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A NEW ELDER FOR TPPA NEW ELDER FOR TPPA NEW ELDER FOR TPPA NEW ELDER FOR TPP    

At the Combined Service at St Stephens on 29 October  Rev Brent 

interviewed Stephanie Holland about her faith journey and her decision 

to accept nomination as an elder.  

Subject to the parish vote, Steph will be ordained at the Combined 

Service at Trinity on 26 November 



2 

 

“Leading Ladies & Dangerous Divas” 

Samantha Warhurst, accompanied by fellow 
resident doctor Juno Pyun enthralled the audience 

at Trinity and raised $1,700 for Women’s Refuge 

Christchurch based Seasons Trio gave a polished 
performance of “The Four Seasons of Buenos Aires” 
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Editorial 

Welcome to this edition of the Link, our monthly 
magazine designed to keep you linked into the 

happenings in our parish.  

There are many in our parish who are no longer able to 
attend church regularly and the Link helps them feel 

connected. 

About two months ago I was contacted by a resident 
doctor at the hospital, Samantha Warhurst, asking if 
she could hold a charity concert in the Trinity church. 
This was to be in aid of Women's Refuge and was called "Leading Ladies and 

Dangerous Diva's".  

The concert took place on Sunday 29th October and around 70 people were 
treated to some top-quality music. Samantha is a soprano who performed 
beautifully well-loved numbers such as “You'll never walk alone”, “Climb every 
mountain”, “Somewhere over the rainbow” as well as items from Carmen and La 

Boheme. She was ably accompanied by local pianist Carolyn Bunting.  

The Seasons Trio (piano, violin and cello) enthralled with Astor Piazzolla's “The 
Four Seasons of Buenos Aires.” It was truly a delight to have the church filled 

with such well-played music by these talented artists.  

The concert raised $1700 for the Women's Refuge. 

We are excited to be hosting a community BBQ in the Trinity Hall on Sunday 26th 
November. The purpose of this is to connect with the local community and seek 
ways to use the hall as a community hub or centre. We already run Boys and 
Girls Brigade from here and Rhythm Kids, plus the Eat Well programme and 
occasional events like Bookarama. But there is a lot more we could do. Our first 
step is to listen to our community to see what ideas they may have. We are 

hopeful some fruitful initiatives will come from this. 

By the time you read this the painting work at St Stephen's will be finished. The 
church is looking a lot fresher; the team at Aiden's Painting Services have done 
a great job. The next step will be to redevelop the foyer and replace the rotting 
windows around the front entrance.  This will require congregational approval so 

a vote will be taken at our combined service on 26th November (at Trinity). 

 I hope you enjoy this edition of the Link 

  Blessings, Brent 
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Notes from the November  
Parish Council Meeting. 

Devotions where lead by Brent based on Matthew 23: 1-12. Jesus preaches to 

the crowd and his disciples. 

Matters discussed by the Council included: 

1. Helen produced and spoke to a Building Project Financial Summary giving 
the Parish Council an update of the total Earthquake Settlement Fund 
allocation funds that have been used detailing what projects have been 
completed and paid for and what projects are still to be completed. When 
all current maintenance work allowed for is completed, the balance of the 

allocated funds will be approximately $55,933. 

2. The repair work to the St Stephens hall roof is completed.  Painting of both 
the hall exterior and the church exterior have also been completed 

however the two south facing walls have yet to be refreshed. 

3. A quote for $6,250.00 to replace the carpet on the St Stephens hall stage 

was recommended by Admin and excepted by the Council. 

4. New lights and shades are to be installed in the St Stephens church. The 
current light fittings are needing to be upgraded for safety reasons. The 

new lights will provide for a unified modern look. 

5. Rory was pleased to announce that there are some new faces on the 
Parish Tech Group including Grant Holland as Convenor and Ken Falconer 

who together will assist in making future decisions on Tech matters. 

