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St Stephens  349 Wai-iti Rd 

 

After 14 years in recess the 3rd Timaru Boys’ Brigade based at Trinity 
Church was recommissioned on 30 July.  This only happened 

because of Fiona Blisset’s dedication and perseverance.   
A great credit to her that numbers have grown to the point  

that the Company can be recommissioned. 

Photos above show the flag bearers leaving the service and Fiona  
assisted by one of the boys cutting the celebration cake. 

Trinity Boys’ Brigade Company Recommissioned 

  

 

Landlubbers Holiday Programme 

The Pirate themed Holiday Programme at St Stephens was fully 
booked with 50 children attending. Pirate Captain Heave Ho  
(aka Catherine R) was assisted by a great team of helpers  

who shared their creative skills  
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Scary pair!  Captain Heave Ho & lieutenant 
EmmaRRRP kept the crew in order 

Crew member Elaine keeps 
her one eye on proceedings 

Pirates Nona & Sharon assisted the crew to make amazing floral pirate ships 
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Fraser Ross led Journey 21 participants  
in an experience of the  

Santiago de Compostela also known as  
the Way of St James in northern Spain.   

It has been popular with pilgrims since 11th century and is  
walked by over 200,000 people each year.   

Fraser sourced the recipe for “Tarta de Santiago”  
which he made and shared over coffee.  

The cross on the cake is the St James Cross. 

Tarta de Santiago  - St James’ Cake - Pilgrim’s Cake 
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Ministry Team Leader 

Brent Richardson      686-1382, 0274221892  brent@timarupres.org.nz 

                                            Not available Mondays 

Minister 

Rory Grant 686-1575,  0275705156  rory@timarupres.org.nz 

                                   Not available Fridays 

Parish Clerk  

Helen Carter 684-6403  parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz 

This issue of “PRESBYTERIAN LINK” is delivered to you 

by…………………..……………………………….          Phone……………...……………. 

Parish Office 

349 Wai-iti Rd     Phone: 686-0981 

email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz 

Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9am - 3pm 

Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday 

Copy for the August-September LINK should be sent to the Church 
Office or emailed to hughes-d@xtra.co.nz by Friday 8 September 

Worship Centres 
349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru 

22 College Rd, Timaru South 
www.timarupres.org.nz 
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Editorial 

Well, it has been a busy winter!  From heavy rain and 

floods to holiday programmes and baptisms, we have 

certainly been kept on our toes.  In positive news, we 

had a wonderful turn out for the Landlubbers holiday 

programme.  It was also lovely to celebrate a dedication 

for Lilley Fulton, and the baptism of Hayley and Ashley 

Chang.   

Sadly, we have also said farewell to some well-loved 

members of our parish with the funerals of Elaine Wyllie, 

Rhonda Clifton, Margaret Bennetts and Margaret 

Wilkinson.  Our thoughts and prayers are with their 

families as they grieve. 

We had a congregational forum at St. Stephens to discuss the timing of worship 

and what the way forward might be for improving the church entrance and foyer.  

Thank you to all those who engaged with this.  As a church we are keen to see our 

congregations grow as more people draw close to Jesus and gather to worship 

him.  Timing of worship can be a support or a barrier for this.   

There was support from the existing congregation to investigate a 10am worship 

time.  This was discussed at Parish Council.  There is still more discernment to be 

done around this, so watch this space. 

There was also a mandate to modernise and improve the entrance and foyer, 

rather than simply patching up what is already there.  The property group will be 

looking into this, so, again, watch this space! 

Coming up we have our AGM on Sunday 1 October.  This will follow a combined, 

10am service at St. Stephens.  There will be vacancies in our Parish Council, so 

please get your thinking caps on for suitable nominees.  

The following weekend we are hosting the annual Alpine Presbytery gathering at 

Trinity.  More information will be coming out in due course, but please contact the 

office if you would be willing to host a billet on the weekend of 6-8 October. 

It sounds like our busy winter is beginning to turn into a busy spring!  Let’s hope 

that the weather follows suit. 

Blessings, 

 Rory 

mailto:finance@timarupres.org.nz
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Parish Council August Meeting Report 

Devotions were led by Beth Strathern based on Proverbs 15 

Below are some snippets from the meeting: 

 The Parish Clerk reminded us of the importance of pastoral care not just 

for those that are sick but for everyday life activity.  

 Bruce Small our Treasurer attended the meeting to present the 2018 draft 

budget. This created discussion and some suggestions.  It was agreed that 

the Council would have a special meeting on 30 August to finalise it. 

