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Trinity Hall - Looking Good! 

The major renovation of Trinity Hall is almost complete. With the flat roofing 
replaced and exterior painted it is looking great. Some windows are still to be 
replaced. The old electrical wiring has been replaced and new light fittings in 

the hall are a big improvement.  

It is planned to realign the concrete ramp from the driveway  to achieve  
a gentler grade into the hall. Kerbing is to be placed on the hall side  
of the church driveway to reduce runoff which has been a problem  

in the hall basement in the past. 

Consultation with community groups is planned to discover ways  
that TPP can better connect with the South Timaru community. 
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Timaru District Choir and Youth Orchestra South Canterbury  

in concert in Trinity Church 

More rugs and knee warmers knitted by TPP Parishioners 

Photo: Ken Falconer 
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Editorial 

Welcome to this edition of the Link; I hope you enjoy 
reading about the latest happenings in our parish life. 
Spring is in the air and for gardeners things start to get 
busy with planting and preparing for summer crops and 

ornamentals.  

Need something new in your garden? We can help! On 
Saturday the 16th September our annual Plant Sale is on 
at St Stephen's Wai-iti Rd. This is a major fund-raising 
event for our parish so we appreciate your support. The 
South School Kapa Haka group will be here again 

entertaining as well as a cake stall. Come early for some bargain plants (starts 
9am) The Gleniti Play Centre who share our site will also be holding their gala day 

so it promises to be a great time for the community to gather on our patch. 

On Sunday 1st October we will be having a Combined Service/Annual General 
Meeting at St Stephens, 10am (note time difference). Aside from the usual AGM 
items (election of office bearers, approval of budget etc) we want to celebrate the 
achievements of the past year and look forward in expectation to what the Lord 

will do amongst us. I encourage you to be there if you can. 

The following weekend we will host the Alpine Presbytery gathering at Trinity. Our 
presbytery covers a very large area - from the Waitaki River to the top of the 
South Island and includes the West Coast! So our gatherings are a special time to 
draw people from across our far flung parishes for encouragement, fellowship, 
resourcing and a small amount of business. It is open to all (you don't have to be 

a minister or elder).  

For registration details see https://goo.gl/forms/1Llw26jeaJ4VyMlU2 or phone 
the Presbytery office 03 420 1400. Registrations are essential if you want to be 

fed.  

Finally, I'd like to encourage you to participate in the upcoming general election if 
you can. I would never tell you who to vote for but I do believe it is our right and 

responsibility to vote. This was not always the case; we live in privileged times.  

So don't waste this opportunity to shape the future direction of our nation. 

 Blessings,  

  Brent 

abseiling 
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Parish Council September Meeting Report 
Devotions were led by Jim Garden from Romans 12:9-21 

Below are some highlights from the meeting: 

• Council approved the budget for 2017/18 ahead of presenting this to the 

congregation at the AGM (1st Oct). 

• The annual report will be available Sunday 17th Sept at each worship site and 

also on the website. 

• Discussion was had around the service time at St Stephen's and the proposal 

to change this to 10am. Council feel there is a need to explore further the 

rationale for any change to ensure we are missionally focused and making 

changes for good reasons. To aid this the ministry team will produce a 

questionnaire and survey the congregation.  

• The Mission Action Plan (our long-term plan) will be worked on commencing 

2nd November with an elders’ gathering. Rory has been doing training with 

Darryl Tempero from the Alpine Presbytery which will be invaluable as we 

approach this important strategic task.  

• Nominations have been called for Alpine Presbytery Moderator.  Helen, Rory 

and Brent will follow up the suggested people. 

• Exterior painting quote for St Stephen's ($9435 +gst) was approved. The hall 

roofs (both sites) will be painted early October. 

• Brent raised a proposal to install high-speed internet to the church and hall at 
Trinity.  Connection to the church would be fully subsidised under the 
government's Ultra-Fast Broadband scheme, but there would be significant 
costs to connect to the hall. The proposal will be discussed and decided on by 
the Admin committee.  Pre-approval was given to spend up to $3,000 if 

required.  