6. A request was received from Jannette Aldridge re: hiring of two rooms 
weekly at Trinity Hall to run her music school. After considerable 
discussion, it was agreed that Helen along with Brent will meet with 

Jannette for further discussion. 

7. Pastoral, Mission and Worship Ministry group reports were accepted. 

8. Ministers team report:  
(a) Brent has taken services at The Croft and Strathallan Rest Homes 
which he finds a pleasant way to connect with the community. Brent has 
also been involved with mission planning and profiles for St James and St 
Paul's in Ashburton. Brent is working alongside Rory and Helen with the 
planning of the Parkside, Watlington, Kensington community BBQ at Trinity 
Hall on 26 November. Planning for the Christmas holiday programme is 
underway. 
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(b) Rory has also been very busy with planning for the Elders gathering at 
which a new Mission Plan Review conversation will begin. He has also 
produced a comprehensive St Stephens congregational survey paper 
which will give the St Stephens congregation an opportunity to respond 

with their comments. 

9. The Parish Council approved the nomination of Stephanie Holland to be 
ordained as an Elder which will be followed by the Congregational vote to 

approve on Sunday 12th November.  

10. Health and Safety. Hermann spoke about the health and safety 
requirements and recommended that future health and safety 
discussions become part of the Trinity and St Stephens building groups 
responsible for each site. This was agreed to providing that Max Muldrew 

remains the overall Health and safety Convenor for the TPP.  

  Jim Garden 
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Dear Friends, 

As we approach Christmas and the end of another year I want to call the whole 
Church to prayer; I am particularly aware of how important Christmas is both for 

the Church as a family and for her witness in and to the world. 

Christmas and Easter are still universally recognised as Christian festivals even 
if the depth of understanding is not great. Many people only come to church on 
these special days. It is, therefore, important that we recognise the opportunities 
we have at these times to bring a message of hope and mercy to those who live 

outside the Church family. 

I know many of you do engage the community in all sorts of creative ways at 
Christmas and I also know that many churches put on special services to mark 
the occasion. Can I encourage you to continue these traditions and to work as 

hard as possible to raise the Christ-child up at this time? 

However, I also know that this is a very busy time for staff and especially for 
Ministers, so I want to call the Church to prayer for our Christmas witness and 
especially for these people for this period. Can you please distribute this letter 
as widely as possible amongst your people and so call them to prayer for the 
areas I’ve listed below and can you engage in at least one special time of prayer 
in your parish where people can come apart and spend some quality time in 

praying for these things? 

The Church marches on its prayers. Let us, then, march together this Christmas. 

Points for prayer  

1; That our witness this Christmas may be gracious and effective; 

2; That we may find many ways to bless those who struggle with Christmas, 

especially the poor and distressed. 

3; That we may bless our Ministers and staff through the Christmas period and 

ensure they get adequate rest and refreshment over summer. 

4; That we will find the needed resources to staff churches over summer. 

5; That we will all experience peace and provision this year, which is at the heart 

of the Christmas tradition. 

 In Christ, Richard Dawson, Moderator PCANZ 
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TPP Elders’ Meeting 
On Thursday 2 Nov around 40 elders gathered at St Stephen's to begin the 
process of formulating our next Mission Action Plan (MAP), to cover the period 
2018-22.  This will build on the excellent work done by so many on the current 

MAP (2013-17). 

The Rev Darryl Tempero, Resource Minister for the Alpine Presbytery, led us 
through a process of thinking about the church we would like our grand-
children's grandchildren to be a part of. While it is quite difficult to imagine what 
the future will be like that far out this exercise focused us on the values we would 
want to see present (which are the values we hold dear now and want to pass on 
to the next generation). Things like caring, compassion, being inclusive, 

welcoming, relevant, vibrant, God centred etc.  