 Our youth leaders are encouraged to attend the Warrant of Fitness day on 

11 Nov at Christchurch being run by Presbyterian Youth and Kids Friendly. 

 Administration committee last meeting was mainly spent on the 2018 

budget. The maintenance at College road is nearing completion.  Further 

work will be done with a new fuse board, replacing some more old rubber 

coated wiring in basement and replacing four rotten window frames with 

aluminium ones.     

 The recent gathering for the Pastoral visitors was a success with helping in 

updating the pastoral care roll. The roll updating is near completion. 

 The Holiday Programme was a great success again. Thanks to Catherine 

and helpers for all their work. The report did raise some issues about 

attendees not keeping their bookings and thus others missed out on 

attending. These and some other issues will be looked at.   

 Annual General Meeting is on 1 October at St Stephens following a 

Combined Service.  

 Mission Plan of the Parish to be revisited.     

 The re-commissioning of Boys Brigade company was held on 30 July.  It 

was lovely to see the boys and the support from Waimate Company. They 

have also been very generous in giving the company $1500 to help Timaru 

with the costs of restarting.    

 Brent reported on the Forum at St Stephens. There is some more work to 

be done on the suggestions made. 

 Brent has accepted the invitation to be on the Presbytery Council to 

replace Rev Les Gosling who has retired.   

 Rory is the Interim Moderator and Convenor of the Ministry Settlement 

Board for Albury Pleasant Point parish. They hope to have an intern in the 

2018 and 2019 year and this will reduce some of Rory’s responsibilities. 

This Parish will be monetarily reimbursed in relation to some of the time 

Rory is assisting that parish.     

 It has been noted by the ministers that they are now getting to the limit of 

tasks they will take on for Presbytery and will probably decline any other 

requests.  
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A Personal Christian Giving Creed 

God is the Creator of all things, and calls me into a positive 
relationship with the God of the universe. 

God has entrusted us with God’s own creation, and my lifestyle must reflect 
my responsibility for this trust. 

God has forgiven my failures, and has set me free to enjoy a 
purposeful life as one of God’s people. 

I must therefore: 

 exercise a wise stewardship of the natural resources of this world 

 not knowingly cause another person ever to lose so that I may gain 

 live happily with money as a useful commodity which will never 

gain mastery over my life 

 I am pleased that God calls me to be a giver because I have a 
personal need to give and I am an incomplete person unless I give. 

I therefore believe that: 

 I am accountable to God for the way in which I acquire and use 
all of my income and assets 

 I must give regularly and meaningfully to the work of my church 
and the life of my community 

 The Scriptures teach me the principle of percentage giving and I 
know my chosen percentage will be dependent on my faith and 
love for God and my neighbour 

 I must make a habit of reviewing my chosen percentage to ensure 

that it reflects my growth in faith and is a joyful response to 

God and God’s love for me 

 I am called to make bequests for God's work so that my stewardship 
continues after my death 

 I should keep myself informed of the financial affairs of my 
church and community, and I hope that I will be challenged regularly 
with new opportunities for commitment and service. At the same 
time my motive for giving will always arise out of my faith, and 
will not simply be a response to man-made goals. 

May God give me the grace and the strength to do all of these 
things and may my life be a prayer unto the God who made me, 

redeemed me and gave life.  
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Youth & Children’s Events 

KidzTime 10.30 am Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd.   

Youth Group meets at St Stephens on Sunday nights during term time from 
6.30pm. For more information contact Margaret 688-8840. 

Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm Mondays at 22 College Rd. 

 Contact: Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930 

Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00 pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930 

Regular Events 

Study Group: Monday, 2.00pm, Wai-iti Rd.  Estelle 686-3220 

Study Group: Monday, 7.00pm,  Isabel  684-4485 

Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.30am, Wai-iti Rd, Rory 686-1575 

Rhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd. 

Eat Well Co-op Packing:  Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.  

Eat Well Co-op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd and Wai-iti Rd. 

Study Group: Tuesdays 7.00 pm, Hermann 684-5399 

Coming Up 
Prayer Breakfast: Saturday 12 August 8-9am, St Stephens Lounge. Come and 

pray for the church. 

Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group:  Wednesday, 16 August, 12noon, Room 1 

Trinity Hall.  Juliet Crawford will speak on duties as a J.P.  

Contact:  Dianne 686-0440 

Parish Council Nominations close Wednesday, 6 September. 

Good Companions: Thursday 14 September, 2pm at St Stephens.  Alwyn Friend 

will show and speak on church embroidery. All welcome. 

TPP Plant Sale: St Stephens, 9am, Saturday 16 September. Time to get potting! 

If you have spare pots or need pots or potting mix contact Murray 686-1629. 

TPP AGM: Sunday, 1 October following Combined 10am Service at St Stephens. 
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Check out our updated website at 

www.timarupres.org.nz 

There’s lots of interesting and useful information there 

 Ministers have met with Presbytery to start planning for the next 

Presbytery Gathering on 6-8 October 2017 at College Road site.  All are 

invited to attend this. 

