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Former Trinity 

minister Very Rev 

Ray Coster and 

TPP Ministry Team 

Leader Rev Brent 

Richardson plant a 

Totora following 

the 50th 

Anniversary 

Celebration Service 

at Trinity 
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Celebrat ing 50  Years  @ Tr in i ty  

Photos: Steph Holland 
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Editorial 

I have thoroughly enjoyed the Jubilee celebrations over 

Queen's birthday weekend.  I know that I am far from 

alone in thanking Brent and Catherine and all of the 

myriad of people who contributed to such a wonderful 

series of events. 

One particular highlight for me was chatting with and 

hearing stories from the former ministers and leaders 

who joined us for all or part of the weekend.   

Rev. Hamish Galloway shared some wonderful 

anecdotes from his time at St. Stephens, Bruce Fraser 

brought back the heyday of Trinity West, it was wonderful for me to meet Rev. 

Peter Wishart, and the Very Rev. Ray Coster brought everything together 

beautifully on Pentecost Sunday with his theme of renewal. 

Listening to Ray over the weekend, one thought struck me:  "The more things 

change, the more things stay the same."  Or, to put a Biblical spin on it, "There is 

nothing new under the sun." (Ecclesiastes 1:9) 

Ray spoke fondly of his days visiting and learning to minister and preach in the 

Trinity parish.  Listening to this, I was struck by how profoundly our pace of life 

has changed.  Ray could walk up and down one street, and expect to not only 

know the people upon whose doors he knocked, but to find them at home and 

ready to receive visitors!  Who among us could say that today? 

And yet, as he spoke of renewal in and through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, I 

was reminded that church is no different now to what it was 35 years ago, or 350 

years ago, or 1,000 years ago: In the Son, we are drawn to the Father by the Holy 

Spirit.  We are a people gathered and guided by the mystery and love of God.  In 

Him alone we are made complete.  In him alone are we set free from the ties that 

bind. 

My prayer for you this month is that you will be surprised by the triune God of 

Grace: that you will be set free from the ties that bind, to take up the gift of grace 

- new life offered to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Blessings, 

   Rory 
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I've had so many people expressing their thanks for the Jubilee celebrations 
held at Queen's birthday weekend. It seems the time was right for a party! The 
weekend kicked off with an afternoon tea at St Stephen's which was a lovely 
gathering and time of reminiscing. Next was the banquet which was attended by 
83 guests and catered by the Spit Roast Company. The hall was transformed 
with fairy lights, balloons, flowers and table decorations (thanks to Catherine 
Richardson, Joy and  David Elliot). The meal was delicious and interesting 
anecdotes were shared by Bruce Fraser, Hamish Galloway and Ray Coster. I was 
delighted to see so much chatter and laughter around the room-just like a 

birthday party should be. 

The combined Sunday service was also very special, attended by around 200 
people of all ages. The Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades modelled uniforms from earlier 
years. The choir-enhanced by some extra members for the occasion- were robed 
up and Zoe Walker did a beautiful solo for the anthem (Psalm 23, Vicar of Dibly 
version). The St Stephen's music team led Matt Redman's Never Once 
demonstrating the new sound system is more than up to the task of having a 

range of instruments played through it.  

A very special part of the weekend for me was the planting of a Totara tree to 
replace the three Silver Birches. South Canterbury was once covered in Totara. 
They belong here. As God's people we also belong here in this land and this 
community. The tree planting was followed by a shared lunch which was well 
attended and there was plenty of food. Thanks to Tonia and her team of helpers 

for putting it all together. 

Finally I'd like to make a special mention of Ken and Elaine Falconer, Alison 
Jordan, Lois Shipley and Ken Linscott who put together the information boards 
telling the stories of the four previous parishes that came together in 2009  to 

form TPP. Our past was honoured in this way making it a celebration for us all. 

 Brent 
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Parish Council Report 
Parish Council met on a chilly winters night. Steph Holland led our devotions 
from Revelation 21: 1-7, focusing on our jubilee celebration theme, that all 

things will be made new, with forgiveness grace and love. 