Using the question "What comes to mind when you think of church?" we 
identified 2 categories: things we do and things church is. Doing includes 
attending worship, meetings, mission projects, prayer, music and so on. Things 
church is includes our relationships with God and one another, sense of 
belonging, faith, compassion. This category describes the essence of what it 
means to be the people of God and it is the most important part for us to work 
on. Finally Darryl got us to think about four orientations for our church life which 

are essential for a healthy church: 

UpUpUpUp- focusing on our relationship with God. This is expressed through our worship 
life, prayer and so on. Without this aspect the church would be a social club and 

not a church. 

InInInIn- our relationships with each other. Expressed through warm fellowship, study 
groups, doing life together. Without this church is cold and functional and 

impersonal. 

OfOfOfOf- our relationship to the wider Church, including Presbytery and other Christian 

denominations. Without this we would become a sect or cult. 

OutOutOutOut- our relationship to the wider community. Expressed through outreach 
initiatives and involvement beyond our own programmes. Without this we 

become small, stale and irrelevant. 

It was a very stimulating evening with lots to think about and mull over. From 
here we will be putting together a smaller group of elders who are interested in 
carrying on this discernment process with a view to formulating our next MAP and 

strategic goals.  

A recording of the evening was made, contact the office if you would like this. 

 Brent Richardson 
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12 November12 November12 November12 November    9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephens, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

19 November19 November19 November19 November    9.00am 

9.30am 

10.30am 

 

7.00pm 

Journey 21, C-Bay car park 

Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship & Communion @ St Stephens,   

349 Wai-iti Rd 

Celtic Worship at Trinity Chapel, 22 College Rd 

26 November26 November26 November26 November    9.30am Combined “Stir Up Sunday” @ Trinity, 22 College 

Rd. Congregational Meeting. 

3 December3 December3 December3 December    9.30am 

10.30am 

2.30pm 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephens. 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Communion Service in Trinity Chapel  

followed by afternoon tea 

10 December10 December10 December10 December    9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephen’s, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN  PARISH 

Storage of Fair Items 

If you are busy doing some spring cleaning, or shifting house at present you 
may have some surplus items that you’d like to donate to our next Church 

Fair. 

The Mission Group have recently sorted out an ideal room for this purpose – 
it’s at the foot of the Trinity Hall stairs. Just go down the stairs by the kitchen 

and turn left. It’s as easy as that! 

If the item you are donating is rather large (eg. a chest of drawers), that 
would be difficult to get down these stairs, take your item down the outside 
path on the Bowker Street side of the building and go through the double 

doors. Note that this door can only be opened from the inside.  

 Elaine Falconer 
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Presbyterian Women present  

‘A Christmas Gathering’ 

Thursday 7 December at St Stephens 11.30--2pm 

Please bring Luncheon food to share.  Dessert will be provided 

 Christine Lloyd will be speaking on her time  
working on the Mercy Ship. 

Men are welcome to share this time of happy fellowship. 

World Vision Sponsorships 

TPP currently sponsors two children through World 
Vision, Rani Sraboni from Pirganj, Bangladesh and 

Titri Kumari from Nalanda, India.   

In the Annual Progress Report it says that Rani 
Sraboni is now 11 years old and currently she is in 
primary school studying grade 5.  World Vision 
community works have repeatedly visited her to 
monitor her well-being.  Currently she is in good 
health.  This year she and her family participated in 

and benefited from: 

1.  Nutrition education - Her family has learned the 
best things to eat to keep her well nourished and 

ensure a healthy life. 

2.  Children's camp - She learned more about positive values and healthy 

behaviours so that she can live a healthy, happy life. 

3.  Child protection awareness - She learns about the rights of children and how 

to promote child protection in her community. 

4.  Children's forum - She was able to share her views with leaders and promote 

change for children in her community. 

You can see artwork by Rani on page 15. 

We send greetings to the sponsored children on their birthdays and at 
Christmas.  If you would like to write to the sponsored children, please 

contact Rose at the church office. 