 Brent is on leave 16-20 August. 

Parish Council Nominations 
There are vacancies coming up on Parish Council.  You are encouraged to 

nominate suitable people to fill these.  Nomination forms are available at both 

churches.   

Completed forms should be returned to the Church Office by 6 September.  If 

there are more nominations than vacancies an election will be held at the 

Parish AGM on 1 October following the Combined 10am Service at St 

Stephens. 

In the News 
Neil McKinnon’s fundraising talent was recognised again when he  received a 

Trustpower Timaru District Community Award for his service to Friends of the 

Aigantighe  Art Gallery. 

Noel Crawford and Ken Linscott were part of the Timaru North Rotary team 

which organised the Artararma  art display for young people currently at the 

Gallery. 

Fraser Ross is frequently in the news as spokesperson for Forest and Bird 

which he has been involved in for many decades. 

Other TPP members regularly serve at the Trade Aid shop and another drives 

Presbyterian Support’s van each week taking people to their programmes. 

We can be proud that so many of our members give of their time to help make 

Timaru a better place to live. 
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Concepts of Fairness will challenge us as we 
prepare for our General Election 
It is election year and so we will hear a lot from politicians about economic and 

social progress and challenges, in their efforts to harvest votes. I am sure that, 

as usual, rival parties will disagree with one another at every opportunity. 

However, a value which underpins us as a nation is the idea of fairness and “a 

fair go”. 

Fairness concerns how resources are distributed within a country, community, 

family or to an individual. 

Fairness is a value shown in pragmatic moral, social and political beliefs. But 

with so many opposing opinions about fairness out there, election campaigns 

can become confusing and conflicting. We have to decide which conversations 

about fairness resonate with our particular values and beliefs. 

Biblical Example of Fairness 

In the Gospel parable of the workers in the vineyard (Mt 20:1–7), the vineyard 

owner pays workers the same wage whether they worked a whole day or for just 

one hour. The parable provides a fascinating theological challenge to our 

understanding of fairness. 

At first glance it is easy to spot unfairness in the relative rates of pay for hours 

worked. It is understandable that the workers who have worked the whole day 

under trying conditions might feel aggrieved when workers who have worked for 

only an hour receive the same pay. However, perhaps in this parable Jesus is 

saying that when he considers what is fair and unfair he takes into consideration 

both the work and the life journey each worker has travelled. When Jesus says 

fairness is paying them all the same, there are measures of mercy and grace in 

the wages not a measure of injustice. 

Here, the vineyard owner combines two principles: he keeps his word to pay the 

promised daily wage, but he also has a heart for the poor and downtrodden. 

He shows more concern for the workers than the work. 

Such a view of justice as fairness is counter cultural. But this is Jesus’ way: he 

shows justice when he rescues the woman caught in adultery from stoning, 

associates with Samaritans, tax collectors and outcasts, missions the Samaritan 

woman at the well, and heals the sick and sinners. He was also pretty tough on 

people who were unfair to the outcast, poor and vulnerable and promised severe 

punishments for those who were indifferent to their plight. 

 Greg Coyle, Tui Motu Magazine 
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Things are Changing Fast! 

Do you ever wonder why the world today is so different to the one you grew up 

in?  

As the graphic below shows, the speed of change  is increasing at an almost 

unbelievable rate so is it any wonder that older generations struggle to keep up. 

If, in common with many of our readers you are not familiar with “Angry Birds” it 

is a series of online games released in 2009 and by 2015 had been 

downloaded 3 billion times! 

Time to reach 50 million users  

Facebook announced last month that 2 billion people - more than one quarter of 

the world's population - are now active users of this social network Mark 

Zuckerberg started in his dorm room 13 years ago. 

Two decades ago, the notion that billions of humans would be connected by a 

single product would have been seen as absurd, unless the "product" in 

question were, say, a religious text.  

But now Facebook has more adherents than any religion in the world, with the 

exception of Christianity - which it's poised to overtake in just a few years. 

There are more Facebook users than speakers of any of the world's languages, 
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Packing is done Tuesdays, 11.30am at 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Pick-up Tuesdays 3 - 4 pm at 22 College Rd & 349 Wai-iti Road 

Family pack $15   Small pack $8    

Fruit only packs now available 

Phone 022-123-3663 to order 
or Facebook @eatwelltimaru 

Eat Well needs support for Wai-iti Rd pickups 
Tuesdays 2.50 - 4pm 

Contact Sharon 686-1903 if you can help 

Every Tuesday 
morning 

during school term  
10–11am Trinity Hall 

College Rd 

Gold Coin Donation      
Morning Tea Supplied 

This is a TPP  
community outreach  
led by Sarah Savage 

& Isobel McKinnon.  
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Pilgrims Journeys - Journey 21 Reports 

My turning point was my pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela.  It was then that 

I, who had dedicated most of my life to penetrate the ‘secrets’ of the universe, 

realised that there are no secrets.  Life is and will always be a mystery. 