• We discussed the proposal from the tech group to install high speed internet 

at the College Rd site. Approval to spend up to $3000 was granted, the bulk 

of this cost being to connect the hall and church (Chorus will run cable for 

free from the street under the government's fibre roll out scheme). This will 

enable new cloud based presentation software to be installed, regular 

updates to the computer, uploading of sermons. Connecting the hall will 

expand the range of activities that can be accommodated there. 

• Eat Well, which has around 40 clients per week, is in need of more people to 

help with distribution and collection of the bags at St Stephen's on Tuesday 

afternoons between 3-4pm. (Contact Andrea Grant 686-1575). 
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• Boys Brigade have been gifted from the Oamaru company a full set of indoor 

hockey sticks and the Waimate company have received ten canoes from 

them which are available for our use.  

• Rhythm KIds is going well with between 12-20 children each week. A lovely 

photo spread appeared in the Courier on Thurs 7th which is positive publicity. 

They have $300 in the kitty coming from gold coin donations. 

• Rory's role at Pleasant Point has been busy as they deal with building issues 

and get set up for a ministry intern who will begin in the new year. 

• Brent had his first meeting on the Alpine Presbytery Council as South 

Canterbury rep. 

• Concept images of the St Stephen's foyer upgrade were presented. These are 

on display and comment is welcome. Quotes are being sought to cost this 

work. 

• A community meeting is being organized to elicit ideas for the use of Trinity 

hall. We would like the community to have some ownership - to see this 

facility as their community centre. This starts with listening to the community. 

• Celtic worship resumes on the 17th September in the Trinity chapel. 

• Journey 21 continues to inspire those who participate through thought 

provoking topics and spiritual exercises. 

 Brent 

Bibles for Prisoners 
Are you one of those people who had to negotiate a banana box of Bibles that 
was sitting on the landing at the top of the stairs at Trinity?  
You will be pleased to know that they have gone to the Christchurch Men’s 
Prison. Their Chapel was flooded in one of the recent rainstorms and over forty 
Bibles were ruined.  
They are very grateful for the ones they have received from us 
 David Draffin 

Trinity Mission Birthday Gift  

After Freda Middlemiss moved from Timaru about 2 years ago, the MBG was 

handed on to Alison Linscott.    

She would be very pleased to know of someone who could take over this small, 

but important task.  

 Phone Alison 688-4317. 
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Considering your Decision Carefully... 

With the NZ elections coming up soon it is good to remember that at last year's 
General Assembly in Dunedin the Assembly overwhelmingly supported the “We 
Say Yes” Statement. As we discern what future shape politics may take in the 
months and years ahead in NZ it would do us well to reflect on the key principles 

mentioned in the Statement. 

Justice in Action: We Say Yes!Justice in Action: We Say Yes!Justice in Action: We Say Yes!Justice in Action: We Say Yes!    

Say yes to the dignity and value of every person.Say yes to the dignity and value of every person.Say yes to the dignity and value of every person.Say yes to the dignity and value of every person.    

We say no to a society that ascribes different value to people depending 
on where they were born or how they make their way in this world; 
Therefore we commit ourselves to the work of peace making, reconciliation 

and building a society of justice and equality; 

Say yes to closing the gap between the rich and the poor.Say yes to closing the gap between the rich and the poor.Say yes to closing the gap between the rich and the poor.Say yes to closing the gap between the rich and the poor.    

We say no to the rich getting richer at the expense of the poor getting 
poorer; 
Therefore we seek to give privilege to the voices of the poor in our 

communities; 

Say yes to dignified and affordable housing that provides for the wellbeing ofSay yes to dignified and affordable housing that provides for the wellbeing ofSay yes to dignified and affordable housing that provides for the wellbeing ofSay yes to dignified and affordable housing that provides for the wellbeing of    

    family and communityfamily and communityfamily and communityfamily and community. 