 A vote of thanks was extended to Rev Brent and Catherine and team for the 
extremely successful running of the Jubilee Weekend events. Certainly a 

wonderful time of reconnecting for so many. 

In May, Abraham Lee approached Parish Council to share his vision of beginning 
a multicultural ecumenical church service at St Stephens on Sunday afternoons 
from 1-3 p.m. Details regarding this have been thoroughly discussed by Parish 
Council which has agreed for Abraham to commence these services before the 

end of June. 

A warm welcome is extended to any folk finding it harder to arrive at Trinity for a 
9.30 a.m. service in winter.  Be assured you will be welcomed with a smile and 
hot cuppa at St Stephens at 10 a.m. prior to the 10.30 a.m. service. Transport 

can be arranged via a call to the office during the week. 

Hopefully you have already noticed the scaffolding at Trinity Community Centre 
heralding lots of progress with painting and overdue maintenance of this 
wonderful facility. With the Church Property Trustees approval of using the TPP 
earthquake allocation for these projects and similar maintenance work at St 

Stephens we can all look forward to warmer, safer newly painted buildings.  

A gift of $1,000 from the Aoraki Foundation to our Eatwell Co-operative, will help 
with running costs, new signage and a large mixed bag of fruit and vegetables 
being given to Family Works for distribution to families they work with, for a 

period of 16 weeks. 

The new sound system at Trinity church has been completed successfully, a 
wonderful enhancement to our worship there; as well as any other events held in 

our beautiful Trinity church. 

New sign boards will soon be erected at both College Road and Wai-iti Road 
giving service times and notice of the various events such as Rhythm Kids and 
Girls and Boys Brigade, Community Club etc. We look forward to other new 

possibilities for our buildings once the upgrading is completed. 

Holiday Programme at St Stephens is coming up in the second week of the 
school holidays Tuesday !8 July through Thursday 20 July 17. We are always 
thrilled to receive your support by giving your time and skills in areas of craft, 

baking, sport support or any other activity you may think of.  

Parish Council closed with the sharing of the grace, and the expectation of 

another fruitful month in our Parish here in Timaru.   

  Joy Elliott 
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Bible Society Annual Cheese Roll Fund Raiser 

Cheese rolls will be distributed on Sunday 18 June 

and Sunday 2 July. The price is the same as last year: 

$6.00 for 1 dozen, $ 15.00 for 3 dozen.  

Please give your order to Fay Bailey 684-5488,  

Alison Linscott 688-4317, Margaret Hughes  

688-2363 or Evi Frank 684-5399. 

Every Tuesday 
morning 

during school term  
10–11am Trinity Hall 

College Rd 

Gold Coin Donation      
Morning Tea Supplied 

This is a TPP  
community outreach  
led by Sarah Savage 

& Isobel McKinnon.  

 

Eat Well Fruit & Vege CoEat Well Fruit & Vege CoEat Well Fruit & Vege Co---opopop   
Pick-up Tuesdays 3 - 4 pm at 22 College Rd & 349 Wai-iti Road 

Family pack $15   Small pack $8    

Orders  022-123-3663 or email eatwell@timarupres.org.nz 
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Tribute & Thanks to  

David & Elizabeth Lockhart 

Fund Raisers -  Progressive Dinner Organisers  

Quiz Masters  - Link Distribution Organisers 

Elizabeth and David Lockhart slipped unobtrusively out of Timaru and their 
church life with us, in the same efficient, quiet and orderly way in which they 
carried out all of the many tasks and activities in which they were involved during 
their years here. Each with a teaching background their skills were invaluable in 

many fields and their personal giftings used for the benefit of all. 

David shared his love of music by singing in church choirs as well as with the 
Timaru District Choir and by sharing organist duties at several churches. Only 
another organist would know the time and preparation this entails. We are still 

awaiting Elizabeth's first solo! 