 Paulo Coelho 

Fraser Ross led us in a pilgrimage based on the book  

“The Santiago Pilgrimage” by Jean-Christophe Rufin.   

Rufin describes his experience walking Santiago de Compostela, also known as 

the St James Way, as a physical and mental experience as well as a meditative 

journey.  The various stages throughout this 800 kilometre walk ranged from 

recalling memories, conversations, ideas, thoughts then after a few days the 

body started to make itself known through muscle aches, chafed and irritated 

skin, hunger, and thirst.  Rufin now finds he has to assert himself, to start 

thinking purposefully and it is time for serious reflection.  The spirituality of the 

walk gains strength and it is time to allow the mind to become empty, give way 

to the body and its needs and accept whatever the landscape brings with all its 

changing faces.   

Rufin began to feel a charming companion inside himself: emptiness.  His mind 

no longer formed any images, thoughts or plans.  He saw everything as 

dazzlingly fresh and welcomed the world in all its complexity into a brain that 

had become as simple as that of a reptile or a bird.  He was a new being, freed 

from the burden of memory, desire or ambition.  The walk ceased to become a 

religious experience of God but as a human being allowed him to get closer to 

his existence.  Rufin summed up this experience as “It takes away all vanity from 

the mind and all suffering from the body, it removes the rigid shell that 

surrounds all things and separates them from our consciousness; it brings the 

self into harmony with nature”. 

Over coffee we related the feelings that Rufin had experienced in relation to our 

own journey through life and enjoyed a Tarta de Santiago or Pilgrims Cake, made 

from a recipe dating back to the Middle Ages. This cake became popular 

because it is fairly resilient, easy to carry in your pocket and is still good to eat 

after a few days. 

Journey 21 meets at C-Bay Car Park at  
9am on the third Sunday of the month. 

For further information contact  
Ellen 688-8107 or a_emcc@xtra.do.nz 
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TPP LINK available by email 
If you would prefer to receive the LINK by email rather than having  
a printed copy delivered please contact TPP Office, 686-0981. 

This will bring significant savings to the Parish and as a bonus you 
will receive a more colourful publication. 

13 August 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephen’s, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

20 August 9.00am 

9.30am 

10.30am 

Journey 21,  C-Bay car park 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship & Communion @ St Stephens,  

349 Wai-iti Rd 

27 August  9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephen’s, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

3 September  9.30am 

10.30am 

2.30pm 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephen’s, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Communion Service in Trinity Chapel  

followed by afternoon tea 

10 September 9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephen’s, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN  PARISH 

Prayer Breakfast 

Saturday 12 August 

8am to 9am 

St Stephen’s Lounge 

Come and pray for the church 

All welcome 
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7 July 2017  

Andrea Grant 

c/o Timaru Presbyterian Parish Office   

 

Dear Andrea 

Re: FRUIT AND VEGE BAGS FOR FAMILY WORKS FOOD BANK 

On behalf of Presbyterian Support South Canterbury and Family Works, our 
sincere thanks for the work you have done to put in place the regular weekly 
fruit and vegetable bags for the Family Works Food Bank. This regular 
support will make a real difference to local families we are working with. 

Our mission has always been, and always will be, to support the South 
Canterbury community. For nearly 100 years we have been active in 
supporting positive ageing and independence and assisting families to 
develop new skills and confidence for the future. The Government funding 
we receive for some of our Family Works services and programmes does not 
cover the cost of continuing to meet the growing need for services for 
vulnerable children, young people, parents, and families. We need a helping 
hand to continue offering these services and your support makes a real 
difference. 

Your support will help us help South Canterbury people cope with issues 
such as family violence and abuse, depression, anxiety, grief, separation 
and the challenges of parenting. For many of our clients, providing a meal on 
the table would sometimes not be possible without a Family Works food 
parcel. Our recently launched Family Start service brochure will enable us to 
provide targeted assistance to vulnerable families from a very young age. 

Across our wide scope of work, it is donor and volunteer involvement that 
ensures we can keep caring, enabling and supporting those most in need. I 
have enclosed for your information a copy of our Annual Report and Support 
Report—the stories highlight some of the many ways our charitable work 
reaches so many South Canterbury people. 

Thankyou again.  

Yours sincerely 

Katerina Tiscenko 

Marketing, Communications & Fundraising Manager 

Fruit & Vege Co-op Donations Appreciated 