Rani Sraboni  
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The new Labour-led Government  

has a Christian Heart 
Methodists Anahila Kanongata'a-Suisuiki and Paul Eagle are just two of a 
number of Christians in the Labour caucus, which has gone into coalition with 
the New Zealand First and Green parties. Paul is the son of a Methodist 
minister and was serving his third term on the Wellington City Council and was 

deputy mayor when he was elected. 

Other Christians include Dunedin North MP and Presbyterian minister David 
Clark, Hamilton-based list MP and Elim pastor Jamie Strange, and former Police 

Association president Greg O'Connor, who is a Catholic. 

Paul, whose iwi is Tainui, believes the 13 Maori MPs and 6 Pacific Island MPs 

in the Labour caucus all come from strong Christian backgrounds. 

Anahila says the first caucus meeting started off with a prayer. “I was really 

surprised they did these things in parliament.” 

 David Hill, Touchstone 

Stir Up Sunday 

26 November 9.30am 

Combined Service at Trinity, College Rd 

Stir-up Sunday is an informal term in Anglican churches for the last Sunday 
before the season of Advent. It gets its name from the beginning of the 
collect for the day in the Book of Common Prayer, which begins with the 
words, "Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people". 
But it has become associated with the custom of making the Christmas 
puddings on that day. 

Because of the timing, we are going to make a Christmas cake instead on 
the first Sunday of Advent. Come and help stir the mixture for the TPP Cake 
which will be served on Christmas Day. 

A Congregational Meeting will be held to approve Parish Council’s intention 
to apply to Church Property Trustees for funding for the St Stephens Foyer 
upgrade. 

Subject to Congregational Approval, Stephanie Holland will be ordained as 
an elder. 
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DO DOGS GO TO HEAVEN? 
As a small child, I anguished over the question: 

"Do dogs go to heaven when they die?" 

People told me they didn't; but one day 

I met a woman who lived very close to heaven 

and just as close to earth, and she said: 

"Now, moko, just you listen to me. 

God made everything in this world 

out of his aroha. And I mean everything. 

Flies, ducks, mozzies, whitebait, cats and dogs. 

Every single creature's got a pinch of God in it, 

and like you've always been told, 

there's no way God can die. 

When a creature's life runs out 

that little pinch of God goes right back 

to God's great big loving heart. 

That's how I reckon it's always been 

and how it will always be." 

I was eight, and I went away comforted, 

knowing that my closest friend, 

a dog called Don who'd been killed by a bus, 

was now living happy and safe with God 

who would feed him and take him for walks. 

Now, understanding less than then, 

but touching from time to time 

that "pinch of God" in all things, 

I give special thanks to my creator 

for the friendship of animals in my life. 

I can't count the times God has loved me 

through small and furred and feathered things, 

how often I've been taught through them 

lessons of trust and playfulness, 

simplicity and self - acceptance. 

And since I do believe that heaven 

is not so much a place as a state of being, 

I can say to my own mokupuna, 

"Yes, there are dogs in heaven."      Joy Cowley, from "Aotearoa Psalms" 
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Youth & Children’s Events 
KidzTime KidzTime KidzTime KidzTime 10.30 am Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Youth Group Youth Group Youth Group Youth Group meets at St Stephens on Sunday nights during term time from 

6.30pm. For more information contact Margaret 688-8840 

Boys’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm & 6pm Mondays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact: Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930    

Girls’ Brigade Juniors Girls’ Brigade Juniors Girls’ Brigade Juniors Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

Girls’ Brigade Seniors Girls’ Brigade Seniors Girls’ Brigade Seniors Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00 pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930 

Regular Events 
Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Monday, 2.00pm, Wai-iti Rd,  Estelle 686-3220 

Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Monday, 7.00pm,  Isabel  684-4485 

Prayer Group: Prayer Group: Prayer Group: Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Rory 686-1575 

Rhythm KidsRhythm KidsRhythm KidsRhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd 