Both David and Elizabeth served as Session members and both accepted roles 
of responsibility, when Session and Managers became Parish Council. Elizabeth 
was particularly involved with Pastoral Care. The compassion she demonstrated 
in this role was outstanding, once again only those who received it would have 
known. Each has prepared and led services and preached when required which 
has been much appreciated by Ministers and congregations. Elizabeth shone 
taking children's talks the sort that adults liked too. She always managed to find 
a new angle to explore and a way to illustrate it, and David's services were so 
carefully planned. Both achieved a blend of learned Christian truths, life 

experience and some deep thinking. 

Elizabeth has always been supportive of the work with children, as 
superintendent, teaching, backing up staff or keeping the "littlies" at bay, as well 

as leading holiday programmes. 

APW was also an interest where she took leadership roles. 

As a valued member over many years of a weekly study group, her faith journey 
became interwoven with ours as we shared the ups and downs of life and many 

linked activities. 

As meeting people, perhaps these two could be titled "The wise counsel couple." 
Each has the courage and willingness to speak for or against an issue, clearly, 

calmly and with well-chosen words. A valuable asset indeed! 

We will miss their immense input and know that they will become part of another 

weaving wherever they may choose to worship in Christchurch. 

 Estelle Cormack 
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18 June18 June18 June18 June    9.00am 

9.30am 

10.30am 

 

7.00pm 

Journey 21, C-Bay car park 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship & Communion @ St Stephen’s,  

349 Wai-iti Rd 

Celtic Worship in Trinity Chapel, 22 College Rd 

25 June25 June25 June25 June    9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship & Communion @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephen’s, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

2 July2 July2 July2 July    

        

9.30am 

10.30am 

2.30pm 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephen’s, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

Communion Service in Trinity Chapel  

followed by afternoon tea 

9 July 9 July 9 July 9 July     9.30am 

10.30am 

Worship @ Trinity, 22 College Rd 

Worship @ St Stephen’s, 349 Wai-iti Rd 

WORSHIP @ TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN  PARISH 

    TrinityTrinityTrinityTrinity        Communion Communion Communion Communion     

RosterRosterRosterRoster 

WantedWantedWantedWanted    

A small group of people to form 
a roster for preparing the 

communion elements for Trinity 
services once a month.  

If you can help, please contact 
Rory through the office.  

Recordings of Recordings of Recordings of Recordings of     

50th Jubilee Service 50th Jubilee Service 50th Jubilee Service 50th Jubilee Service     

The Jubilee Service on 4 June  
will be available on CD.   

If you are interested in buying  
a copy they will be available 

at the office for $5 each.   

Phone the office 686-0981  
to place your order. 

Girls’ & Boys’ Brigades  

Kindling for sale  

$10 sack 

Contact Fiona 688-0375    
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The Path to Forgiveness 
Mpho Tutu van Furth knows plenty about forgiveness, having been booted from 

ministry in the Anglican Church on account of her homosexuality. 

Using the wisdom gained from her own experiences growing up as a black 
woman in apartheid-stricken South Africa, she co-authored The Book of 
Forgiving alongside her father, high-profile social activist and Anglican Bishop 

Desmond Tutu. 

While she is free to continue her ministry in the United States, she had her 
licence rescinded in South Africa when she revealed she was gay - and she 

admits the period that followed was a difficult one. 

"Do I forgive the church?" she wondered aloud on Thursday's edition of The AM 
Show. "I understand - I think I understand. I understand the challenge, but I 

don't necessarily feel that it's something that needs forgiveness. 

"I think it's something that needs work, because the place that we're in is an 

entirely wrong and untenable place." 

She says her parents met her decision to marry her partner Marceline with joy - 
Desmond Tutu is a known advocate for LGBTQI rights - but said they were upset 

that she divorced from a previous, heterosexual marriage. 

When asked if the church would one day accept her views on homosexuality, 
she replied with a defiant no - but said she believed "they will come around to 

see God's way". 