We say no to families forced to live in garages and in unhealthy over 
crowded homes; 
Therefore we seek the collaboration of Government, businesses, social 
service agencies, social entrepreneurs and local faith communities to find 

short and long term solutions to the crisis of homelessness; 

We say yes to safe and loving families.We say yes to safe and loving families.We say yes to safe and loving families.We say yes to safe and loving families.    

We say no to family violence; 
Therefore we support white ribbon and neighbours days and conversations 

in our communities that break the silence on family violence; 

Say yes to a New Zealand that is welcoming and hospitable to refugees seeking Say yes to a New Zealand that is welcoming and hospitable to refugees seeking Say yes to a New Zealand that is welcoming and hospitable to refugees seeking Say yes to a New Zealand that is welcoming and hospitable to refugees seeking 

    sanctuary.sanctuary.sanctuary.sanctuary.    

We say no to outdated government policies that fail to make New Zealand 

a responsible global citizen; 

Therefore we advocate for an increase in the refugee quota along with 

communities of welcome and hospitality; 
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We the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand say yes to rolling up our We the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand say yes to rolling up our We the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand say yes to rolling up our We the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand say yes to rolling up our 

    sleeves and doing something about isleeves and doing something about isleeves and doing something about isleeves and doing something about it. 

We say no to all talk and no action; 

Therefore we are prepared to put our resources of time, talent and 
treasure to making a difference as a visible witness to the good news of 

Jesus Christ; 

In the upcoming 2017 General Election and beyond we say yes to policies that In the upcoming 2017 General Election and beyond we say yes to policies that In the upcoming 2017 General Election and beyond we say yes to policies that In the upcoming 2017 General Election and beyond we say yes to policies that 

    deliver greater social equality.deliver greater social equality.deliver greater social equality.deliver greater social equality.    

We say no to tax cuts that do not meet the needs of the most vulnerable; 

Therefore we seek any government proposal on tax cuts be redirected 
towards the needs of the most vulnerable AND a review of our taxation 

policies to reflect an equitable society; 

We say yes to a sustainable and zero carbon economy.We say yes to a sustainable and zero carbon economy.We say yes to a sustainable and zero carbon economy.We say yes to a sustainable and zero carbon economy.    

We say no to policies and practices that contribute to unsustainable 

growth such as dependence on fossil fuels and excessive lifestyles; 

Therefore we advocate movement towards clean and sustainable energy 

and action to limit destructive human impacts on the environment; 

Within our own communities of faith we say yes to “Justice and Action” being Within our own communities of faith we say yes to “Justice and Action” being Within our own communities of faith we say yes to “Justice and Action” being Within our own communities of faith we say yes to “Justice and Action” being 

    incorporated into the life and mission of every congregation.incorporated into the life and mission of every congregation.incorporated into the life and mission of every congregation.incorporated into the life and mission of every congregation.    

We say no to blind eyes and deaf ears to the cry of the poor; 

Therefore we pray that we will be broken open by the love of God for our 
communities and become agents of grace, compassion, healing and social 

transformation; 

The PCANZ, along with Presbyterian Support, is sitting around the table with 
Government and social service agencies giving voice and advocacy on these 

issues. 

The PCANZ, in partnership with Presbyterian Support throughout the country, is 
offering practical support and resources as we work together towards social 

transformation. 

We call upon every Presbyterian, Union and Cooperating congregation to take up 

the gospel mandate of being agents of Justice and Action. 
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17 September17 September17 September17 September    9.00am 

9.30am 

 

10.30am 

7.00pm 

Journey 21,  C-Bay car park 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Spring Flower Service 

Worship & Communion @ St Stephens,  Wai-iti Rd 

Celtic Worship at Trinity Chapel 

24 September24 September24 September24 September    9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephen’s, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

1 October1 October1 October1 October    10.00am10.00am10.00am10.00am 

 

2.30pm 

Combined Worship @ St Stephen’s, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Followed by AGM 

