinator 
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wheelchair accessible toilet off this foyer, located in the current porch area. 

We will need to spend some of our extensive property reserves to achieve this 
project. We are investing in the future of our church, because we believe in the 

God who renews and restores. God is not finished with us or with Timaru.  

FinancesFinancesFinancesFinances    

So far Parish Council has received one quote for this work, with two more 

quotes in process.  

Once all costs have been included, we expect the final cost of this project to be 

approximately $160,000+GST.  

The cost of this project would be met from our capital investments with the 
Church Property Trustees. This would leave our earthquake settlement money 

available for other urgent repairs and upgrades. 

Once committed funds have been taken into account, we currently have 
$56,033 available to us from earthquake settlements. The June 2017 balance 
of our CPT property account is $2.7 million And overall, our available reserves 

come to $3.1 million. 

By spending $160,000 from our capital funds, we would forgo $5,600 per 

annum of interest income at a rate of return of 3.5%. 

Scope of worksScope of worksScope of worksScope of works    

This project would involve the following improvements,  A detailed scope of 

works is available in the foyer, and from the church office. 

• New, double-glazed aluminium windows 

• New, accessible toilet with pocket-slider door  

• Enclosed Entrance and new covered porch 

• Walls removed to enlarge foyer. New carpet in foyer. New ceiling. New 

heat pump. 

• New servery into existing kitchen 

• Refurbished Chapel room, featuring backlit stained glass windows from 

St. Pauls mounted on an internal wall. 

Motion: That the Timaru Presbyterian Parish approves an application be 
made to the Church Property Trustees for $180,000 from the TPP capital 
PIF fund for the upgrade of the St Stephens, Wai-iti Road foyer. 

 The motion was passed with 97% in favour. 
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Youth & Children’s Events 
KidzTime KidzTime KidzTime KidzTime and Youth Group Youth Group Youth Group Youth Group are taking a holiday and resume in February.   

Contact Margaret 688-8840 

Boys’ Brigade and Girls’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade and Girls’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade and Girls’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade and Girls’ Brigade resume in February. Contact : Fiona 688-0375 

or 021-1702930 

Regular Events 
Study Groups: Study Groups: Study Groups: Study Groups: Resume in February 

Rhythm KidsRhythm KidsRhythm KidsRhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd. Taking a break for the 

holidays. Resume in February. 

Eat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well Co----op Packing:  op Packing:  op Packing:  op Packing:  Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd. Final packing and 

pickup for 2017 on 19 December - resumes 9 January. 

Eat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well Co----op Pickups:op Pickups:op Pickups:op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd and Wai-iti Rd 

Coming Up 
Good Companions: Good Companions: Good Companions: Good Companions: Thursday 14 December 2pm at St Stephens. Christmas 

Theme. Please bring a small plate of party food. All welcome. 

TPP Holiday Programme: TPP Holiday Programme: TPP Holiday Programme: TPP Holiday Programme: 19 - 20 December, theme “Animals of Christmas”. 

Contact Catherine 686-1382 for more information. 

TIMARU PARISH EVENTS 

You can help Christian 
Broadcasting Association 

reach 250,000 listeners 
this Christmas! 

This Christmas, CBA will 
broadcast for 30 hours on 
Newstalk ZB, Radio Sport and 
RadioLIVE reaching 250,000 
listeners! CBA’s programmes 
are designed to communicate 
the Christian faith to those 
outside the influence of the 
church.  

They have asked for your help to cover production costs. 
 Please phone 0800 GIVE NOW to make a donation.  
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CWS Christmas Appeal 
CWS is Christianity in Action supporting people in 
their efforts to escape injustice and poverty. It 
works through local partners in over 20 countries 
building strong communities where people can 

learn the skills they need to:  

• grow more and better food,  

• access medical care 

• prepare in case of disaster, 

• access basic human rights 

Local people are best placed to understand local needs and build resilient 

communities. 

CWS partners working in their communities start with the most vulnerable 

people – children, older people and those with disabilities.  

CWS partners are changing their community’s story from loss and despair to 
one of hope. eg. in the Philippines, in South India, in southwest Uganda, in the 

Pacific and in Lebanon. 

The leaflet enclosed with this issue of the LINK gives more information on how 
your gift will make sure CWS local partners can continue to lead people out of 
the misery and despair of poverty with new skills, a better income, and a more 

secure future. 

 

Mission Group 

ladies with some 

of the  

donated goods  

for  

South Canterbury 

Women’s Refuge 

Many thanks to our photographers including Ken Falconer, Steph 
Holland and Chris Konings whose photos feature this month.  I’m 
sure you will agree that they make our bulletin more interesting.  Ed 
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Ministry Team Leader 

Brent Richardson      686-1382, 0274221892  brent@timarupres.org.nz 

                                            Not available Mondays 

Minister 

Rory Grant 686-1575,  0275705156  rory@timarupres.org.nz 

Parish Clerk  

Helen Carter 684-6403  parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz 

                                   Not available Fridays 

    PARISH CONTACTS    

Parish Office 

349 Wai-iti Rd     Phone: 686-0981 

email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz 

Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9am - 3pm 

Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday 

Closes  3pm Friday 22 Dec - Reopens 9am Tuesday 23 Jan 

Copy for the February LINK should be sent to the Church Office or 
emailed to hughes-d@xtra.co.nz by Friday 9 February 

    LINK DEADLINE    

TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN PARISH 
Worship Centres 

349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru 

22 College Rd, Timaru South 
www.timarupres.org.nz 
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Girls’ & Boys’ Brigades presented the real message  
of Christmas in the Timaru Christmas Parade 
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“Stir Up Sunday” was celebrated at a 

Combined Service at College Rd on 26 November 