Ms Tutu van Furth said the desire to write her new book came out of frustration 

that people are told to forgive, but never taught how. 

"How do we get from whatever the hurt or the horror is, to the place where we 
offer forgiveness and be free of the load of rancour that comes with an 

unforgiving heart?" 

Ms Tutu van Furth said while the path to forgiveness is often "devastating, hard 

and nigh on impossible", it's a path that's worthwhile, and leads to greater joy. 

"The journey of forgiveness is a fulfilled path, and the journey begins with telling 
the story - that means describing in as much detail as you're able to what has 

happened," she said. 

"The second step of the journey is to name the hurt - so [identify] what is the 

feeling that is evoked in you by the experience that you've undergone”. 

"The third is actually offering forgiveness and being able to free yourself from 
the burden of anguish that you're carrying - it is either to reconcile and repair the 

relationship, or release the relationship." 
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Christchurch Church leaders’ message in 
support of Bishop Victoria Matthews 
For a considerable time we leaders of Christchurch Churches have quietly 
observed, with growing disquiet, our colleague Bishop Victoria being ridiculed 
and her leadership called into doubt in numerous media reports. Recent 
comments have reached a point where we feel compelled, as the leaders of 
other Christian denominations, to write in support of Bishop Victoria and those 
who hold in trust the decision making responsibility for the Anglican Diocese of 

Christchurch with regard to all land and buildings owned by them. 

The 2010, 2011 and 2016 earthquakes affected a considerable part of 
Canterbury – not just the City of Christchurch and not just the Anglican 
Cathedral. Destruction was widespread across the city and province. Every 
denomination of the Christian Church had buildings either damaged or 
destroyed and yet the only one which receives continued comment and debate 

in the media seems to be the future of the Anglican Cathedral in the Square. 

We acknowledge that the Cathedral, through its history and position, holds a 
special place for the people of Christchurch. However, the costs - spiritually, 
emotionally and financially - of all our buildings are borne by those for whom 

these places of worship are their spiritual home. 

First and foremost the Cathedral in the Square, like all Christian Church 
buildings, is a place of worship to the God we know in Jesus Christ and a 
reminder to the wider community of God’s presence. The reason why all 
Churches exist is to make Jesus Christ known and to enable people to gather in 
community and worship. The Church is not primarily a landlord tasked with 
caring for stone or wooden edifices. It is a community of faith in Jesus Christ 
tasked with making his way of life and love known. If the Anglican Church 
Property Trustees had been left to make decisions as to the future of the 
Cathedral, as we other Christian denominations have been left to do with our 
buildings, then we are sure the Anglican Church Property Trustees and Bishop 
Victoria would not be in the unenviable place they find themselves in today of 
making a difficult decision that has no possibility of pleasing everyone. The role 
of the wider community (including other Christian denominations) is to respect 
their decision (whatever it might be) as being one that is true to their 

understanding of their call from God, in this place, at this time. 

Thank you Bishop Victoria for your leadership, your ongoing strength and your 

continued dedication to be true to your call of faith.    God bless. 

The Rev David Coster, Moderator, Alpine Presbytery, PCANZ 

The Rev Kathryn Walters District Superintendent Central South Island Synod  
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The Methodist Church of New Zealand   

Fr Rick Loughnan Administrator Catholic Diocese of Christchurch. 

David MacGregor Senior Pastor Grace Vineyard Church Christchurch 

Nu Telea Lead Pastor Elim Church, Christchurch City 

Ivan Bezzant Major Divisional Commander Southern Division The Salva/on Army 

Ken Shelley Senior Pastor King’s Church, Christchurch 

Pastor Maurice Atkinson,  Canterbury Westland Bap/st Associa/on of Churches 

Donald and Janice Sco2 , Senior Pastors, Northcity Church, Christchurch 

Pastoral Update from  
Assembly Executive Secretary 
I write to you with the regrettable news that the Very Rev Andrew Norton has 

tendered his resignation as Moderator-designate of our General Assembly.  