Communion Service in Trinity Chapel  

followed by afternoon tea 

8 October8 October8 October8 October    9.30am Combined Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Alpine Presbytery Gathering 

WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN  PARISH 

St Stephens Wai-iti Rd   

Cake stall 
returns by 

popular demand 

Timaru South 
School Kapa 
Haka Group 

Pasifica Group 

Kowhai 
seedlings 

All the usual 
goodies 
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Bible Society Sponsored Spring Walk 

Saturday 14 October 1.30pm at Temuka   

Meet at the Baptist Church in Temuka and walk to the Catholic Church, 

Salvation Army Hall, the Anglican Church and the Presbyterian Church, where 

afternoon tea will be served. 

The history of the different churches will be explained at the walk. 

Please walk with us or sponsor the walkers.  

Sponsorship cards and information from your church representatives: 

Alison Linscott, Margaret Hughes, Fay Bailey and Evi Frank  

or the Christian Super Store. 

Thought for the Week - 27 August 
Whatever your political persuasion is there can be little doubt that this election 
season suddenly has become very interesting with the resignation of various 
leaders. National looked like they were sleep walking into this election but have 
been jolted awake by the "Jacinda effect"; the Greens miscalculated the effect of 
their co-leader's disclosure of benefit and election fraud years ago and even Mr 

Steady, Peter Dunne called it a day seeing the futility of fighting another election. 

I love elections. I like that we get to participate in the choosing of our 
government and the accountability politicians have to the people. I know some 
get cynical about politics on the back of broken promises and unrealistic 
expectations but if you think about it, so much of what we hold dear in this 
country - peace, law and order, prosperity, health care, education etc - is down to 
policy and that is determined by the government. So please exercise the hard 

won freedom you have to vote this election.  

Having said that, the great Christian confession is "Jesus is Lord", which is to say 
he is the ultimate authority to which governments, dictators, principalities and 
powers and individuals will be accountable. He became Lord not by winning a 
popular election but by rising from the dead, defeating death and securing 

eternal life. He is our hope and he will not disappoint. 

 Blessings Brent 
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The Muslim Jesus provides common ground 
for Christianity, Islam 
By Ra'fat Al-dajani, 

 
Most people really have no idea what is in the Quran, the Muslim equivalent of 
the Bible, beyond the mostly negative and out of context soundbites they hear 
on talk radio or the internet. They have no idea that the three monotheistic 
religions that follow the same Abrahamic tradition, namely that Abraham was 
the first prophet of God, are Judaism, Christianity and yes, the third sibling, 

Islam. 

All three religions were born in the Middle East and are inextricably linked to 
each another. While Christianity was born from within the Jewish tradition, Islam 
developed from both Christianity and Judaism. In fact, Islam sees itself as the 
culmination of the Abrahamic faiths, the final revelation by God in the 

monotheistic tradition. 

The Quran specifically protects Jews and Christians as Peoples of the Book, the 
"Book" meaning revelations from God to Jews and Christians which gives them a 

spiritual connection to Islam. 

As such, Islam recognizes as prophets many of the figures revered by Jews and 
Christians, including Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. For Muslims, Muhammad is 
not a divine being. Instead he is a prophet through whom God delivered his 
message and an example of piety to emulate. Muhammad is not the equivalent 
of Jesus in the Islamic tradition, rather it is the Quran that occupies the same 

central position in Islam as Jesus does in Christianity. 

It would surprise many to know that the Prophet Muhammad is only mentioned 
a total of four times in the Quran while Jesus, the son of Mary, is mentioned 25 
times and Moses 136 times. The Quran dedicates a whole chapter to Mary, who 

is the only woman mentioned by name in the sacred text. 

The Islamic version of the Jesus story especially, is quite similar to the Christian 
version. Jesus is variously referred to as "Spirit from God, "Word from/of God"), 
"Prophet-Messenger of God," and the "Messiah" who will come back on the Day 

of Judgment to destroy the Antichrist. 