Community Club: Community Club: Community Club: Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd 

Eat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well Co----op Packing:  op Packing:  op Packing:  op Packing:  Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd 

Eat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well Co----op Pickups:op Pickups:op Pickups:op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd and Wai-iti Rd 

Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Tuesdays 7.00 pm, Hermann 684-5399 

Coming Up 
Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group: Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group: Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group: Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group: Final meeting for the year is on Wednesday 
15 November at The Shearers Quarters, 12.30pm.  Please let Alison 688-4317 
or Dianne 686-0440 know if you will be attending by noon on Monday 13 
November so Shearers Quarters can be notified.  When replying advise if you 

need a ride or can provide a ride. 

Community BBQ: Community BBQ: Community BBQ: Community BBQ: Sunday 26 November, 4.00-6.30pm, in Trinity Hall. We are 
seeking input from the community on ways the hall could be used as a 

community hub. 

Good Companions: Good Companions: Good Companions: Good Companions: Thursday 14 December, 2pm at St Stephens. Christmas 

Theme. Please bring a small plate of party food. All welcome. 

TPP Holiday Programme: TPP Holiday Programme: TPP Holiday Programme: TPP Holiday Programme: 19 - 20 December, theme “Animals of Christmas”. 

Contact Catherine 686-1382 for more information. 

TIMARU PARISH EVENTS 
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Alpine Presbytery reported positively on  
Timaru Gathering hosted by TPP 

Over the weekend of 6 - 8 October, Alpine Presbytery gathered in Timaru for its 

second widespread meeting for 2017. They reported: 

“Approximately 80 people from right around our Presbytery came together for a 
weekend of connecting with each other, enjoying great hospitality and meals, 
receiving very helpful and informative resourcing sessions, making some 
decisions as a Presbytery, and hearing signs of hope from the churches and 

ministries in the southern region of our Presbytery”. 

Community BBQ 

Sunday 26 November 4.00 - 6.30 pm 

Trinity Hall - College Rd 

An event to reach out to the South End community with an invitation 
to share our hospitality and for them to tell us what they like about 
living in the area, what their concerns are and what activities they 

would like to be part of. 

This is a TPP initiative and you are invited to help.  

BBQ cooks, tea and coffee makers, people to welcome and 
encourage conversations required.  

Hermann’s Lizards 

TPP Parish Councillor and Elder, 
Hermann Frank’s efforts to record and 
protect South Canterbury’s dwindling 
skink and gecko population was the 

subject of an article in the latest 
Latitude magazine.  

The very interesting and informative 
account can be found in the  
October/November issue.  

Well worth looking out for. 
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Ministry Team Leader 

Brent Richardson      686-1382, 0274221892  brent@timarupres.org.nz 

                                            Not available Mondays 

Minister 

Rory Grant 686-1575,  0275705156  rory@timarupres.org.nz 

Parish Clerk  

Helen Carter 684-6403  parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz 

                                   Not available Fridays 

    PARISH CONTACTS    

This issue of “PRESBYTERIAN LINK” is delivered to you 

by…………………..……………………………….          Phone……………...……………. 

Parish Office 

349 Wai-iti Rd     Phone: 686-0981 

email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz 

Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9am - 3pm 

Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday 

Copy for the December-February LINK should be sent to the Church 
Office or emailed to hughes-d@xtra.co.nz by Friday 8 December 

    LINK DEADLINE    

TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN PARISH 
Worship Centres 

349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru 

22 College Rd, Timaru South 
www.timarupres.org.nz 
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The Kirkland family gathered at Trinity recently for the baptism  
of Kaylani, daughter of Emma and Conrad Steven.   

Proud grandma Lyn presented Kaylani to the congregation 

Artwork by TPP Sponsored Child, Rani Sraboni 
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Good progress is being made with the  
exterior painting at St Stephens.  

Details of the proposed upgrade of the church foyer 
can be viewed on a display board in the foyer. 