As you will probably be aware, Andrew was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in 
March this year, has undergone surgery, and has now commenced ongoing 

treatment. He is expected to make a full recovery and return to ministry. 

Andrew says that his resignation has been a very difficult decision. He allowed 
his name to go forward for election as Moderator with the encouragement 
of presbyteries and congregations throughout New Zealand and with a clear 
sense of God’s calling that he had much more to offer in leadership to the 
national Church. He has a deep love for the Church and commitment to its 
ongoing reformation, a Church he acknowledges as having at times not been 
united. In particular he mourns the politics, posturing and processes of General 
Assembly which have wounded so many people over the years, including 

himself. For many the price has been very high. 

Andrew’s health journey has understandably caused him to reconsider his 
priorities, how he exercises his ministry, and to make significant changes to his 
lifestyle. He is now looking forward to the new opportunities this decision will 

open to him and his family. 

We are grateful to Andrew for the significant contribution he has made to our 
Church, particularly during his time as Moderator, and for his continued 
leadership.  We wish Andrew a full and swift recovery. I know you will join me in 

prayers for Andrew and his family, friends and parish. 

Yours in Christ,  

 Wayne Matheson, Assembly Executive Secretary  
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Youth & Children’s Events 

KidzTime KidzTime KidzTime KidzTime 10.30 am Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd.   

Youth Group Youth Group Youth Group Youth Group 6.30 pm Sundays at 349 Wai-iti Rd.      

Boys’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade 3.15pm Mondays at 22 College Rd. 

 Contact: Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930    

Girls’ Brigade Juniors Girls’ Brigade Juniors Girls’ Brigade Juniors Girls’ Brigade Juniors 3.15pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

Girls’ Brigade Seniors Girls’ Brigade Seniors Girls’ Brigade Seniors Girls’ Brigade Seniors 6.00 pm Tuesdays at 22 College Rd 

 Contact : Fiona 688-0375 or 021-1702930 

Regular Events 

Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Monday, 2.00pm, Wai-iti Rd.  Estelle 686-3220. 

Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Monday, 7.00pm,  Isabel  684-4485 

Prayer Group: Prayer Group: Prayer Group: Prayer Group: Tuesday 9.30am, Wai-iti Rd, Rory 686-1575 

Rhythm KidsRhythm KidsRhythm KidsRhythm Kids: Tuesdays, 10-11am, Trinity Hall, College Rd. 

Eat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well Co----op Packing:  op Packing:  op Packing:  op Packing:  Tuesdays, 11.30am, Wai-iti Rd.  

Eat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well CoEat Well Co----op Pickups:op Pickups:op Pickups:op Pickups: Tuesdays, 3-4 pm at College Rd and Wai-iti Rd  

Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Study Group: Tuesdays 7.00 pm, Hermann 684-5399 

Coming Up 

Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group: Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group: Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group: Presbyterian Women’s Lunch Group: Wednesday, 21 June, 12.30pm in Trinity 
Chapel.  Please bring lunch to share. Sales Table. Speaker: Emma Howan 

(Salvation Army Lieutenant). Contact: Alison Linscott 688 -317.  

Holiday Programme with a slightly pirate themeHoliday Programme with a slightly pirate themeHoliday Programme with a slightly pirate themeHoliday Programme with a slightly pirate theme: Tuesday 18 to Thursday 20 July, 
9-12 noon at St Stephens. Meeting at the manse on Tuesday 20 June 1.30pm 

for helpers. Contact Catherine 686-1382. 

Good Companions: Good Companions: Good Companions: Good Companions: Thursday 10 August, 2pm at St Stephens. Jill Atkins will 

entertain with Pam Ayers poems.  Everyone welcome. 

TPP Plant Sale: TPP Plant Sale: TPP Plant Sale: TPP Plant Sale: St Stephens, Saturday 16 September. Time to get potting! 