Beginning with his birth, Muslims believe that Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary 

in a miraculous birth ordained by God. The Quranic verse says: 
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"Relate in the Book the story of Mary, when she withdrew from 
her family, to a place in the East. She screened herself from 
them; then We sent to her Our spirit (angel Gabriel) and he 
appeared before her as a man in all respects. She said: 'I seek 
refuge from you in God Most Gracious (come not near) if you do 
fear God.' He said: 'Nay, I am only a Messenger from your Lord, to 
announce to you the gift of a pure son.' She said: 'How shall I 
have a son, when no man has ever touched me, and I am not 
unchaste?' He said: 'So it will be, your Lord says: 'That is easy for 
Me; and We wish to appoint him as a sign unto men and a Mercy 

from Us: It was a matter so decreed.' " (Quran 19:16-21). 

The Quran also relays how Jesus spoke in the cradle: "Then she (Mary) pointed 
to him. They said: 'How can we talk to one who is a child in the cradle?' He 
(Jesus) said: 'Verily! I am a slave of God, He has given me the Scripture and 
made me a Prophet." (Quran 19:29-30). 

Creation – can we believe the bible? 
John Mackay from Creation Research in Australia will hold six meetings in 
South Canterbury about relevant topics in September.  

Fri 15 Sept  Geraldine – Evidence for Creation 

  Geraldine Domain Pavilion 

Sat 16 Sept Timaru – Creation Orchid Evidence 

  Wilson Street Baptist Church 

Sun 17 Sep Geraldine – How old is the earth? 

  St Andrews Presbyterian Church 

Mon 18 Sep Timaru – Was Adam a black man? 

  Life Church, Morgans Road 

Tue 19 Sep Timaru – Creation Rock Evidence 

  Life Church, Morgans Road 

Wed 20 Sep Temuka – Dinosaurs 

  Trinity Church (hosted by Connect Temuka) 

John Mackay is the director of Creation Research in Australia and, along 
with Ken Ham, started the Creation Science work in Australia. He has 
appeared widely on TV around the globe, hosted many documentaries and 
has participated in many debates about creation topics.  

All meetings start at 7pm. Gold coin donation.  

Time for questions each night. 

Contact Hermann 684-5399 for further information    
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Youth & Children’s Events 
KidzTime KidzTime KidzTime KidzTime 10.30 am Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Youth Group Youth Group Youth Group Youth Group meets at St Stephens on Sunday nights during term time from 

6.30pm. For more information contact Margaret 688-8840 

Boys’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm & 6pm Mondays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact: Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930    

Girls’ Brigade Juniors Girls’ Brigade Juniors Girls’ Brigade Juniors Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

Girls’ Brigade Seniors Girls’ Brigade Seniors Girls’ Brigade Seniors Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00 pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930 

Regular Events 
Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Monday, 2.00pm, Wai-iti Rd,  Estelle 686-3220 

Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Monday, 7.00pm,  Isabel  684-4485 

Prayer Group: Prayer Group: Prayer Group: Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.00am, Wai-iti Rd, Rory 686-1575 

Rhythm KidsRhythm KidsRhythm KidsRhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd 

Community Club: Community Club: Community Club: Community Club: Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm at Wai-iti Rd 

Eat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well Co----op Packing:  op Packing:  op Packing:  op Packing:  Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd 

Eat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well Co----op Pickups:op Pickups:op Pickups:op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd and Wai-iti Rd 

Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Tuesdays 7.00 pm, Hermann 684-5399 

Coming Up 
TPP Plant Sale: TPP Plant Sale: TPP Plant Sale: TPP Plant Sale: St Stephens, 9am, Saturday 16 September.  

Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group Wednesday, September 20, 12.30pm in the 
Trinity Chapel.  Speaker: Anne Knipe about her visit to Vanuatu. Please bring 
lunch food to share. Sales table. Subs of $10 can be paid to Pat Powell at the 

meeting.  