TIMARU PARISH EVENTS 
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Mission Group News 
Recently at both churches there have been lovely displays of small knitted 
garments ranging from beanies and jerseys in lots of colours and styles, a good 
selection of carpet slippers, and even a knitted teddy. All these knitted items are 

soon to be packed up and delivered to Family Works for distribution. 

The Mission Group would like to thank all the keen knitters for their colourful 

collection that will soon be appreciated by some under 5’s in our community. 

‘Buy and Supply’ has now finished for this growing season, with $1,030 raised 
from the beginning of January 2017. Bible in Schools, Mountainview College 
24/7 youth programme, and St. John’s Church Rotorua (after the fire), are some 
of the recipients of the Buy and Supply donations as well as Family Support 
(formerly Birthright) for school fees and books, Moderator’s Appeal for Kaikoura  

and Girls’ Brigade. 

‘Eatwell’ is going well, with clients enjoying wholesale prices of fruit and 
vegetables. If you would like to purchase a bag(s) of fruit and vegetables, phone 

022-123-3663 to place your order – it’s as easy as that! 

 Elaine Falconer.  
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Ministry Team Leader 

Brent Richardson      686-1382, 027422 1892  brent@timarupres.org.nz 

                                            Not available Mondays 

Minister 

Rory Grant 686-1575  0275705156  rory@timarupres.org.nz 

Parish Clerk  

Helen Carter 684-6403  parishclerk@timarupres.org.nz 

                                   Not available Fridays 

    PARISH CONTACTS    

Parish Office 

349 Wai-iti Rd     Phone: 686-0981 

email: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz 

Financial matters: finance@timarupres.org.nz 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9am - 3pm 

Closed 12-1pm Tuesday & Wednesday 

Copy for the July-August LINK should be sent to the Church Office or 
emailed to hughes-d@xtra.co.nz by Friday 7 July 

    LINK DEADLINE    

TIMARU PRESBYTERIAN PARISH 
Worship Centres 

349 Wai-iti Rd, Glenwood, Timaru 

22 College Rd, Timaru South 
www.timarupres.org.nz 
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50th Anniversary Celebra t ion Dinner  

Bruce Fraser Rev Hamish Galloway 

Photos: Steph Holland 
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Trinity Hall refurbishment under way 

Much hard work and persistence from the 
Property Team means work is finally underway 
to restore this great facility to once again 
becoming a useful tool for community outreach 

              LANDLUBBERS  

HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 

Tuesday 18  Wednesday 19  Thursday 20 JulyTuesday 18  Wednesday 19  Thursday 20 JulyTuesday 18  Wednesday 19  Thursday 20 JulyTuesday 18  Wednesday 19  Thursday 20 July    

9am 9am 9am 9am ----12 noon     $5 per day12 noon     $5 per day12 noon     $5 per day12 noon     $5 per day    

    St Stephen’s 349 WaiSt Stephen’s 349 WaiSt Stephen’s 349 WaiSt Stephen’s 349 Wai----iti Rditi Rditi Rditi Rd    

GAMES~ACTIVITIES~FUN~FRIENDS~CRAFTGAMES~ACTIVITIES~FUN~FRIENDS~CRAFTGAMES~ACTIVITIES~FUN~FRIENDS~CRAFTGAMES~ACTIVITIES~FUN~FRIENDS~CRAFT    

Register early    Limited numbersRegister early    Limited numbersRegister early    Limited numbersRegister early    Limited numbers    

Ph: 686 0981 e: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nzPh: 686 0981 e: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nzPh: 686 0981 e: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nzPh: 686 0981 e: oneoffice@timarupres.org.nz    

Helpers  meet 20 June 1.30pm at the manseHelpers  meet 20 June 1.30pm at the manseHelpers  meet 20 June 1.30pm at the manseHelpers  meet 20 June 1.30pm at the manse    

Ph:  Catherine 686Ph:  Catherine 686Ph:  Catherine 686Ph:  Catherine 686----1382138213821382    