TPP AGM: TPP AGM: TPP AGM: TPP AGM: Sunday, 1 October following Combined 10am Service at St Stephens 

Alpine Presbytery Gathering: Alpine Presbytery Gathering: Alpine Presbytery Gathering: Alpine Presbytery Gathering: 6-8 October at Trinity. Billets required 

Good Companions: Good Companions: Good Companions: Good Companions: Thursday 12 October, 2pm at St Stephens.  Robin Hamilton 

will speak about walking the St James Walkway. All welcome 

Elders Gathering:  Elders Gathering:  Elders Gathering:  Elders Gathering:  Thursday, 2 November 6.30-9pm 

TIMARU PARISH EVENTS 
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Eat Well Fruit & Vege CoEat Well Fruit & Vege CoEat Well Fruit & Vege Co---opopop   
Pick-up Tuesdays 3 - 4 pm at 22 College Rd & 349 Wai-iti Road 

Family pack $15   Small pack $8    

Orders  022-123-3663 or email eatwell@timarupres.org.nz 

Springtime Service 

Will be held at Trinity Church  

on Sunday 17 September. 

After the service the posies will be  
distributed to folk in rest homes  

and shut ins etc. 

Every Tuesday morning during school term Every Tuesday morning during school term Every Tuesday morning during school term Every Tuesday morning during school term     

10101010––––11am Trinity Hall College Rd11am Trinity Hall College Rd11am Trinity Hall College Rd11am Trinity Hall College Rd    

Gold Coin Donation Gold Coin Donation Gold Coin Donation Gold Coin Donation ----     Morning Tea SuppliedMorning Tea SuppliedMorning Tea SuppliedMorning Tea Supplied 

 

Oops! 

In our last issue Fraser Ross was incorrectly credited with baking the Pilgrim’s 
Cake which Journey 21 members sampled. Fraser did source the recipe but in 

best male fashion trusted the baking to Ellen! 

Also, in addition to the community organisations supported by TPP members, 
Citizens Advice should have been included. Several  members have volunteered 

over many years. 
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Ministry Team Leader 

Brent Richardson      686-1382, 0274221892  brent@timarupres.org.nz 

                                            Not available Mondays 

Minister 

Rory Grant 686-1575,  0275705156  rory@timarupres.org.nz 

Parish Clerk  

Helen Carter 684-6403  parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz 

                                   Not available Fridays 

    PARISH CONTACTS    

Parish Office 

349 Wai-iti Rd     Phone: 686-0981 

email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz 

Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9am - 3pm 

Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday 

Copy for the October-November LINK should be sent to the Church 
Office or emailed to hughes-d@xtra.co.nz by Friday 6 October 

    LINK DEADLINE    

TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN PARISH 
Worship Centres 

349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru 

22 College Rd, Timaru South 
www.timarupres.org.nz 
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Anne Knipe’s Generous Hospitality Repaid 

For many years the Seasonal Workers 
who come to Timaru from Vanuatu have 
been saying to me “Mum, you have to 
come and see our place”! 

This year, with some encouragement, I 
took them at their word. 

I now have a far better understanding of 
where they come from and the big 
adjustments they have to make when 
they come here. 

I was able to see a lot of the countryside; 
markets; and of course, beautiful 
beaches! I met many of the women who 
have come here over the past 12 years. 

The visit deepened my friendship with 
Rebecca and her family who looked after 
me so well. 

Vanuatu is a great place to visit, there are 
many things to see and experience and the people are wonderfully friendly.  

Anne and Rebecca visit 
the local market 
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Matthew Gregory 
abseiling Miles in dark suit won “ 

Best Dressed Spy” 

Boys’ Brigade  

Camp at Waipara 

North Canterbury 
Two leaders and seven boys 

attended. 

The theme was "Secret Agents” 

Miles Hutt won the  

best dressed Spy.  

There was lots of fun, great food, 

great activities like abseiling, code 

breaking, shooting, team work.  

 

Photos: Chris Konings 


